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ALMACK'S REVISITED. 



CHAPTER r. 



At thfeit period of fte yeaY^ wben ihe west- 
em parf of the metropoHs^ajgain receiTes to its 
bosom the gay afid eaget votaries of fashion 
— when immeroas well^packed and heavily- 
ladecii equipages may -te seen: in continual 
successi^cm disgorging 4heir contents in the 
vicinity ^of' the :s<]|uares— when ihotel«^keepers, 
wbo^ during the idead;deason^ have ^been com- 
paratively poor, and conseqttefttly propor- 
tioriably civil, commence the bustle of their 
business, and with it the extent of their 
extortion and im^pertinence^<^when<the gentle 

VOL. K B ^ 
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nightingale^ the Pasta of the grove^ and pirate 
cuckoo, the Schinderhannes of the ^oods, 
enliven the dale and woodland with their 
early notes — when the first glad sunbeams of 
spring call from its winter prison each tender 
bud and fragrant blossom, robing the forest 
and the field in all the vigour of virgin foliage 
and vegetation, having, at the same time, . 
the singular effect of scaring from the country 
every individual who can afford even a 
lodging in London ; as if the sight of bare 
hedges^ leafless, treqs, ^d wither^ herbsige, 
alone possessed ^any pictoresqUe beaajties^ 
or offered any xnial charms to their eyes^-^ 
when niothers and inanlua-anakers, Hike 
interested in tibe rimjjortant ' operation: of 
match-Bitakiiig^ (the principal occapaiioiiL «(»f 
all classes at this.coi^un0tiYe mconeat), pass 
in specnlativa i^viewthe list of youths who^ 
simpe last sease^^ have attained tbe emancipa!- 
toryandnhbil&agig of tw«nty-oiie;.the formef 
mentally .appropriating to . their daoghters 
the actual possession, or future ieverek»i of 



coroaets^ bloody hands, or at kaM aviydfe 
landed property; vrhUst the otbem ^ooteat 
themselves with the prospect of famishing 
lace yeilsy costly dressea, and all the other 
momenton^ ingredients of the TroaMeou*— 
Splendid and enchanting Tisions ! how often 
are ye formed, and, alas ! how ofteh do a 
few short, months dissipale the bngfat illQt 
siOn, and destroy the goodly and materiMd 
dream! — . > 

At that gay period, when the. celebration 
of anniveisary ^nn^rs, political meetings, 
and pious. uiii<»is, cause the walls of Free- 
masons' Hall to ting alternately with the 
sounds of iKMsterouS toasts^ merry song^; 
often^retieated and tedious, speeches' of re-' 
form, m still more tedious and saintly 
hymns, — whi^n charity balls and' Charity 
concerts, tinder the patronage of some 
fair decoys of Fashion, extract frotai the 
pocket of tfie unWiUing beau his one pound 
one, and. offer to Uis eager sisters or cousins 
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their only chance of even inhaling the same 
air respired by the elect of the day — ^last ssed 
resource of Almack's discarded applicants; 
— ^wben White's bow*window, once more 
crowded with its phalanx of. critics^ obligees 
many a "would be/\ to prefer the^hady side 
of St. James-:street^ who has not^courage^o 
encounter the passing sarcasms which ate 
shot from that fashionable battery,, with the 
effect and celerity of balls from Mr. Perkins'a 
steam-engine.— 

Distressing moment ! when many an im-^ 
portant personage, who before Easter lounged 
in all the .ease and grandeur of a double 
Opera- box, embosomed in his well-furred coat 
— now yielding to increasing prices, descends 
to join the common ten-and-sixpenny herd, 
who choke the pit, contenting. himself, like a 
fallen angel, with sighing and looking up 
from the depths of the black abyss upon the 
brilliant galaxy where erst he himself ap- 
peared a conspicuous and envied luminary; 
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ot perhaps by way of revenge retires ta the 
sea-side^ for the benefit of his wife's health, 
lets his house for the season at an extravagant 
price^ and lives rent-free for the remainder of 
the year. Bat I have already extended my 
catalogue otwbens to an unnecessary length; 
and as I conclude my readers have by this 
time pretty well ascertained the season of 
the year to which I allude^ and are anxious 
for me to commence my narrative, I shall 
without farther delay enter upon my subject. 

At the period then to which I have referred/ 
in the year 18 — , a heavily laden post-chaise 
was seen to ascend Berkeley Square, and at 
length to draw up at the door of Mr. Thomas's 
HoteL From the . outward appearance of 
the equipage, its luggage, and attendant, 
there was every reason to surmise that the 
traveller had lately arrived from one of our 
Eastern possessions; 

On the roof of the vehicle were fastened 
sundry boxes, parcels, and packages, of 
foreign And anomalous appearance ; at all 
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events, looking like any thing rather ti&an the 
neatly-polished cases and convenient iaipe- 
rials of Messrs. Hndson; and what man with 
any tasiear regard for has own comfort would 
Ifjftt^er trust his coats or his bttxes to the 
l>6ots orjsprmgs of any other coach-maker? 
• A ctirioasly^bnacd cage, in which anierior-* 
mons cockatoo i dangled to and fro, was at^ 
tacbed to one of the front windows^ whose 
shrill screams ontnoised even the rumblii^ 
of the wheels or clattering of the horses'' 
hoofs. A large yellow chesty which might 
On the banks of the Ganges have served as a 
load for a fulWopthed elephant; was secured 
behind ; whilst a native servant— his head 
enveloped in the ample folds of a snow->white 
tarban> rings, in his ears not much inferior 
ih size to a fourth-form boy's boop^ and the 
mark of casU on his forehead^-^sal perched 
on the summit of two or. three portmanteaus 
in front> endeavouring, with one hand grasp- 
ing the bar and the other cliiiging to the lea- 
ther of a springs .to prosidrve his equilibriam 
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cm^this n(nrd/aiid,.to Judge by the distortion 
of bis coontpiiairce, not veijy agreemble paHan-^ 
quin^ when every jolt or jostle threatened to 
disiodge some of bis fine set of teethi or dis- 
locate UmbB which had very much the curve 
and iudination of Shxpn arches. 
• It was,' however, evident, fliat the inmate 
6f ithe n&adhiBe.was; not only a personage of 
nome^ weidth and importance, bat that his 
arrival had been anticipated, and prepara* 
. tions' made for his reception. 

Noi jsooner /had the vehicle hatted at the 
door than two 6r three tall £o<^tmeo, with 
more^thian the usual proportion of powder, 
fringe^: and lace, hteded- by a man out of 
livecy,.hayiiigihe .portly "bearing of a bntler 
or stxn^ard^ and folio W€id' by a string of 
waiters and poitersj^ rushed into the street, 
whHst themfaster.of the hotel and the very 
un|iortant> personslge his wifey advanced as 
far as the landingrplace, and, withoot com* 
promising £heir own dignity, proceeded to 
make their obeisance and offer their welcome 
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to the oew comer a»..thQyji3hered bwjip- 
stairs toithe suite of apMtmenta prepared for 
his occupation. 

Upon the first landing- place> the jstranger^ 
who was a man rajther. advanced in years, 
but of lofty carriage^ dignified,, and. pftrti- 
cularly gentlemanlike though stern appear- 
ance^ was eagerly met by a. still beautiful 
and interesting-looking woman, many years 
younger than himself. • '^ 

At the sight of this fair personage the . 
traveller. extended bis arms. and quickened 
his pace,. wJiich hitherto had. expressed more 
of Indian dignity and official solemnity,. than 
any of the warm-hearted ans^iety of an Eng^ 
lishman^ when about to meet some dear loved 
object.. A moment, however^ sufficed to lock 
the couple in.each other's arms. 

" My dearest Sir Herbert/'— " My dearest 
Laura," was heard mutually to escape their 
lips as the door of the saloon closed, upon 
them. ' 

A tremendous uproar had, however, arisen 
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domi-rtairg inconsequence of a quarrel be- 
tween Sin^^e^ the native servant, and one of 
tixe other domeBtics. Tbie fotttier, acciis- 
toaedifor many years to hold absolute control 
over ibe utranger's household in India^ and 
to superintend the packing or unloading bis 
mtater^s eltsphants aud^ trav^ing equipage, 
feU extremely indignant at the simultaneous 
rusk vmade. by tiie different assistants to 
remove into the house the varied contents of 
the carriage, not only without hisi orders, but 
ev^i Without the compliment of a single 
^afom. After rolling his dark eyes with the 
lodcdf a demon, and grinning like an enraged 
tiger, be uttered a thousand curses in his 
native tongue, now and then breaking in 
with, *tK6 Massa Gorormighty leab him, 
Gackadoo up him Palakin ! Why for debil, 
Gohemor no kick him, damn tiebs, at a 
bottom up a stairs? Och, Gorra! Gorrano 
touch him. Rajah Palaum! ok a bite him 
blood op a finger!" 
The domestics, however, continued their 
B 2 



) 
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operations^ utterly regardless of the poor 
man's anger, and took no other notice of him 
than now and then . sayingr, '^Here, catch 

hold. Blacky !** as they handed out a parcel; 

•*■' ' 1 • -'» 
which of course added to his fury and their 

'••■■j ' 

amusement. . . ' ? 

Single had^ however^ borne all tif is hitherto, 
without, coming to any orert act of. violencci 
until he saw one pf the footmen take posses- 
sion of his master'^ wriling-case, which the 
faithful native knew contained the traveller's 
most valuable papers ; then losing all coin- 
maud of himself,t he roared out, " Honka; 
raskill, no steal him, Srarbert pepper box !" 
and th^n feeling for his handjar, which was 
stuck through the fold of a shawl girdle, he 
made a rush at the servant, and would in- 
evitably have put an end to the man's farther 
servitude in this world, had not his arm been 
fortunately arrested, and the dagger wrenched 
from his grasp by another domestic. 

Dep^ved of his native weapon and burst- 
ing with fury, Singee, who was a man of iin- 
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mense muscular streng^h^ now turned bis 
rage against the well-dressed and highly 
powdered foe who had providentially saved 
his neck from the gallows. In an instant he 
darted at the footman, seized him by the 
waist with .both ^is arms/ whilst he fastened 
like a buH-dog with his teeth on the lacquey's 
well-studied tie; and then ensued a most 
terrific struggle between them, which none 
of the by-standers at first attempted to 
interrupt 

Whilst the twa combatants were straining 
every nerve for mastery, Rajah Palaum, who 
was no other than a peculiarly scarce and 
rar« monkey of a large size, which the tra- 
veller intended as a present to the King, and 
who had hitherto remained a passive spec- 
tator, upon seeing his friend and companion 
Singee in danger of having his lungs ren- 
dered useless by the vjtce-like grasp of the 
brawny footman, after ihe wing his te^th,"and 
gabbling a short declaration of war, now 
sprung from his corner on the back of fii^ 



latter, and f^eiaing tbe biit-«iui^ of the pos^ 
lilion's whip, coianieiiCed a tremendaas b,U 
tack lipo& th^ h&tt and powdered head of hi9 
fHend's antagonist; Unable to resratithis 
firesh reinfordenaent, tto footmaii began ti> 
r^lax his efforts, whilst hlsft>es redoabled 
theirs ; and ia an instant tbe two were seen 
rolling and flonndering lift tbe kennel, where 
the two f6reigners', nnaccustomed to the 
mode of' Brilish fighting, and utterly regard^ 
less of the law of honour, which forbids one's 
striking a fallen foe, continued to batter the 
vanquished enemy without feeling or mercy. 
I am, however, under the necessity of leaving 
them to the care of the spectators whilst I 
proceed to render some account of Sir Her- 
bert a Ad Lady Milton. ^ 
&fr Herbert Milton .was the cadet of a 
junior branch of an ancient and distinguished 
family in the West of England. His father, 
who was himself a yotitiger son, and had a 
large family to provide fdr, had been happy 
to accept for his boy a writership at one of 



out Fiiesidencies in the Bast, in techang«, 
and as a sort of remuneration, for some im* 
portant electioneering* sendees rendered to 
the member of a neigbbonring borough ; Us 
two elder sons being already proTided for in 
the army. In which serrice they both termi* 
nated a 4ihort and early c3areer. 

Oonsequenltly, at the age of irf&teeny with an 
order for fifty ponnds per annum on an agent 
at in his pocket, the usnat quantity of 

shirts and stockings in his trunks, a liberal 
allowance of parental advice in his heart, and 
a tolerable proportion of Hindostanee and 
Bonnycastle in his head, the young Herbert 
was shipped off for India, either to make his 
fortune or die of bile, as Providenpe in its 
wisdom might afterwards direct. 

Next to the conyenient assistance which 
that very useful, healthy, and efficient colony 
of Sierra Leone affords to the War Office and 
Ck>lonial Department, in disposingof dnd safe- 
ly providing for a host of troublesome appli- 
cants, who infest the Duke's levee, or that of 
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the President of tbe ^B^QraTd of Contro]^ there is 
nothkigithat<caii be comfsaeA to avwritership 
or cadetship in India) for a father anxioas to 
provide for an ieaterprising sojd^ especially if 
the station have the advantage of being a little 
unhealthy; jfor^ in .that case, ;adviaiiGement 
and promotion are on the on€|. hand more 
rapid, and. fortunes more spieedily< amassed, 
whilst on the oth^iyifth^j^Ji^le or a,ny other 
fever shoiisldiiirBfortunat§ly prove fatal to the 
neophyte^ a.few.tears^ and a black coat>.save 
a wonderful deal of cai:eytro«bIe and expense. 
' Hesbert Milton had been from his earliest 
years a boyiof qold, imcoogenial^ and reserved 
disposition, coupled with the most firm* un- 
bending., resolution, and the most ardent 
desire for improvement. His unwearied ap- 
plication to his primer had early given great 
delight.to the village pedagogue entrusted with 
the ^commencement .of his literary pursuits; 
indeed it might have .gladdened the heart of 
the worthy. Mrs. Barbauld herself, as much 
afi his propensity.. to economise bis weekly. 
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pocket-money enchanted that of his father/ 
fix>m whom he regularly, it is true, asked for 
his gingerbread allowance, but never spent it. 
There were, however,' occasions when he 
evinced a degree of liberality, amounting to 
profusion: this trait (which was one of his 
leading characteristics through life), added to 
a spirit of chivalrous honour and integrity, 
and an abhorrence of falsehood, excited the 
surprise and admiration of every one front 
his youngest days. 

Indeed, to such a point did Milton carry 
his high and noble sentiment of honour, that^^ 
from the period of his first introduction into 
the world, until the moment of my introducing 
him to the acquaintance of my readers, he* 
was proverbial for never having uttered an 
untruth, even in jest, as well as for never hav- 
ing broken a promise, however trifling and 
insignificant. 

^ Many years had not passed over the head 
of the young adventurer in India, ere his un- 
wearied attention to his duties, and his repu- 
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tatioQ for pTiiictnaiity a»d integrity, attracted 
tbe attention^ not :o.nIy : of the .Government 
al^road^ bat that of the Court 6f Directors at 
home. For once, menfc met, with its reward; 
and b:i3: advancement and sncceds were unr; 
usually rapid. He- was jaippointiad.to fill em* 
ployments^ in whiefa, had he foilowdd the ad- 
vice or example of his co-empIoy^s, he might 
speedily have amassed a colossal fortune^ and 
converted the confidential situations he held 
into mines of wealth — even as his prcdeces^ 
sors had done before him. 
, Possessing not alohethe good opinion, bnt 
the unbounded confidence. of the Governor- 
general, every opportunity was afibrded him 
^Of increasing his fortune, by means which 
bad hitherto been considered perfectly ex- 
cusable. But his appointment, as a high 
public servant, at once formed a new era, an 
absolute revolution in the administration of 
affairs. Instead of giving au indirect sanc- 
tion, by winkibg at the common system of 
peculation^ and rendering himself, whenever 
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the occasion offered, the ready medium of 
that bribery, which bad so long been carried on 
with impunity between the native chiefs and 
government ofl^cers, he was resolved to strike 
at the root of the evil, and if possible to put 
an end to a custom so detrimental to the jus- 
tice of the laws, and so prejudicial to the 
interests of the Company. 

It wa» Mr. Milton's wish to give to our offi- 
cial employments on the Indian Continent 
the same character for integrity and probity 
which they possess at home; — in short, to 
establish for them a reputation far different 
from that which they had hitherto merited 
and enjoyed ; and it was to be expected, with 
such views of reform, openly professed and 
acted up to> and of which Mr. Milton gave the 
strictest example in his own conduct— joined 
to the cold, and unsocial manners which were 
natural to him, — that he should become rather 
an object of fear and respect, than of friend- 
ship and regard, to the different gentlemen who 
formed the society at the seat of Government. 
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His teixq[)erkte and frtigal habits^ the spirit 
of ecimomy which he had so "early imbibed^ 
and had icontinoied to practise with tlie'grea;^^ 
esitseveAtyy togethet with iris love of study 
and taste for retirement^ in a gteat nieasore 
secluded him from the parties 'of amusement 
and. diversion^ in^hich most other residents 
were eager to enj6y, . 
• Wrapped in the duties of ffis station^ and 
permitting himself little recreation, Mr« Mil* 
ton had hitherto remained a bachelor; indeed, 
he had allowed himself few opportunities of 
indulging in the society of the other sex, who^ 
1idien.Uiey.did meet, looked npon him, in 
deapife of a very: handsome person, as a 
foan swoinb t^ cdibacy, and as utterly im* 
p^netra^le as the Forfc of Bhurtphore- — 
&nd consequently, gave tip all idea of laying 
siege to the: large fortune, which he was 
said to ! have accumnlajted. Having, how- 
ever, nearly attained bis fortieth year, Mr. 
Miltooi himself began to consider, that if 
aver he intended to marry, it was high time to 
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look out for some fair person who might take 
upon herself the interesting functions of scold* 
ing his servants^ j^ending his money, contra- 
dicting himself, and rearing half-andoeen 
chftdren to assist hitnin^getting rid of his 
savings* Gastingfais eyes over the contents of 
thelndiaa&male bazaar^, Mr. Milton fixed his 
choice (for eyen herb tUe men iire/prriiloged' to 
throw the handkerch^ cm Laura jOosby, 
one of the most beautifal and amiable crea- 
tures that^had ever been exported firom the 
mother country f«r the speculative purpose 
of jvhat is called '' hooking a Nabbb.^ > 

There is something peculiarly chan^cteiis^ 
tic of the commercial spirit wtlicb p^vades 
the people of this country, in thus converting 
the. danghters of a fanulyinto mere articles of 
barter and exportation : it is strange to Inar 
of whole cargoes of these fair consignments^ 
migrating by every outward bound fleet, with 
a 'view of seeking husbands and establish- 
ments on the shores of Malabar, or the coast 
of Coromandel, where they are forwarded to 
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the care, and constgned to the di^posal^ of 
some priictised 'resident's wife, wboiherself 
had been pf evion^y shipped off, landed, and 
put up -for sale in a similar manner.- .iOn 
theivarriyal at th^ destined mart;rhiuidfeds 
of eager eye^^ai^ait them, ^andlheyiare quickly 
bargained tod provided for according to iiheir 
own merits; or the.bill oflading^despatcMed 
by the paterhal ndrchant* 

The success of these damsels ris, however, 
rendered intioh more certain,. attd\ their, hopes 
of advantageous matches considevftbly height-* 
ened, if they possess good manners^ a. few 
accomplishments, andy labove :Jally if ; they 
can claim eo9ntiLtion, ' though in a. distant 
degree, with the^ peerage, or if th'ey happen »to 
be either Niece to a< Baronetj or )Cousin«-ger- 
man to a member of the lower House.. What 
is called godd connexion is: the first of all 
requisites ; and a young lady possessing this 
advantage may almost make her own selec- 
tion, and even go as far as to refilse one <or 
two of the first bidders. 
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Am/pngfiit these rare personages^ this select 
baadiiMiss Crosby, the daughter of an ancient 
andiresp^able f)an^)y. in one qf.our most 
beantitid mfdlspid coui^^es^ had the.good for- 
tune tai^.niufiib^jred,! and ^^e had therefore 
scaicely. rpcpveii^ed jEjtom the ejects of the voy- 
age> or beenii^rpduced jofp t^^ spdety of the 
lad|r to v«4igan s^e had been remitted, who 
was thejWAfci c^f tbe^lfigl^est offiQal personage, 
ere/she. beoanie jan pbj^ct of rivalry and admi- 
ration amongst the ,. gentlemen pf jt^e settle- 
ment^ whose legitimately or legitimately ac- 
quired fortunes permitted ^ the^ to enter into 
the hymeneal market* A short time con- 
TincedJilrw MiltOQ^rwho .to/thp, astonishment 
of esrery one now^^fitered, more jnto society, 
that^Miss Crosby yasftjie being of all others 
most calci|Ia(ied , t,9 e;nstire his happiness ; 
whilst tlje-youjig jfidy, <}n Jifir^rt, flattered 
at tbe>idaa p^ bf^ipg the firs|;^ per^pn who had 
eTei&^t>ei^>able}tP cl^awhi^m from his retire- 
mept^^or Qxcil^ ^?y other p^ssipn in his breast 



22 ALMAGR'S RBVISIT£D. 

than the love of his official duties, i^peared 
to xeceive his attentions with satisfactiop^ and 
at length yielded to the proposal conveyed to 
her through tbe lady of Mn Milton's chiefl In 
less than £x months after her landing Ja India; 
Laora Crosby became theiHfe of Mr. Miltoa; 
and although, the disparity in. their years was 
cdnsiderabl^yet^evisry pi)S8lblehat>pinesa ap- 
peared likely: to be the rcisaljt 6( their onion j. 
; In the cqiirse of three! or four yeara themar- 
riage of 'Mr* and Mrs. Milton was rendered 
still inore happjt by the birth of two children; 
the eldest a girl» whiP lived but to attain i^ 
third year ; the second a boy^ thie hero of ithe 
following narrative. From upremitdiig atten- 
tion, during many mcmtbs, to thex^are of tj|^ 
lijttle girl, who .bad been a weak mid sicUy 
child firom the period of its. birtb, and from 
subsequentgrief atitsloss, combined withtb# 
effdcts of climate and hersecond Qccmichement0 
the health of Mrs. Milton ireeeived so^aevere a 
shock, and became affected to stichiad^^xe^ 
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that tbe greatest apprehensions were enter- 
tained for her safety. It was therefore ur- 
gently advised by the physicians* and strongly 
recommended foy. Mr. Milton's friends, that 
measures should be immediately adopted for 
het retuni to Europe^ as the only chance of 
saving her life. 

Pain£d as tUs alternative most hare been 
to botb> Mr. Milton did not hesitate a moment 
in submitting to the opinions of the medical 
inen^ and was aa^as to: accompany. her, but 
found it impolssibl^ to do so without iserious 
h>8s, and the chknee >of mai;rihg for ever his 
now rapidly advancing career.. ' 

Every preparation being completed, which 
could afford comfort or pleasure to Mrs. Mil- 
ton during the vojrage, and arrangements hav^- 
iiig been made for her futinre. establishment 
(in England) on the mqst liberal fiK>fibg, witii 
^ 'sorrowful and almost breaking heart she 
bade adiea *to her husband and mfhnt boy^ 
whose extreme delicacy lendeced it impossi- 
ble that he should accotepany her. 
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It was not until the departore of his beau- 
tiftiltTife,— until 'he found himself alone with 
hisinfantchiid.thatMr.kilton'diseVJVeredhpw 
dearshe was to him, and tow'ii^ce&sary.to 
his happiness ; or thki he felt'Vtf it^ fall force 
all the bittenless 6^ h^r'^oW-^^HisW, it is 
true, was not'expressed in a yioledt'toanner, 
but it was not the less deep and sincere. His 
former inclination forseciusioii now increased 
to such a degree, tiiatwhatwas before a love 
of retirement, now almost appeared converted 
into misanthropy. Devoting faimself to the 
care of his child, who was also destined in a 
short time to be taken from him, Mr. MUton 
shut himself up as ifair as his official duties 
permittjeil, 'w»d became' 'ahnosV inaccessible 
even to his few foends. 
. Many months iiad not' eiapsed; ere the 
yoting ft'erbert, w\io liad"sikiggMcl on to his 
second year,'evince£l'sucli syinptdms of debi- 
lity, tiiat the only resource left was'change of 
climate. It wks' therefore 'deterinined that 
the infant shoiili' be despa^cted forthwith to 
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^gland. To thjsftlso Mr. Milton was obliged 
to..coiiseDt;.and when the child was taken 
away, for embarkation, thi^ grief he had felt at 
the departure of his wife was renewed, and 
rendered doubly painful by his being deprived 
of his only remaining comfort or consolation, 
tn the mean time' Mrs. Milton, whose 
strength gradually improved as she approach- 
ed the shores of her native land, arrived safely 
in England, and was received with open arms 
by her delighted parents and friends. Care, 
skilful ad vice, and judicious treatment, quickly 
wrought a favourable change, and restored her 
constitution to its wonted tone. Indeed, so 
completely was she re-established, that she 
anxiously looked forward to the idea of again 
proceeding to join her husband and child, or 
at least to that of their speedy return to 
Europe; a possibility> which Mr. Milton, in 
his letters, hinted might not be far distant. 
By the same vessel, however, which conveyed 
the young Herbert to England, Mr. Milton 
communicated to his wife not only the anxiety 
VOL. I. c 
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he felt to be again united to her, but declared 
his intention of not delaying fai» stay in IntKa 
beyond a period of three ^r four years. He 
therefore recommended her to renounce all 
idea oS returning to. India« pointed out the 
system he wished to be pursued with hisboy^ 
in the eveut of his life being spared, and 
ui^edher to the enjoyment of society and 
amusements^ to which she was entitled from 
her connexions, her personal attractions, and 
the liberal allowance which he bad made for 
her establishment. Year after year, how- 
ever, rolled on, unforeseen delays occurred, 
said circumstances arose which induced him 
to procrastinate the x>eriod of his return, of 
which he still spoke, but with less eagerness. 
Time, that admirable corrective for all pas- 
sions, griefs, or joys, not only softened his 
sorrows, but habituated him more firmly to 
the secluded and laborious life which he had 
adopted ; at the same time, the hiany im- 
portant affairs with which he was intrusted, 
the multiplicity of business, and with it the 
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honour and credit which fell to bis share (a 
baronetcy having been conferred upon bim), 
in gratifying his ambition, in a great measure 
not only diverted his mind from those ties 
which otherwise would solely have occupied 
his thoughts, but entirely banished from his 
mind all idea of retiring from public life; 
insomttcfa/that a period of more than twenty 
years had elapsed between the d^arture of 
Lady Milton from India, and that of Sir Her* 
bert's return ta his native country^ from which 
he had been absent upwards of forty-five 
years. 
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CHAPTER II. 

It is now time, hftving rendered spme ao 
cpunt of his parents, to introduce my hero to 
my reader. I will not pursue his progress 
from the top-spinning urcbinry and dirt of 
the. lower Greek, through the incipient des- 
potism and miniature dandyism of the fifth 
form, to the final majesty of the supreme and 
liberty-giving sixth. Suffice it to say, that 
on his transplantation to the land of his fore- 
fathers, he grew as rapidly in grace, strength, 
and beauty, as the heart of the tenderestand 
most anxious mother could desire. 

The preparatory process of his education 
was intrusted to the charge, and rapidly ad- 
vanced under the paternal care and profound 
learning of a most pious and amiable indivi- 
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dual, who> at this piesent hour, sheds the ^it- 
most lustre and dignity on one of the higher 
offoes of the- charch. The name of onr hero, 
carved in deep and well-blacked Iptters (by 
the Cerbenis of his time), a few yards below 
the rightrhand side' of Doctor Keates" desk in 
the upper school, still gives a sufficient proof 
that he was entitled to spring to the. resent 
at the sound of the well-loved and never*for- 
gotten battle cry of Floreat Etona.'' HaviDg 
attained the age of sixteen, a commission was 
obtained for him in one of the regiments of 
GaaFds. . . 

Here I conclade it is necessary to give 
some account of his person, which I shall db^ 
not merely from the most distinct recollection 
of the Matures and form of Herbert Milton 
himself, but from a rec^it inspection of the 
beautifql full-length portrait in the poi^session 
of his family, which many of my readers may 
have seen: and admired in the Exhibition, as 
one of .the happiest and most highly-finished 
productions of the masterly president. He 
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wal» rather above fhe cofiinKm ^gttf ttii« in t&ese 
degenerate day^ : his pefsoii^ thcmgh i;?rotfght 
in the finest i^oportion, wad more temai4fi^Ie 
for its grace and activity^ Khan for its mus- 
onlar sti^ngth . His high forehead^ ai^d finely 
rcmnded head, was shaded hf a redundancy 
of dark brown hair/ waving in itfat^l^I carls, 
which required not the assistance of the 
hnman ^comb or tbe^ five fibgers lb' '■ raise it 
from the ocdiputy but merely demanded tiie 
assistance of Mr. Trdefit^s periodical scksors 
to check its Inxuriance, whilst it disdftkted- 
the fostering warmth of the corling-il^ms, 
which now-a-days are so constailtly employ- 
ed in converting the Ifmk and pends^itt tihatch 
of our beanx' heads into the best possible 
imitation of an Astrakan lamb's-skin> or a pet 
poodle dog's fttely jevkin. 

A pairof bfiUtanthaadeyeSy and an open^ 
manly oonntenance, bei^oketheoandonr and 
integrity of a heart Which throngh Itfe was 
aUve to the* finest s^timeitts of imtnie. His 
skfll and snccess in all fhe manly games and 
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pvoyevhial«s his gsaoe and gentlenatily man* 
nef in the a^e moTements of the ball^rooiD, 
as well as bis dddress in tibe more serioas 
knowlei^e .ittd me of arms ; a science, how- 
erer;^ of'V^ch Herbert was never known to 
lake axHraiitage, but in espousing the cavse ot 
the wieaky or in defeiMHrng-his own person, 
when: e? ery other method ot hotMmrableed- 
jastmtat mt eondliatieii had fkiledran ex- 
nmfie waHbj of isiitatioii by some of the 
MpadasM^'ot the day, who, relying on their 
ddlL at Uttingan ace, snuffing a candle, or 
knocking ever balf-a^seoce^ ^ftpoftpees at Le 
Page's and 2 Manton'^s, not onlyexnlt in^^the 
uQiidier of .affairs they have had, bat eshlMt 
their pistols scored. with < the mementos of 
their prowess, /as conntry cricketers- mark 
their notches on a stick, or gamekeepers their 
masteie'ehotisin a battae. 

fierbert^s^ taste' for the fine aits, att firat Ba* 
tuml; aed allerwards matnied by travelHng, 
and,.4ibove all, that for music, aided by a fine. 
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clear, and. mellow ienot,:B,tme:voce,diipetiOy 
for the.sweetness of which he was more in- 
debted to nature than art, rendered him^a 
.welcome and most acceptable addition.to the 
parties fines of the most distinguished ama- 
teurs; whilst his good humour, absence of 
.all conceit and affectation, and,;aboye.all;.his 
most gentlemanly manners and^ handsome 
person, caused him to be an object.of general 
.recherche in the highest and best society. 

No sooner was it bussed about that he was 
son of the handi^ome .and fajshionable Lady 
Milton, not ,a, scorpion (Anglick a younger 
brother), but the apparent heir.of a large for- 
tune, than.cards for dinners and parties oveir- 
flowed upon him. Fifty provident mammas 
begged to.be introduced to him, and carefully 
inscjibed his name, and, aboye all, his pros- 
pects, in their tablets. 

After due inquiry, this respectable band of 
female, Guerillas .resolved to confine .their at- 
tacks to.the suburbs of ^the young debutant, 
merely giving him every enconragementzto 
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iirt a little with their elder daughters, in 
order to kaep aliye tiie acqaaintapce» until 
his ysears, and tbcwe of some younger "bread 
and batter" damsel, not.yet^escaped from tlie 
watch-tower of the governess, mig^t render 
their nearer attacks more jistifiable, and 
note prodaotive. The only son of a banmet^ 
a peer eventoldly perhaps, and :that baronet 
a rich and. old East Indian, whose life the 
most^iterprising Insnraace Office in London 
would not gaarante'e for more than eleven 
years (bile, liver, climate, and subsequent 
Bath waters included), being a lure which 
these specGdatiTe jadcals never can reisist. 
It being in such cases conddered as nrach 
a matter of duty which they owe to their 
families, to mark down and transfix the 
young embryos of fashion in their sheUs, 
as with Dorsetshire farmers to kiU the 
young rooks in their nests, or ta convert. the 
produce of the old ones, during the process 
of ineabation, into plover's eggs for the 
London mmrkets. 

c2 
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It is needless to say, that, with these adr 
Tantages^ Herbert Milton's success in society 
was complete; and if I add, that bis head 
was a little turned mth ,the flattery and at- 
tention he .met with, no one can be surprised. 
Nothing had been, omitted by Lady Milton 
to render her son not only one of the mo(^t 
accomplished men of the age, but every care 
had been taken to impress upon his mind the 
purest sentiments of morality and religion^ 
and he had hitherto given every reason tp 
believe that these essential lessons had not 
been thrown away. 

He left Eton with the reputation of high 
classical acquirements, and with a character 
for integrity and honour, not inferior to that 
of his father ; he was noted in his regiment 
for his generosity and bravery ; in short, np 
young man ever held a commission in the 
Guards with brighter prospects of success, 
or was more generally beloved by his com-? 
rades and esteemed by his commanding 
officers. If Lady Milton had every reason tq 
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feel satisfied with her son's prop^ss in the 
world, she had still more reason to be grati- 
fied with the reception he met with at Court, 
and the remarks made upon him by his vene- 
rable and revered Sovereign. As the beau* 
tiful mother, leaning on the young soldier's 
arm, approached the Royal Presence, the 
good old Monarchy turning round to his 
illas^ious consort, observed with his usual 
kind and benevolent manner, '^ Young Milton 
young Milton, fine recruit — a credit to the 
Guards — ^as handsome as his mother, nd doubt 
as good — ^highly spoken, highly spoken of 
by his regiment;" and then addressing hiiti- 
self to Herbert, he added, ** Glad to see yoU) 
glad to see you, honour and character here- 
ditary in the family." 

There was something so flattering at such 
a moment in the kindness of his Majesty, that 
Lady Milton was for a time extremely af>- 
fect^d, and indeed could hardly command her 
feelings, as she gracefully knelt down to make 
her obeisance to the Royal pair; and what 
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mother, idolizing an only son, would not have 
betrayed some emotion on such an occasion t 
Who is there that would not have felt grati- 
fied at the praise proceeding from sach a 
source? I do not address myself to those 
who with boasted affectation pretend to de- 
spise, or disregard the inflaence of a Court, 
and if they do not openly endeavour to in- 
sult, at least ref wse the decent homage due to 
their Sovereign, — a proof neither of their 
sense, foresight, or consistency. Many of 
these independents being the first to grasp 
with eagerness any place or appointment 
which they can procure for some member of 
their family not yet provided for, and even- 
tually becoming, in their own persons, the 
most assiduous converts to courtiership^f 
their King, forgetting or despising their con- 
duct, should command them to be invited to 
dinner, and their wives and daughters to a 
ball or party ** frocks." I speak not to such 
as these, who with abuse on their tongues, 
and envy in their hearts, choose not to draw 
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a distinction between the man M a priirate 
mdividaal and the man invested with the ar- 
dnous burthen inherent in his illnstrioos and 
elevated situation ; who can nfake no allow- 
ance for the weakness of hnman natare/and 
for the errors and fiiilings incidental to his 
difficalt position^ often arising from the coun- 
sels and representations' of his servants, to 
whose opinions he is often obliged to yield, 
in despite of his own judgment or the dictates 
of his heart and feelings. But I speak to 
those who do not, in their condemnation of 
any public measures^ indiscriminately blind 
themselves to private and domestic virtues, 
but, above all, I address myself to those 
whos^ hearts must still warm, whose eyes 
must still glisten, at the memory of the vene* 
rable and virtuous Monarch, to whom Lady 
Milton had the honour of presenting her son. 
It has fallen to my lot to be introduced, I 
have bent the knee fund bowed the head, to 
most of the crowned heads, the mightiest 
potentates of the earth, I have seen them on 
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QCoasioDS and at moments the most calcu* 
lated to excite the liveliest emotions and 
leave the strongest impressions on the mind; 
at the solemn and awe-inspiring funeral^ when 
arrayed in the garb of humility and mournings 
they have accompanied to the silent tomb the 
mouldering bodies or re-collected bones of 
their predecessors ; at the gorgeous and splen- 
did altar, when. surrounded by the gold-clad 
ministers and treasure-sparkling emblems of 
religion, they have .first received the sacred 
unction, or bent their brows to accept the 
QQptial diadem ; on the field of war, amidst 
the thunder of battle, amidst the horrors of 
carnage,, and the devastation of combat, when 
their presence has alone sufficed to excite 
with' maddening enthusiasm the fury of vie* 
toriop^. columns, oi: their word to arrest the 
retreat, and reanimate the courage of defeated 
and broken hosts; J have seen them in all the 
' spletidourand magnificence of their Courts^ia 
all the brilliancy of dress and decorations^ 
amidst the glittering attributes of their power, 
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^surrounded by honour, dignities^ and gran- 

jdeur; the greatest, the most beautiful of the 

land bending in homage before them ; I have 

seen them under every circumstance most 

suited to leave upon my memory the strongest 

• 
traces of their persons and their greatness — 

of all these, however, nothing remains but a 
faint and indistinct remembrance, confused 
as the fading image of a dream, or the recol- 
lection of some theatric pageantry. Whereas, 
though years have rolled away, though time 
with its engulpbiug power has weakened 
the vigour of my memory ; still those days of 
my boyhood are fresh — still do I see before 
me, as if* it were but yesterday, the image of 
the good, the aged Monarch, as, in his simple 
dress, and with unassuming appearance and 
modest retinue, he stayed his hunter^ in pass- 
ing through the College, to addres3 some 
fortunate s^nd ei^vied schoolfellow, J see the 
benevolent ^mile, and bear the hqrried quesr 
tion, as he accosted ~^ome of the numerous 
happy urchins, who with delightf^d faces an^ 
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joyous hearts crowded the low wall — ^aboYe 
all^ the sounds still ring in my ears of the 
heartfelt ^^ Hurrah!" the deafening skput^ and 
earnesf God bless the King!" roared and 
re-echoed from a host of loyal hearts. I see 
the beam of pleasure which glanced across 
the countenance of the venerable Prince^ as^ 
gently raising his hat from his head^ he hear* 
tily returned the compliment^ and whilst he 
uttered a kind ^' God bless you all ! — ^be good 
boys— be good boys, and 111 ask for a holi* 
day from the Doctor/* he put his horse 
into a gallop, and resumed the pleasures of 
the chase, apparently well pleased with the 
genuine proof of his infant subjects' lore and 
loyalty. ^ Brave hearts ! how many of you 
since that period have proved the sincerity 
of your attachment ! how many of you since 
then have whitened with your bones, and irri- 
gated with your blood, the field of honour! 
how many of you have perished for the glory 
of your King and Fatherland! Honour 
and peace to the virtuous ashes of the best 
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.of. kiogs, glory to the souls of the heroic 

. At the eud.of two or three yc^ar^, which had 
.been one succession of pleasure, an interrup- 
.tion took place in the atnnsements of Herbert, 
.in. consequence of his regiment being ordered 
on^foreign service ; an event which was .as 
^ardently desired by Herbert, as it was dreaded 
by Lady Miltop. 

.My readers must .pardon me if I take the 
liberty of not following him on the Continent 
.Every person is now well acquainted with the 
gall^t de^ds of , our bra.vo armies : so much 
Jias been said and written on the subject of 
their campaigns/ marches, bivouacs, and com- 
.bats, that it would be both tiresome and pre- 
sumptuous to render this story a vehicle :for 
panegyric, vcitber pn the heroic troopts, or en- 
comium pa the mighty chief, who led them 
from victory to victory, from the shores of the 
Tagus to the palace of the C^ipets. It is.not 
,my pi:ovince to enoroadh upon the priyilegAS 
of the wide-marginisd, exceeding military, and 
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reHQser S0iiinifen>iis qnaito oi ttie Knigiit of St 
Anne^ or the more agreeable, though not less 
soldierlike octavo of tbeaodior of Bec^llec- 
tions:*" — besides there is not a g^n, rivnlel^ 
viSage, or petticoat, from the FHlats of Her- 
cules to tfie confines of lhe*Don, which has 
w>t been described by some military; derictol; 
jor medieal tooiist. To attempt a roma^c 
description of battles, shells, positions, AeeA 
men^ horse paHesf, glory, and frozen fiogers, 
a^ MoQsienr deSegnr^s tenific melodrione, 
ivAjjCh congealed the vi^ bYeath in one's nos- 
jfrife,^ or thc^imnritable reHiBat from Mwcew 
»f AsOey/^voald'beas great a proof ^of'rdsish^ 
■MS and impradenc^as^hafv^ry expedition 
ilself. ^ I shai) therefore merely ^iMe, HtM 
Hcpbert went through the vaiion s tjampaigttn 
with great credifta himself;^ performed no^pan- 
ticular act of exti^oydinary vnlow, becans^ 
it was difficnlt for any officer to plai;icalaii2e 
himself when aH wove eqnallif braTe-^seaped 
4fi^n wMiaiit a wound, and' at iength* retomal 
Imne on his* ptomotimp, once more to take his 
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ptece^tfiidst Ibe plearares of faflUoadrfelife, 
afed '10 becmne Ae wifliog Tiettm of aoon*^ 
4i»#Bt, ^ tiAt^h' iM bad ftlrmdy sown: ibe 
fSi^B before ki« depHtturo from EDgtand. 

A ftw Mimtbs prior to Herbert Mttton'fi 
lM'Me^<itiigr^vtl& hiftbattalion to jom that miall 
but gaHkmt armjr^ wbicb was afkerwatds des* 
ti&edto plant tbAir victorious banners on tbe 
biSightS< of Monmartre^ he received orders to 
p^oMedtO' Harwich oathe most irksome and 
painful service on which an officer or man of 
ib^ng ooold be eaqployed. Itis duty b^re 
c^ttitsted in siopetmfendiBf with other ottem's 
tbe landing' fDom- -Walclieren^ tke immense 
muffbers 'of siek or rather dyings Aien^ whose 
aifaish and ^naciatedlradi^ alveady csrowded 
thekospltalB almost to aaffocatioD^ or. in re^ 
ceitfaig^ those who boniijrnrrived in vAole de- 
tliolntant»on the qmy^ from tkat.finial aad 
aiscnrsed nwanqpr, w^hose pesiilential viE^ogrs 
had sent tor a p«em«tnre and^unhonoufred. 
gstftvesn^'manyiHindcedB of England's bravest 
aildindvtdioieii soldiers. 
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. Herbert^ whose personal courage and dis- 
regard for himself haid always been conspicu- 
ous^ had the good fortune to escape infection ; 
and by his kindness and humanity to those 
who fell, and the little comforts and liucnries 
which he procured for those who were lucky 
enough to overcome the malady, henot only 
had the mournful satisfaction to Te'ceive )the 
last hoinely blessing of many of the dying;but 
bound to him for ever the hearts of the sur- 
vivors. 

When these brave fellows rejoined their 
regiments, they communicated to theirtcom- 
rades, in terms of exaggerated gratitude. Hie 
kindness of Captain Milton; his name 'was 
handed from one to another until it became 
familiar to every man in the corps. At a 
future period, upon service, it was almodt a 
subject of contention amongst these grateful 
fellows, to see .who could betheiirst to oflfer 
to him any little assistance in their power. 
After the longest and most harassing 
marches, regardless .of their own gtnisery wA 
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fatigae^'they woold eagerly )[>roffer their- ser- 
vices to fetch water, hew wood^ pitch the tent, 
or- constmct the bivouac. When sufiering 
themselves from thirst and hunger, the old and 
hardy grenadiers, with a toss of the' shoulder 
and a hand thrust into their havresac, would 
modestly come forward and offer to' ''his 
honour-' their last mouthful of biscuit, or the 
last contents of their canteens. Whilst in the 
hour of battle the oldest veterans would watch 
his eye and follow his movements with the 
docility of childrto, but' the courage of lions. 
However Hazardous the service/ however tre- 
mendous or unequal the attempt, whether at 
the foot of the deadly breach^ or amidst the 
hurrah of the deafening and appalling charge, 
where he led, all were forward ; and upon more 
occasions than one he owed, if not^ his life, 
at least his liberty, to the self-devotion of the 
men, who, upon every occasion of peril, werie 
ready to sacrifice their existence for his safety. 
It ocoifrred one day, as Herbert was stand- 
ing on the beach, watching the arrival of the 
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boats aathey coDiireyed to tbe.abore fresh car- 
goes of emaciated and ghaslly, wretche^^ th^ 
his attention was particularly excited by the 
appearance of a young and beautiful girl, 
accompanied by an eld^ly lady and an aged 
man-;«(ervant. Thf re was somelhiog qo strik- 
ing in the graceful fdKm.and manner of the 
yonnger female, so^singqlar in.her continued 
presence at such a mcNnent^ as well as in her 
remaining a spectator of the melancholy and 
sickening scene which was, passing aronnd 
them, that Herbert could not avoid . feeling 
some degree of curiosity to ascertain tt^e n^or 
tives of their remaining on the spot. It was 
evident, from the deportment of tlft la4ies, 
that they were strangers ; and to judge by 
' their, countenances and the agitation of their 
manner, duty, some painful duty, had drawn 
them to the shore. Herbert observed that 
they appeared to watch with deep anxiety the 
arrival of the boatis as they touched the strand ; 
and as the miserable objects were placed on 
biers or bearers to convey them to the hos- 



pitals> the old domestfc was deqpuktehAd by 
them to exanune the unifonos of the attesi- 
danti^ on, if possible, perhaps to gaiii soaie 
informatioii respectiDg the person for whom 
it was, .evident they were awaiting^ 

*' Some pp<»r creatures, most pfiobabl^/' 
said Herbert to a brother officer, '^ who are 
expecting the return of a father and a hoar 
band from this wr^ched e:(peditioo»'' 

^'Some fiddlestick!" replied his compa^ 
nioo : '' I'll bet yoor a roileau, Herbert^ that 
the, old one is no mor^ acquainted with Uie 
marriage cerei^ony. than Saint Fiai^re him- 
self, and that the filly knows as much who 
her fistthSr is as I can guess who will wiif Ihe 
Derby/' 

'^ I think I neyer saw so CKpressive a coun-* 
tenance/ ret^ted Herbert, unmindful of im. 
companion's remark* ''Poor creatures! I 
wish we ^ould be of any sorvipe to them." 

''Oh! oh!" exclaimed the other, "what 
poKii .servir usted. I'll soon settle that dif* 
ficulty for you, my boy. Here, come along; 
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I'll introduce yon. Why, bless your inno- 
cence, I remember them perfectly. Not a 
word about a masqlaerade at the Opera 
House ! Do you understand^ Herbert V* 

" Why my comprehension is not quite so 
dense," answered Miltbii, " as not to undier- 
stand your meaning ; but as your memory 
and judgment do not alwjstys keep pace with 
your assurance, I shall take the liberty of 
saying; in the first -place, that you must be 
mistaken; and in the nibxt, of - querying if 
you could carry your impudence so far as to 
address two ladies who are evidently highly 
respectable V 

" D — n their respectability !" retorted the 
officer ; ^' so much the better. My maxim is; 
to use all my endeavours to make all women 
so ; and, upon my soal, I could never discover 
any difference between them, whether wife or 
widow or maid ; they are all alike, all perfect, 
until you hold them up to the light : and as for 
that, I do not understand why a* woman who. 
happens to have half-acdozen masters should 
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be a bit less respectable than a man who ha» 
a dozen mistresses. I do not see what right 
all the world have to exclaim against a poor 
girl. becaase Nature gave her a susceptible 
heart, any more than their catting a woman 
becanse half-a-dozen old prigs in huge wigs 
decide that she repented having married her 
husband and preferred some one else.'* 

*' If I thought you were serious, Sidney," 
replied Herbert, '' I should be ashamed of 
your acquaintance; but, for the sake of con* 
tradiction, I believe you would accuse your-^ 
self of highway robbery or murder." 

" Serious !'\ rejoined the other; "I never 
was more so in my life ; and, whatever you 
may think of my modesty, I'll soon put that 
of the young tit there to the test.'* 

*' My dear Sidney ,** answered his friend, 
'Met, me beg of you to consider what you are 
about. It is evident that the object of the 
lady's presence here is conUeifted with this 
dreadful service, and that they are.women of 
distinction, if not of rank : besides, if they 

VOL. I. 
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were even worse than yon «q[>po6e> ^Bureiy 
this is neitbei? a lima nor place ^to interrapt 
or insult them ; rbesides^ Sidney^ 70a know I 
can be as obstinate as yonrself ; and 'I'll tell 
yon plainly, fair or foul, good>or bad, I never 
yet saw the man who dared > to insult wrtham- . 
punlty a woman in*my pre3enoe, and so now 
do as yon like, though you will only oblige 
me to apologize to the ladies fov your con- 
duct in the first plaoe, and the next to make 
good my words with you." 

Captain Sidney, who had the greatest r^ 
gard for Herbert, and, with all his show of 
profligacy, was a kind-hearted, though a wild 
and extravagant .young man, bad as little real 
intention of «,iinoyi]ig the fair strangers, as he 
had of quarijelling with Hevbert, whooi,how^ 
ever, he took no small delight in' tormenting, 
and whathe called :^^ Orlandoing." Not satis- 
fied with his suocess in having already ex- 
cited Herbert, hie exclaimed^ ^'firavo, most 
perfect and loyal Preux ! Why, I verily be- 
lieve you would not mind breaking a (anee 



with tke Kni^t of Gayenoe hinuielfy/fliaiigli 
the bom hung at his saddlebow (ominous 
enough for a married oavalier), if he daced 
deny that the loosest of Mrs. Fry's cotteotion 
from St. Giles's (ht the Magdalen was not as 
tight'laced as Titania herself; or that the 
vilest rogue, 'who ever learned the Moulinet 
from Jack Ketch, was not as virtinms as 
Socrates!" 

'' Thank God, Sidney/' answ^ed Herbert, 
''I am not such a disciple of that arch^gotist 
La Rochefoucault, as you are,-*^since yoa 
choose to make comparisons ; nor do I think 
with Solomon on his throne, or- Diogenes in 
his tub, that a petticoat is but the emblem 
of frailty, and that all mankind are lionse* 
breakers. In fact^ I wonder, with such senti* 
ments of mankind in your heart, that you ever 
move without a constable at your elbow, 
and a pistol in your pocket. I iwonldsooner 
fly the world and the sex altog^her, an4 
turn hermit!" . 

" Indeed, I love Jthe world' Jind the .a0X a^ 
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great.deal too much to think of abandoning 
them to such sly sinners as you. Master Her- 
bert. And as for a hermitage ! unless indeed 
some little .Angelicas came to keep me com- 
pany, I should die of the dismals in two hours. 
Besides, the horrors of roots and the limpid ! 
when I hate even a potatoe, unless it is d la 
Maitre d^Hdtel, and always disguise the water 
for my very teeth with a little veritable cog- 
nac. . But, I say, Herbert, if you are surprised 
at my trusting myself without a police-officer 
and a pistol, I am equally astonished at your 
attending our profane parades, without a 
pocket-bible • in your hand, and a field- 
preiacher at your elbow. But look, Herbert! 
look at her foot ! it's a bijou. Oh, I cannot 
resist any longer." And then quitting Herbert, 
pulling up his cravat, and arranging his curls 
l^rith his fingers, and humming the general, he 
pretended to put into execution his threat of 
introducing himself to the ladies. 

Herbert now, however, laid his hand upon 
bis: arm, and said very quietly, '* Do you recol- 
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lect, Sidney, tHe battles I bud at Eton with 
long Starton and big Marmadiike V 

" Well do I recollect," replied his compa^ 
nion, stopping short, on his march, *^ the most 
immortal thrashing you gave those two in- 
safferable bullies !" 

'* Well then," answered Herbert, "you may 
also remember the cause of our quarrel?" 

" Oh, oh f I see," rejoined his' companion ; 
"first the fable, then the moral. So,' my 
slayer of giants and protector of unfortunate 
fair ones ! inasmuch as you thought proper to 
commence'y our career by throwing your hand 
as' well as your glove in Sturton's eye, be-, 
cause he rah away in a frolic with little Mfss 
Cob^ the old fellow's daughter, you would put 
an end to mine for wishing to be the first: to' 
introduce you to those ladies ; whoi by thc^ 
W* you' are dying to speak to yourself/' 

'^You tnay put what construction you^ 
please upon my motives,!' answered Herbert, 
who began to feel himself a little irritated at 

•4' 

the resolution of his comrade, /' but I can 



^Hily warn you thkt I son not a jot less quixotic 
than I was at Eton ;. and I aasb just as ready 
now to break beads for any person whom I 
see defenceless and insnltedy as I was at Eton 
to eniler 4he lists for Betty Cob. Howeyer/' 
added he good-humouredly^ ^' I am a fool for 
feeling vexed at your nonsense; for, with all 
your faults^ Hotitv I know yow have a good 
hearty and that yon are incapable of an un- 
gentlemanly action.^ 

^ ' Ah K asL old Ta9S0 says, ' eon soave Ucor 
porgiamo 'gli orli dd VasQi '' answered Sid- 
ney* ** WeU^ well, Herb^t, though your talk 
sa'^onrs more of the* hatchet of war than the 
ealnmet of peace ; yet, as I love thee, with all 
Iky morality, pacing w^U, and myself, with 
all my wickedness, much more; I shall beg to 
decline faavkig my ill-tempered interior visited 
by your well-»tempered Solingen, for the sake 
of a long-nosed girl, whom, to tell yon the 
tnith, I ne'er set eyes on before;— so take up 
thy glove, brave knightv and give me your 
valiant hand/' 
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''WiUiiigly>'iiigr dtwrSidncgr/' answerod 
Herl>art ''Tou will find I am: just as eight 
iAmy^estimi^ioii of the cbametenof tboke two 
ladies^ as I was im my opinion of y ouvSeItt" 

The friendAi . 110 w approached the landiog- 
place^ Sidney conliiauing to ejaculate^ *' Oh, 
what a fpQil Ob, Herbert^ what a taiUe 
sviltet Hf^d; me iast, or I riiall ma and 
tbrow myself at her feet !" 

During tbcilattef |Mf tof tbeincooversatioD, 
sey^rsil.bpate approadied the shore^ in one of 

which were seated somasoldieis of the -< 

segiment, escoiting sick.* men^t-^difie of whom 
was evidently an officer. On the aitiival of 
this parity, i^e: btdies^ who had hitherto te- 
mained i^^spme distance^&om the ciowd, noir 
easerly. attempted to appiosrcb^hie beach^ and 
wiitb iim As^0taiice;of ithe oU. servant ^ndaa^ 
venred to^y^ess. through the:i3oUi^rs^ sailoii^ 
and boatmen, who were busily employed m 
their resp^crti^d .<hities». . Upon addressing 
thftms^ve^to soiM.of th^ soMiers, whose na* 
tnrfa^it i%iipt;on'ai]^,^»60asiQB tctshew partion* 
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lar civility, but who were now harassed and 
engaged in their present service, the ladies 
received in reply a gruff " I don't know/' or 
a surly ^' Can't tell;" accompanied with 
'' Come^ come. Misses, by your leaf, stand 
back, we beant here to stop answering ques- 
tions;" and before the fair strangers could 
r^re, both were nearly precipitated from the 
platform of the quay into the sea, by a party 
of the soldiers who suddenly advanced with 
a bier. Herbert and Sidney> who had both 
approached close to the spot, rapidly and 
providentially sprung forward in time to 
rescue them. 

Herbert, and his companion, who in reality 
yielded nothing to the former in point of gal- 
lantry, apologized to the ladies for the rude- 
ness they had met with, and after rebuking 
the soldiers for their brutality, proffered their 
assistance. 

'' If there is any thing, in which we can be 
of service to you," said Herbert, addressing 
the two trembling females — ** if my friend 



wd mj9^V cm b» of thtt least lue, pmji com- 
mand qs." 

'' Ofeu igir!" xeiiHed the elder lady, '' my 
yemig CHmpamon has beea for some hoars 
9fW9iitmg .ttciiamval of her faUier (Hubert 
cast a sigttifioaiit glatM>e at Sidney), who we 
haire asceitaiaed is among the i sick. Upon 
Si^eing that uatform, wa thought that oar dear 
firiend might bayebeen among, the unlbrta- 
mate people, now landing/' 

"Madam," replied Herbert, ''if yoa will 
have the kmdoess tp retire from this disagree- 
able spoty and if you wUl do ns the hoaonr to 
GOmmunicate the name of the officer whom 
you expect, we will iiQmediatdy make every 
inqoity, and I have no doubt that in a few 
minutes we^ shall be enabled %Q ascertain alt 
you desire." 

Wtth a prefosiou of thaubs |ro«» the elder 

fipmale,. and a look of gratitp^e from the 

y wofi^. lady^ wbojp& agttfttion and tenror at 

her. fecent alarm bad almoat rendered speech* 

i>3 
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less, Herbert was informed that ihe officer 

was Major Manby of the regiments 

''Will you permit me, madam/' said Her- 
bert, addressing himself to the yoanger lady, 
" in the event of the Major not being already 
landed, which may perhaps be the case, to 
proceed on board the transports ? and should 
we find hitn embarked in any one of those now 
at anchor, I shall be most happy in tendering 
the assistance of myself and companion to 
convey him to you." 

" Indeed, Sir," rejoined Miss Manby, " I 
feel ashamed at the idea of intruding upon 
your kindness ; but my suspense is so dread- 
ful, my anuety to teceive some intelligence 
of my poor father so agonizing, that I cannot 
hesitate in accepting your obliging ofier." 

" Come Sidney," exclaimed Herbert, " will 
you call one of our sergeants to attend the 
ladies, whilst I run down to order a boat; 
and if you, Miss Manby, will await our return, 
in less than half an hour you shall receive 
every information you can desire/' 
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Sidney/ who felt little inclination fo sepa"^ 
rate himself from the beautifal stranger, to 
whom accident had introduced him, as he 
said, in despite of Herbert, was iiow relucl- 
antly obliged to follow his friend. In a mo* 
ment, an orderly sergeant was desired to at- 
tend the ladies, and in another the two oSt^ 
cers were on the water. Having visited se<^ 
veral transports, they at last discovered that 
on which Major Mahby was aboard. 
• On going below, they found the object of 
their search, reduced by fever and exhaustion 
almost to a state of insensibility, his malady 
having been aggravated by the effects of the 
voyage, the impure air Of the vessel, the want 
of comforts, and the noise and confusion in- 
cidental to that most miserable invention,^— a 
transport. 

Upon consulting the inedical officer as to 
the expediency of removing the sufferer im- 
mediately, Herbert was told that it signified 
little whether the Major remained where he 
was, or whether he was conveyed into the 
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toym, there being little probabUity of Us xA^ 
timate tecover j. Upon findings however, that 
the oflSoer's removal, though it might not 
retard, cojild not, at all events, accelerate the 
Bad event, Herbert, with the assistance of his 
friend, directed the poor Major to be carried 
on deck, in his bed, and then, seeing him 
^arefoUy lowered into the boat, proceeded to 
shore with his dying charge. 

As they vowed towards the landing-^place, 
Sidney endeavoiured to obtain some informa- 
tion of the soldiers in attendance upon Majoc 
Manby, both respecting hira and the ladies 
on shore ; but the men said, they knew no- 
(hJfig about either^ — they had mily been two 
or three days acting as nurses to '' his ho- 
9oar>'* wbose servant^ having caughtthe fever, 
had died before they entered the harbour. 

No sooner did Miss Manby perceive the 
return of the two ottceis, and discover by the 
signs whidi Herbert made, that her father 
was under hts.charge,.than she rushed to the 
water^s edge, and^ regaidless of the surround- 



iog apeqtator«9 threw heiaelf in a state of 
frantic grief ppoa the bearer, on which Her- 
bert had placed the almost inanimate body of 
the Msgor. At the soand of his daughter's 
iroice^ roused by the kmd exclamations of 
''Hy father! my dear father!" which the 
sobbing girl wildly screamed ont^ the poor 
mwi who had hitherto appeared unconscioiis 
of every thing which was passing around 
bii9, now ojpened his glazing eyes, and making 
aaeffprt to speak, though the words almost 
died upon bis lips, faintly articulated, '' My 
poor ctuld!" and then feebly clasping his 
daughter in his arms, sunk back, to all appear- 
ance dcad» upon the shoulder of Herbert. At 
the. sight of this hasty but melancholy scene, 
eyen the gay Sidney could hardly repress his 
tears; whilst Herbert, who was extremely 
affected, could scarcely. raise his eyes from 
the ground, to ascertain if indeed the poor 
officer was no more. 

Fartiy from the acuteness of his own feel- 
ings, partly from delicacy to those of the 
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beautiful being who lay before bim in a state 
of complete insensibility/ Herbert continued 
for some moments perfectly silent^ until he 
was warned to proceed by the cries of the 
naval oifficers^ who were superintending the 
disembarkation, and who ordered the pd,rty 
which was obstructing the passage, to clear 
the way. Directing the men to proceed with 
the bearer, on which lay the body of both 
father and child, and calling to some of his 
own regiment to keep ba-ck the crowd which 
had collected around them, Herbert conti- 
nued to advance some distance with his 
charge, without considering or thinking where 
they were to be conveyed. A moment's re- 
flection was however sufficient. " Sidney, 
my good fellow," said he, *' the Major 
breathes ; it is evident that he has only 
swooned from exhaustion ; shall we give up 
our lodgings and convey him there ?" 

'^ How unnecessary to ask such a question,'' 
replied his friend ; *^ of course. Forward, 
men, to Captain Milton's quartet." 
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6y this time, from the efforts of the elder 
lady, and by the assistance of some by- 
stiEuiders, Miss Manby had recovered from 
her swoon ; and as soon as she was able to 
comprehend that her father was still alive, 
Herbert ventured to propose to her the plan 
he adopted of conveying the Major to his own 
lodging. 

*'Oh, Sir," replied the poor girl, "we 
cannot think of becoming such an inconve- 
nience to you. We have sdready engaged 
apartments at the inn, therefore pray give 
directions for my father's conreyance there.*' 

After pointing out to Miss Manby and her 
iriend the inconvenience attending such ah 
arrangement^ the former consented to his pro- 
posal with the most grateful expressions of 
her feelings for his kindness. 

'' If yon will permit me, madam," said 
Herbert, ** I will hasten to the house; and 
by tlie time you arrive, every thing shall be 
prepared for your father's reception ; in the 
mean time, I will despatch an orderly for our 
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own medical offic^r^ whofire well-known skill' 
and ability you may rely on : and will yon^ 
Sidney, have tjie kindoeas to go to the inn to 
Qndei^ Miss iM^anby's rooms to be prepared 
for us, and direct tbejuggagei(^ these ladies, 
tix be carried to our lodging." 

There was a deUcacy in. tba latter pait of 
Herbert's directions which was not lost upon 
Miss Manby ; and if a look of the most ex- 
pressive gratitude from the ,most beautilul 
eyes in tbd world' could^ repay a man for an 
act of kindness^ Herbert had no cause to be 
dissatisfied ; and in the course of an hour the 
poor patient was comfortably installed in 
Herbert's lodgings, and by the assistance of 
the physician was so much restored, as to 
be enaUed to address a few words to fais 
daughter. 

After ordering that every possible comfort 
and luxury which could be procured, should 
be carried to the Major's lodgings, and re- 
questing that he might be sent for at any 
moment, if assistance of any .kind was re- 
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quired^ Herbert and his friend returned to the 
inn to discuss the events of the morning; 
where I must for the present leave them, 
whilst I narrate the events which brought the 
unfortunate Major before my readers — cir- 
cumstances so intimately connected with the 
events of Herbert's life, that I must for a time 
request their patience, whilst I recount the 
adventures of the father ^nd his child. 
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CHAl^TER HI. 

Major Manby, who was now in his fifty- 
fifth year, had been a gentleman of moderate 
but independent fortune, and claimed con- 
nexion with several distinguished and wealthy 
families. He had been originally educated 
for the bar ; had gone through all the brain- 
teazing squares, cubes^ and rhomboids of 
collegiate instruction ; he had waded through 
all the drudgery of chamber-study in the 
Temple^ and pored over Coke, Littleton, 
Blackstone, and all the other mighty worthies 
of the Robe, until his face, by dint of intense 
study and reading, assumed the hue of a 
blank sheet of parchment, and his eyes be- 
came as red and bloodshot as the Sunday let- 
ters in Moore's Almanack. After passing 
his days in attending behind the bar, to the 
never-ending, incomprehensible chicaneries 
of that frightful Charybdis of time, fortune, 
and health, the Court of Chancery. After 



licking bislipg at the silkgoWBS of the eenior 
caiinaiel, and spending his nights in digesting 
reports^ and his moderate allowance in foUoW- 
iag briefless circuits^ he disconwred that he had 
neither taste nor incUnatiottt for the dry theories 
o£ his proressioB^ ner sufficient assurance for 
ttidr practice. By tho death of his father, 
whioh occnrsed aboat this period, Mr. Manby 
came into possession of a som of money^ die 
amoant of which was precisely the most dan- 
geroiiS' portion which can possibly be be- 
qtteathe^ to a young man ; especially one 
who requires no inducement to abandon a 
profession^ whatever be his caUi&g, for which 
he feels distaste or aversion ^^^I allude to 
titet very unsatisfactory ten or. twelve thoo- 
sand pounds, on the one hand too much, on 
the other too little, but which many a young 
bepnaer in the world has considered quite 
mikfBtcmnt provision • for his future life, and 
with which^ he flatters himself he can enjoy 
all the good things of this world, without the 
neoepMity or dcudgery of either reading, writing. 
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pleading, preaching, or fighting for his sub- 
sistence. No sooner, therefore, had Mr. 
Manby, who was precisely of this opinion^ 
received the intelligence of the event which 
placed at his disposal the moderate income 
of about five hundred a year, than he gave 
way at once to the invincible dislike he had 
formed for his profession^ and in despite of 
the advice of his friends, who urged him to 
coniinue at the bar, resigned all future pre- 
tensions to the seat of his Honour the Vice^ 
or to the more splendid and still more toil- 
some grandeur of the woolsack. Abandon- 
ing his dull chambers in Garden-court, Tem- 
ple, he took leave of Lincoln's Inn^ tore in a' 
thousand fragments the almanack on which 
Terms were marked with long and broad 
black lines, tossed his gown into the porter's 
face,^ and then making a bonfire b( his wig, 
which he had christened ^' Ulema Pcu^ha,^' he 
bade adieu to law, lawyers, clerks, briefs, 
and returns, and wishing them all at the 
devil, sallied forth to enjoy himself in all the 
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fancied anticipation of pleasure and inde- 
pendence. 

A few years were consumed by the cf- 
devant barrister, partly in travelling, partly 
in the most consummate enjoyment of the 
dokefarniente, during which, in fits of ennui 
(ennui, inevitable prosecutor of every indi- 
vidual who has neither pursuit, occupation, 
or profession, let his station in life be what it 
may), he had wished himself back at his 
chambers in the Temple, at least an hundred 
times, though by way of amusement he had 
obtained a commission in a regiment of the 
line, and through the interest of friends had 
been advanced to a company, on the half-pay 
of which he had retired. During this period 
the beau'ideal of domestic happiness had more 
than once crossed his imagination : the en- 
chanting dream of beingunited to alovelyand 
amiable wife, thefatherof two or three pretty 
children, the master of a capital establish- 
ment, and if a good cook and good shooting 
be added, of course the fortunate possessor 
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of many dear firiends, had often 4eoeiredins 
nightly slumbers — ^but he awoke^ alas! to 
the conviction that five handredia year ^as 
not likely to be the medinpi. of procuring ithn 
the last mentioned ingredients of happiness, 
though he might easily procure himself die 
former portion of the ccunpositiony and find 
his small fortune divided at his death annmg 
a dozen children, in portions about- as small 
and unprofitable as minced veal. Chance, 
however, was about to befriend him in a 
manner he had no reason to anticipate. 
Being invited to a party at the bouse of a 
friend in the country, he there met with the 
sister of an eminent and wealthy merchant, 
who had not long arrived from the Continent, 
whither she had been sent for the purpose of 
<:ompletiQg her education in a convent; where, 
in defiance of all the persecutions, threats, 
ioducements, and humbug which were levelled 
against her, she continued firm to her reli- 
gious sentiments, and considerably disap-- 
pointed more than one pious individual, by 
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her determinatioli to Tettun to Enghoid u 
soon as she attained her majority. 

This epoch wtfs arrived, and mi, in^iddition 
to considerable personal charms, great ae*- 
compIishments» and most engaging manners, 
she was mistress of fifty thousand pounds, it 
is natural to suppose that she had already 
become a matter of speculation to more than 
one city beau, though hitherto wtthont any 
success on their part. The idea of an adran- 
tageous marriage now for the first time seri- 
ously struck Mr. Manby; it was the first 
time, that is to say, with his eyes wide open, 
and his senses perfectly awake, that he 
thought it possible to realise the fond object 
of his dreams. For a day or two (during 
which he lost no -opportunity of making him- 
self agreeable to the fair citizen), he turned 
his projects over in his brain, and at last 
communicated tbem to his friend, who not 
only approved . of his design, but promised 
every possible assistance. 

'^ She is going to remain with us a month, 
Edward," said^ bis host, << wid I see no reasbn 
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for your leaving us before that time ; and if 
thirty days are not sufficient for you to carry 
your plan into execution, a year, my good 
friend, will be of no service to yon. God 
bless you ! Why I savir Lady Anne for the 
first time at the beginning of one Almaok's 
subscription, and before the third ticket was 
presented, we were regularly affianced. It 
was like having our banns called three times 
to little Colinet's best set of waltzes, instead 
of being given out between the prayers and 
sermon in the church." 

*' Tes, Dropmore," replied Mr. Manby, 
'' and with all due honour and xespect for 
your person, I suppose if you neither had 
asked or been ' asked/ you might have 
thrown the handkerchief and been snapped 
up in less time than it takes to play an over* 
ture ; for you had twenty thousand a year, 
and Lady Anne was the youngest daughter of 
a poor nobleman." 

" Come, Manby," rejoined his friend, "you 
are rather severe upon my merits; but the 
fact is, yon are right. I saw myself hunted 
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like a wild beast by half a score of speculat- 
ing mothers^ and as Lady Anne's mamma 
bored me less than any ofher^ why I married 
her to protect me from farther plague^ and a 
very happy fellow I am ; and may you be as 
fortunate : ./'at tire le Gros Lot, and should 
recommend all my friends to follow my ex- 
ample. A short courtship gives one more 
time and subject for conversation after mar- 
riage^ than exhausting all one-s topics of 
small-talk beforehand." 

'* But joking apart^ Dropmore, I think Miss 
Brixton is a most delightful girl T 

'^ And I assure you that yon think her for- 
tune will amply repay you for the loss of a 
silk gown," retorted Mr. Dropmore ; "well, 
all I can say, my friend, is that I wish you 
* Gliick Thy ancl it shall not be my fault if 
you do not succeed." 

He had soon the happiness of inaking a 
Tery sensible impression on the heart of the 
fair and amiable object of his views. In due 
time these first tender impressions gradually 

VOL, I. E 
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ripened into a more serious s^nd dureible at^ 
tachment ; ajf^ as Miss Brixton's sentiments 
increased in full proportion to ber admirer's 
attentions^ bis first proposal^ wbich was fairly 
and honpurably made through Iiady Anne 
Dropmore^ was accepted with equal candour 
and satisfaction by the young lady. In thf 
course of a few weeks, and in despite of the 
obstacles thrown in their way by her brother^ 
as it appeared afterwards from the worst mo- 
tives^ Miss Brixton continued as firm in her 
resolve, as she had previously been steadfast 
to her religion, and placed her fortune and 
the destinies of her future life at the disposal 
of her lover. 

Four or five years were passed by Mr. 
Manby and his charming wife, who had borne 
him one son, in the realization of all that do^ 
mestic happin.ess and conjugal felicity which 
had formed the heaurideal of his former 
thoughts and hopes. In possession of a mo^ 
derate yet respectable income, which per- 
mitted him to enjoy all the comforts and most 
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dulge hims^ in coastaotly receivmg at bis 
house the society of agreeable aad well* 
uifonaed friends, the gre^^est of all pleasures 
to a man of rational mind. Beloved by the 
n^ighbonring nobility and gentry, whose i^si* 
dences were contigaons to the beantifol vil* 
lage which he had chosen as his abode in the 
country, respected by the middling classes, 
the idol of his own establishment^ aad adored 
by the poor, who were the certain objects of 
his unostentatious benevolence, he felt that 
he had not a wish or thought ui]^ratified« 
But these halcyon days were unfortuqately 
not destined to be of long duration, for a se- 
ries of calamities following in quick succes- 
sion, first deprived him by an afflicting acci- 
d^t of his only child, and afterwards of the 
greater portion of, his property, owing to the 
failure of Mrs. Manby's brother^ in whose ex- 
t^^sive mercantile concern it had been sufr 
$9red to remain ; events which coi^pelled him 
to redupe his establishment^ and to remove' 
to.i^ more secluded situation. % 
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Scarcely had Mr. and Mrs. Manby esta- 
blished themselves in their economical retire- 
ment> when a letter from their amiable and 
attached friend. Lord Ljrmington, conveyed 
to Mr. Manby, in the kindest and most flat- 
tering manner, the oflFer of a situation of 
considerable trust and emolument at one of 
our Presidencies in the East. This they 
could not, under their present circumstan<^es; 
long hesitate in accepting ; and being fur- 
nished with letters of introduction to many 
distinguished individuals, and among othersi 
to Sir Herbert, from * Lady Milton, in less 
than six months they had bade adieu to the 
white cliflfs of their " Fatherland,'* and with 
prosperous winds were advancing towards - 
the place of their future abode. 

Little occurred to interrupt the monotony 
of their voyage, until one morning the cap*^ 
tain was aroused by the lieutenant of the 
watch announcing a distant sail, which, on 
nearihg, proved to be a boat containing part 
of the crew of an Indiaman, who had escaped 
from the vessel soon after it had taken firb. 
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and whose miserable condition was increased 
in interest^ by the discovery of its cpntaining 
a female infant, which had been almost mi- 
raculously preserved by the humane attention 
of a sailor;, who yet survived to relate its story. 
Every assistance was immediately afforded 
to the almost exhausted sufferers, and 
Mrs. Manby, whose maternal feelings were 
strongly excited towards the helpless infant, 
instantly took charge of it, observing, from 
the remains of its dress, which had evidently 
been of the most costly kind, as well as from 
a gold locket bearing the initials £. M., that 
it. must have belonged to wealthy parents : 
she was happy to gather from the narrative 
given by the sailor to the captain, thefoUowr 
ing account of its rescue. 

He stated, that as one of the Indiaman's 
boats, with the passengers on board, had 
overturned, he and his companions rowed to 
the spot, but from the distance they were at, 
and from the sea running so high, they had 
only been able to save a few of the poor 
creatures. H^ added, ^' Your honour, the 
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black woman who seemed t^ have charge ef 
the cb^d^ remained waterlogged from t&e 
momeat we hauled her aboard^ atfid sKpped 
her cable the first night; and as the little 
craft wias adrift, I thought I'd try and take 
htir in taw myself, seeing as bow her convoy 
bad parted company. So I rolled ber up, 
your honour, in my watch-coat^and covering 
her widi a piece of sail-clotb, atowed her 
snugly away in a small empty cask, wbat 
bappened to be. hove aboard. Well, jronr 
honour/ there I kept her afloat, by wetting 
bits of biscuit in the water what* I squei^zed 
from a blanket, and by giving ber every now. 
and then a fleabite of grog. Then d' ye Me; 
your honour, as my shipiHates were capnsed, 
why I took a part of their rigging before they 
were thrown overboard, until I laid in suffi- 
cient stock to caulk my little messmate till her 
seams were as tight as your honour^s ship.'' 

In this manner the brave fellow had pro^ 
longed 4be cbild's existence, and indeed ap* 
peared so attached to it, that it required all 
the influence of the captain to induce him to 
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twitching up his trowsers with bis ^ows, 
tumiDg the qtiid in bis cheek, which prolMded 
like a camels hump, aofd twisting the i^m- 
Mnt 6f an old cloth hatUn his hand/' sfaice 
jTMir honour be'ant pleased to gite jtfdgmettt 
in faironr of tHe salvors, mayhap, if I may be 
do bc^ld, yon won't have no objection to give 
me a biirth abeayd the fHgate, and make me 
your honour's coxswain, if so be as there's a 
vacancy, by Way of double head^^ioney/' 

** Double head^^noney !" replied the cap- 
tain ; ''What' do- you mean by that, my good 
fellow?" 

•' Why," retorted the seaman, witti a know- 
ing leer ef his eye, ** mayhap> your honour 
dont ^member 6ne Bob Fainted, what stowed 
your honour under his hatches. When you got 
a shot in y<mt bows, and (he Dons had laid 
epen your bulwatlcs, and were) carrying yott 
off a prize, the night when the boats of the 
Kttle 'Wiper' cut otlt the Spanish frigates 
frem under the batteries in Wigo harbour. 



80. almack's revisited. 

But^ splice me! how shoald yoar hon(wr 
have* a tbonght upon such aa old weather- 
beaten hulk as I am, when you was but a bit 
of a swab of a reefer then ! Howsomever/' 
added the brave tar, jirking up his shoulders, 
and giving a sort of mechanical clinch. to his 
broad brawny hands, '' you sarved it out like 
the boatswain himself; and who was it but 
your honour and I what cleared the Don's 
forecastle, afore they could chop quids V- 

The captain, who had stared with a mix- 
ture of surprise and pleasure at this curious 
discovery of his old shipmate' and preserver, 
was about to reply, when the old sailor again 
broke out with — " Oh ! your honour, you 
may indeed look all no-how,; for. after twenty 
years' sarvice, and , my last three weeks' 
voyage, why I arh'tno more like Bob Painter 
what was boatswain's mate in the 'Wiper,' 
nor a d — d French Mounseer 's like a British 
man o' war's man." 

The captain, who indeed was thunder- 
struck at the extraordinary providence which 



ALMACK'S RfiYlSITBD. 81 

had^ in a certaio measore, rcadered him the 
saviour of his fonner preserver, was oot 
backwafd in reeopiiziiig poor Bob, and with 
Ifreat kindness shaking him by the hand, 
made the brave fellow happy by acceding to 
his hamUe petition. The condescension of 
the commander bad the effect of tmnging the 
tears into the hardy seaman's weather-worn 
cheeks; however, as soon as he recovered 
his momentary emotion/ be said, ''Well/ 1 
always thought your honour would pay off my 
reck'ning some day or other: I only saved 
your honour from a taste of the d— d Spanish 
bilboes, and now you have saved me from 
being grub for the sharks. It is my turn 
now ; and, jdease God as we meet with an 
opportunity, though I arn't had no practice 
since I've been swabbing in the merchants 
service, like a lubber as I was, your honour 
shall see that old Bob arn't forgot how to 
lead on the boarders/' 

On arriving in India, and taking possession 
of his office, Mr. Manby endeavpared by 
£2 
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every possible means to discover some intelli- 
gence respecting the relatives of the infant^ to 
the care of which Mrs. Manby had so kindly 
devoted herself, but in vain; nor could they 
obtain the slightest information tending in any 
way to interfere with their final determination 
of regarding her as their own fondly cherished 
and adopted child, under the name of Emily 
Manby. 

Having delivered their introductory letters, 
Mr. and'Mrs. Manby were<]elighted to receive 
from Sir Herbert Milton the most decided 
proofs of attachment and regard ; and continu- 
ing for several years in the honoarable dis- 
charge of his official duties, Mr. Manby had 
at length the gratification of finding himself in 
a situation of comparative opulence, and in 
the enjoyment of the most pleasing prospects, 
until a circumstance occurred, the * conse- 
quences of which proved most painful and 
disastrousL. 

Mr. Manby's office requiring the aid of nu- 
merous assistants, it became necessary to 
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commit the different receipts to the care of 
several persons, Mr. Manby, however^ reserv- 
iBg to his own custody the coffers containing 
the largest sums. It was in these, precisely, 
that a large deficit was discovered, and as no 
one bat Mr. Manby had access to them, a sus- 
picion of the most dreadful kind, in which his 
superior, Sir Herbert Milton, appeared but 
too readily to join, fell on Mr. Manby. This 
was a stroke almost too heavy to be endured 
either by Mr. or Mrs. Manby, and in fact, the 
latter sunk under it, having died from a fever 
produced by her agitated feeliugs, a short 
time after. 

Tom by a grief too violent to be controlled, 
Mr. Manby referred his case to the Board of 
Directors, and took his passage, with his 
adopted child, who had now reached her 
eighth year, for England ; where he had 
scarcely arrived and commenced his state- 
ments, ere despatches were received, an- 
nouncing that the real delinquent, unable 
to bear the recollection of the misery he had 
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dccasioaed, had confused his guilt, and ter- 
flQiiiated his existence with his own hand. 

Bnring, however, the investigation of Mr. 
Manby's case at the India House, someover- 
aealoQS and mostinteiBperate friends amongst 
the proprietors, persuaded him to address a 
statement of his case to the Court. This 
statement contained, amongst other things, a 
violent diatribe against Sir Herbert Milton, 
and even hinted that the Baronet himself was 
in some measare connected with the robbery, 
and that he had suddenly ordered an inspec- 
tion of the treasure, merely with a view of 
fixing upon a victim, already marked out by 
him for destruction, and upon whom the cul- 
pability must rest, without the chance of his 
being able to drfend himself. 

Smarting under idl the bitterness of his 
situation, conscious of his innocence, and 
almost maddened by his sufferings, in an evil 
moment Mr. Manby's good sense and modera- 
tion forsook him. Yielding to the pernicious 
advice of bis injudicious supporters, he acqui- 
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esced in tlieir intemperate proposal ; and a 
uemorial of his case was made public. This 
highly-improper composition was known to 
havo proceeded from Qie pen, not of Mr. 
Manby, bat of a proprietory whose yiolence 
and intemperance were proverbial, not alone 
at Ae meetings of the General Courts, but 
alike in comniercial» political, and priyate 
life ; and who had already induced other in- 
dividuals, whose real or supposed grievances 
brought them in contact with the Directors, 
to adopt measures equally reprehensible, and 
generally more fatal to themselves. 

Sir Herbert Milton, of course, received a 
copy of this Memorial, which, with a dignity 
becoming his rank and character, he treated 
with contempt, nor did he condescend to 
make an answer. But, whatever might have 
been lus previous grounds for coolness 
towards Mr. Manby, Sir Herbert's hatred to 
his very name. now became irreconcilable, 
and ended but with his death. 

Mr. Manby vras not the only person Who 
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regretted having listened to the. advice of evil 
counsellors ; but it was now too late to re- 
pent : and as the public at home were pretty 
.well acquainted with the source from. whence 
arose the impropen remarJcs. on< Sir. Herbert, 
Mr« Manby also hoped that. the Baronet 
would eventually make allowances for his 
peculiar and exciting situation. 

. Determining to devote the remainder of his 
^existence and fortune to the care and educa- 
.tion of his adopted child, . Mr. Manby ac- 
cepted the offer made to him by the Court 
of Directors, of retiring upon a pension^ 
as the idea of returning to India, although 
triumphant, was now too painful for his 
feelings. . 

It was Mr. Manby's desire, in the event of 
his meeting-with a person who united . all the 
different qualities which hie considered re- 
•quisite for a gov erness« that she should, be 
regarded as not alone the instructress, but 
the friend and companion of Emily. He con- 
sidered, that the best plan to render the 
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governess respectable io the eyes of the pupil, 
was» that she should be treated with every 
degree of deference by himself and his house- 
hold; and, that there could be no better me- 
thod of attaching the governess to the pupil, 
than by rendering the position of the former 
as happy as possible, and by behaving to her 
Umself with the greatest kindness and ur- 
banity. At the houses of many of his friends, 
he had frequently been much hurt at seeing 
the manner in^which ladies in this temper- 
trying situation were treated. After being 
confined all day to that horrid den of fools'- 
caps, tears,' sulks, Logier's systems, back- 
boards, and dumb-bellst called '^ the school- 
room," subject, not alone to the densities, 
ill-humour,* and caprices of three or four 
misses, but to the contradiction and eternal 
interference of mammas; after having de- 
voured an uncomfortable meal at one o'clock 
with the children, amidst kicks, screams, 
boiled mutton,, toast-and^ water, > and /other 
proofs, both of fraternal love aiud parental 
frugality; after drinking weak bohea at 
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six with the saine horde of infckntine Cos* 
sacks^ the poor woman gefierally retires to 
her bed» worn out and exhaostedj) with the 
pleasing prospect of recommencing the same 
process on the following day. Sometimes^ 
indeed^ the mistress of the mansion would, 
after . dinner, send up to Mademoiselle, or 
Miss, saying she might come down to tea; 
an inyitatioD, by^the-by, not to be disobeyed. 
Upon Hie appearance of the victim (who, if 
rll-'dressed, was told she really might make 
herself decent ; and if decent, was sure to be 
rebuked for dressing as if she were going to a 
toll), she was generally received by the lady 
with cold, formal, and haughty civility ; and 
by the master, disturbed at his whist, with a 
'"Pray, Miss What*d'ye*calt'em, do not 
make such a noise." The unfortunate «rea- 
true then usually slunk into some cold comer, 
where, without being farther noticed, she took 
up a book, or sat shivering without daring to 
speak a word, unless, p^baps, she ventured 
an occasioaal whisper to one of her piiives* 
At her entrance no one rises, no onie offers a 
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chair^ nor does a single man remove his back 
from the fire, or quit the comfortable ''elbow" 
by the chimney-side, as if the poor woman 
were a Russian settler, habituated to twelve 
degrees below zero, and as little accustomed 
to a chair as Ibrahim Pacha himself. 

The plan pursued by Mr. Manby had the 
happiest results. The regard of both gover- 
ness and pupil for each other became mutual. 
The confidence of the former in Emily was 
equal to her affection, whilst the regard of the 
latter by. degrees ripened into the sentiments 
of a child for a beloved parent. Nor was it 
less gratifying ,to Mr. Manby to see that the 
progxes3 Emily made under her respectable 
instructress, promised in due time to render 
her talents and accomplishments, and above 
all the purity and rectitude of her mind, not 
inferior to the grs^ces and beauty of her person. 
. It was about this period thajt Mr. Manby 
received a note one morning from his bankers, 
requesting be would . do them the favour of 
calling at their house at his earliest conveni- 
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ence, as they had business of importance to 
commnnicate. He had been the victim of so 
many misfortanes, his nerves had received 
snch repeated shocks>that he was again fear- 
ful of some new disaster, therefore he attend- 
ed the summons of his friends almost in trem- 
bling. Upon his arrival^ his surprise and 
curiosity were excited to the utmost degree ; 
one of the partners of the house placing be- 
fore him a letter received that morning, which 
contained ten thousand pounds. 

The anonymous and munificent writer of 
the letter^ directed that this sum should be 
immediately vested in the funds in the name 
of two trustees^ for the whole and sole use of 
the child called Emily Manby, to be paid to 
her upon her attaining her twenty-first year; 
and in the event of her demise before that 
period^ the above sum was to be presented to 
the guardians of the Otphan. Asylum^ for the 
benefit of that Society. A third of the inte- 
rest of this sum was directed to be paid by 
half-yearly instalments to Mr. Manby> for Hie 
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pQipoise of the child's education. The writer 
tether entreated two af the partners to take 
upon themselves the oflEice of trastees, and 
entreated them to see the wishes of the donor 
strietljr canted into effect. The ktter ended 
bj sayiBf that all attempts at discovery would 
be fruitless, that the writer being rich and 
cfailtfiess^ he bad chosen to please himself in 
the disposal of this sum. The hand-writing 
of this letter was unknown to every one in 
the house; and althongh every effort was 
employed for the purpose of detecting the 
writer^ no clue whatever could be obtained. 

This munificent addition to the fortune 
which it would eventually be in Mr. Manby's 
power to bequeath to Emily, relieved his 
mind from much of his future anxiety respect* 
io^ her, as^ in despite of any misfortune which 
might still befal him> she would be not only 
independent^ but comparatively^ rich. For a 
time be had imagined that his friend Drop- 
more, or the Earl, might have been the writer 
of the letter, and the kind benefactor of bis 
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adopted child; but both Lord Lymingtoo and 
Mr. Dropmore solemnly and positively de- 
nied all connexion with it. . . 

Lord Lymington^ the friend to whom Mr. 
Manby was indebted for his appointment in 
India^ had not diminished his kindness to him 
on his return, nor for one moment doubted 
his perfect innocence of the disgraceful charge 
brought against him. Indeed, such was the 
high opinion and esteem of that worthy no- 
bleman for his friend, that he not only con- 
sulted his opinion on many important politi* 
cal subjects^ but farther proposed to bring 
him into Parliament, and to insure him an 
official situation in one ^ of the ministerial 
departments at home. These offers were^ 
however, declined by Mr. Manby, though at 
the same time he was obliged to yield upon 
another point, which came almost as a com- 
mand from the highest source. 

His Majesty, who had heard, through the 
medium of Lord Lymington, Mr. Manby's 
history, graciously expressed his intention of 
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promotiiig him, io the event of bis exchanging 
on fall pay. The exchange was soon effect- 
ed; and in the course of a few weeks Captain 
Manby found himself gazetted to a Majority 

in the Regiment, from which, however, 

he obtained six months' leave of absence. It 
was hinted to him, at the same time, by his 
noble patron, that if he served a few months 
with the corps, at the expiration of that 
period he would be farther promoted, and 
then, having obtained the rank of lieutenant- 
colonel, he might again retire on half-pay. 
It had been his determination to take this 
latter step at all events, as he felt most un- 
willing to be separated from Emily, and bad 
moreover, at his age, not the slightest relish 
for the vicissitudes and wanderings of a sol- 
dier's life. 

Emily had now attained her seventeenth 
year, and was about to make her appearance 
in the world, under the; auspices of Lady Ly* 
mington, and her sister. Lady Anne Drop- 
more. Lady Lymington, not less attached 
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ta the Maaby's. than the Marqu^askiiMelf, bad 
kindly ujulertakeii to preseBt Emily at Coiurt^ 
and to act a^ her chaperon m the gay worlds 
The receptiiQn Emily met with on her pre- 
sentatioa to their Majesties, was sufficient 
to have tamed the head of a less ookodest and 
sensible girl. 

Her happiness was now complete, and it 
remained anioilferrupted^ until Msyor Manby 
announced that he was about to .qnit her:, fox a 
short period'i his regijn^at being ordered tp 
join the grand expedition tbe^ forming for a 
descent in ttie Scheldt. An o^pder for eifery 
officer to. join- his regiment foithwith, obliged 
Major Manby to make his immediate prepa- 
rations for hastening to his coips ; andi how- 
ever reluctant he might haye been to quit 
England, of course at such a moment his 
honour forbade all idea of his retiring on 
half-pay^ at least for the present. 

The injteQded. expedition, which wa^ com- 
posed of the elite of the l^ritish army, pro- 
mised the most glorious and spe^y resul^.to 
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the anns of his coantry. Flattering himself 
with the hope of sharing in the glory^ which 
not he alone^ bat all England^ had anticipated 
from this magnificent armament^ he bade adieu 
with cheerfalness to his darling Emily. How 
fa(al)y^ alas ! were bis hopes» a^i w^ll as tbwe 
of l^is oonntry, in a short period wrecked and 
annihilated. The disgrnce^l and unhappy 
results of that expedition are known, too well 
known! to the world. It remain^ only to 
say^ that ere the Major bp^d been three weeks 
amongst the Flemish Polders^ he was attack^ 
ed by the dreadful fever of the country. 
A slight convalescence was followed by a 
severe relapse ; and, as the only prospect of 
saving his life, he was ordered to be embarked 
for England. Intelligence of his illness, ai>d 
of his intended. retam, had been forwarded 
to his foster child, who arrived at Harwich^ 
accompanied by her friend and governess, 
Mra. Walden, and a faithful servant, on the 
evemupg prior to that on which she had be^n 
first seen by Herbert and his friend. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

Without farther apology for the length 
to which the foregoing episode has been ex- 
tended, I shall now return to Herbert, whom 
we left with his friedd Sidney, enjoying the 
delight which always arises from the perform- 
ance of a good action. Herbert received a 
message from his medical friend, informing 
him that the Major bad passed an extremely 
restless night ; that the . fever had retamed 
with redoubled violence ; and that the symp- 
toms were of such an unfavourable nature as 
to preclude all possibility of the patient'3 re- 
covery, which distressing intelligence it now 
became Herbert's painful duty to commu- 
nicate. 

On receiving this afflicting intimation, for 
which Mrs. Walden was in part prepared by 
her own painful fearsy she informed Herbert, 
that during the night Major Manby had re- 
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peatedly spoken of bis kindness and attention. 
Id terms of the utmost gratitude; and -that, 
althongh liis tiame, when he had'^soovered 
it, naturally aflfected^him^^-^ 

Here she was interrupted; by Herbert, who 
' exclaimed, '' My name ! ' Good God ! Can it 
be poissible? > Is tins the Majbr Manby of 
whose misfwtunes I have heard so roach^ 
and whose enmity to my father was so openly 
declared?" 

'^ The same. Sir/' answered Mrs. Walden, 
who had imbibed all the prejudices of her 
friend; ''the same^aftA^ifis thus that Pro- 
yideiice har tiMwiryon, Sir, in the path of 
the man who wa#^ so unjU3tly persecuted by 
your father, thai you might in skmie measure 
atone, by joia huma:ne condiloi for the in- 
juries Major Manby sustaiped at his hands. 
It is, perhaps,'ordained by the Almighty, that 
the last moments of the persecuted shall be 
soothed and consoled, by the tear$iof the perse- 
cutor's only child; and Heaven forbid !"Cap- 

VOli. I. . P 
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tma Hiltoii, that your luunaaity sboiild jdmw 
upon yon tiie Teogeanoe of your father! ^ . 

<< Madam/' replied Hedmrt, hurt at the 
insinuations against his pat ent» '* whatever 
might bare been the reasons fw aay other's 
enmity to Major Manby, of which even my 
mother is nttedy ignorant, yon do him the 
utmost iignstice in supposing that he wrndd 
rqjoice in: the sorrow of an enemy. Sir Her<- 
bert Milton, madam, may have been a severe 
judge, bat his justice, liis generosity, and 
hononr, never have beea questioned/' 

** Forgive me, : Captain Milton,'' replied 
Mrs. WaldeU) " f^nrgive me if the warmth of 
my regard^ and my renkunlMrance of Major 
Manby's sufferings, shovld for an instent 
have induced »e to ntter a single syllable 
which could hurt your feelings. Oh, bdieve 
me. Sir, we all fael> deeply leel, yovr unpa- 
ralleled ^kiadness/' And Mrs. Walden con- 
clude by raqnestiBg him to communicate to 
Major. Manby Ihe painful intelligence, to 
which he immediately consented. 
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On entering his apartment, Herbert fSrand 
Major Manby in a state of extreme exiiaiis* 
tioBy apt^arently awaiting, with calm redgiia- 
tien^liie p^dod of his approaching dissolntioa. 
Seeing, however, Herbert, he made a Iftit ef* 
fort to express his gratitude for the Undness 
he had diewn him, and' to inform him of his 
having left to his beloved Emily whatever he 
possessed ; adding, as he took a ring from his 
own finger, which he placed on Herbei^'s, his 
ettnest request that he would convey to Sir 
Herbert his entire forgiveness for all the mi* 
sery he had occasioned liim* 
Before the close of. the evening. Major 
' Manby had ceased to breathe ; and when the 
first bursts of grief on the part of Emily and 
Mrs. Walden had in sonie degree subsided, 
arrangements were made, with the aid of Ma* 
jor Manby's solicitor, for the funeral, which 
was i^erformed witii military honours, the so* 
lemnity of which made a deep impressimi on 
the sensitive feelings of the attoted Miss 
Manby. 
Afterh aving assisted in the diseharge^of 
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' these kst datiesf towards the remains of Ma- 
jor Manby/ Herbert felt little inclination- to 
enjoy the pleasures of a large dinner^'to whidb 
Sidney and himself had been invited' byttte 
officers of the Legion in garrison at Harwieb. 
Herbert begged his friend to make his excdses 
to the messi on the pldaot illness. ^' Hlness! 
?y George! Herbert, tbatrwon't do;'* isaid 
Sidney: ''what 'dores do^ Coracao,^ as the 
Valerosos have it. -They'll smoke yon; tov a 
certainty, Berty ; - but never mind— rthongbi 
of course, I comprebend^Fll swear, df iyou 
like, not only that- you are ill, but that you*are 
as* dead as the Major, and as all the <!!apulets 
into : the/ bargs^in. ^ But, I; say/ Herbert,- you • 
are going to work betunes! W)iat, not give 
het a moment to tie up her .hair,'and put .on*a 
little Topge?" 

'';I really do not understand what: yon are 
aiming at, Sidney," replied Herbert ; '' bu^ 
if you allude to -Miss Manby, I shall merdy 
pbserve thatiyour jest is excessivejy'Ontof 
season; so good bye to you/' 
" Herberthad already reached the doc^, when 
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his comrade^.whose Mm^tfrMJ was impertarb- 
abley and whose greatest delight wasvin. tocr . 
obenting his friend^ again attacked himy with , 
'^ Come,' Herbert, I< say,, don't be/ angry.> 
Surely, yon 11 agree with me in one .thing, — . 
she's a devilish fine girl. Somewhat. grenan 
dierish ; .bnt^« on my word ! I never saw a back 
more prettily cambri, nor a head better set on. 
afine pair of shoulders : that is to say, from 
the glance I got of it when the hood fell off/ 
hj^accidenty of course.. , Ay,, que Danayrel" 

'*WelV' answered J Herbert, '^ and. what ^ 
shonid induce you to imagine »1hat it was not 
accidental, since you lay a stress on .the 
word?" 

** Doubt, my good fellow!" rejoined the . 
other, '^ I never doubt in such cases.. I am . 
too good a Christian to think thM events ever 
occur by haphazard,^ in this world, — ^but I 
say, old man, do not frown so grimly, and i 
look *o dismal ! • Why,. Herbert, you only 
want a label to make you twin-brother to a , 
black dose.V; 
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" For Ged's sakel my deUr Sidney/' ah* 
Slivered Herbert^ '* do not let loos^ tbiit toAgHe 
of.yoiir'fl> trfaich requires no laitatlte to ridi-^ 
cale every soul you meet; friend or foe, it 
matters mit wUidi^ You make a mockery of 
every aCtibn, every sentiment^ which is not 
in perfect accordatice with your ideas of 
liBUihion. If Lady Dossin^ton, or Lady Air 
demeyi or any of your p&ttetnd, as yon call 
th^n^ had been in Miss Manby^s place, yoti 
wOnld have been on your knees^ and prayed 
mote audibly than the clerk/^ 

'f Ameti,^ was the only reply Sidney Aiade 
to this remark. 

"And so say I," continued Herbert; ''but 
as you never fblt sorrow yourself, how can 
you Judge of it in others ?'' 

" Begging yout pardon/" retorted Sidney^ 
'^ I am an admirable ju^ge of grief and loss; 
for when Featherby and I wete floored at the 
Leger> I lost 30001. and he^ his wits in|p the 
bargain^ and I assure yoU our hearts and oar 
banks were nearly breaking togeflier; but^ 



ysimg aside, Heibart, to I am going to be 
very serioos"*--*-^ 

^ 'af yov intend beiBgrwuianable/'answM- 
ed Herbert^ ''I wiU lenHtin; if not, I mnat 
leave yoo^ foar at preeent I do not feel dis- 
posed to menriment; yet, to see you fot a 
moment witfaoat a jest on yo«r tongae« a 
sneer on yonr Iqie, is sometfiing so nnnraal^ 
that it is worth staying for/' 

/'Well, then» most gmve Signer/' retorted 
his incorrigible comrade, '' 111 tell yon fairly: 
diat my of inon of Miss Hanby wonM have 
been more in unison with yonr own, had she 
not made snch an exhibition of her sorrow; 
there was somefliii^, yon mnst allow, which 
looked, merely looked, like affectation in her 
display/' 

'' Aflfectationr answered Herbert^ ''I 
could see notliing.affected in the natural and 
heart'^^breakiog grief wliieh the poor girl 
shewed at the loss of her nnfoxtmiate parent'' 

'* CkMnOi come, Herbert,'' rejoined his friend, 
*< confess that diere was a small^oiqiipafi which 
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Savoured of theaMcal dxlubifion ; it;piit inc^ 
in mind of the death-scene in a melodmme. 
little. Misa Kelly; would hate given her hisrad 
and shoaldiers forlthe scene of the hood.'' 

".What right,'/ retorted Herbert, V have you , 
to judge. Misa;Manby^s conduct, in a maimer 
that, were there any foundation for- it>. would . 
render hex. more than, despicable ? How.can ; 
you, Sidney, who care for nd humaA being but 
yourself, "and never felt alny sorrow, or ahnOy- 
ance,;except at.the Ipss.of.a race or aheavy r 
stake at MacaO;; bow^ can you , pretend to < 
enter into the feelings. of a child, deprived for 
ever.of .the.only being in existence m..whom , 
were, centered. all. her joys and. hopes in this . 
MTorldl" 

"Which you intend she shall transfer .to 
you, eh?" observed. Sidney, "but. you are 
r^ghty most reverend father,, in.. one thing. I 
haye had small practice, thank God I in pro- 
ceedings of this, nature, .having .been saved 
the trouble of all. these son;ows ; inasmuch 
as my. father died ere I was able to .walk> and 



my motlier Ibllowed liis example befote I 
cotdd ^peak, leaving me aole hetr te whatever 
timber litde Be«beu and flie rest of hie tribe 
stiU permit to floarish on the famfly acres; 
aad ets I was the only oae of ^ that ilk/ aad 
cottsequendy horridly spoiled by my annt, 
md allowed to rtm riot by my gtiardians, yon 
must make some allowance for my ignoruice 
in all such lachnrymatory matters> and attri^ 
bate it to the want of a proper fi^ld to exeN 
cise npon.** 

'' Thoagh yon have no feelings yonrself, 
which I d^^ not l^lieve,; Sidney,** replied 
ReibBtt, ^* it is no escnse for yonr accnsing 
all the rest of mankind with affectation, be- 
cause they happen to shed a few tears, or 
evince that natural grief to which your heart 
has ever been a sU^nger/' 

" For Ihe matter of that, Betty," answered 
his companion, ''I care not who weeps, pro- 
viding I may laugh. jEgritudinem laudare, 
as my jolly old tutor used to say, is but slow 
work ; but seriously^ I think we manage these 
p2 



Urngs, better ID. Loudoii.: Tdu know, no de- 
cent creal^iTed eonld think of. exposing them- 
selves, in that, sort of ;way : conceive the hor- 
ror of; being seen paddling np St. James-s-: 
street/ au beau milieu of all Mr. M^Adatn's 
mad purees, with a long black clo^, red eyes^ 
and a white pocket-handkerchief; blabbering 
like a lower schoolboy, on being fagged .at 
cricket.. You can't do^ it, my gopd fellow, 
without becoming an absolute Paria ; you ^ 
would be blackballed at every club in town, 
or get the name of the. Sentimental. Under- 
taker, or Dismal Dandy, or Black 'Job, or 
some such never-dying nicknaine., It's all 
very fine moralizing, my respectable proser; 
but one; cannot live in the world and fly 
against custom and fashion." 

''Fashion!" rejoined Herbert: ''thank 
God ! I am not one of those, who, in despite 
of every tie, in defiance of common decency, , 
will ever render myself a slave to fashion or 
custom — a custom, above M, which bids one 
almost consign the last moments of the death- 
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bed to. an act of cowardice and desertion^ or 
a»fafliion.. which directs me to. fly.from the 
still- warm body of one's friends or pareats, 
whilst . the,. falling, lip^ the distended jaw» 
and glassy eye,, are . still . qaivering in the 
grasp: of death; and ere. yet the once active 
limbs, and. fond .arips. which. have so often 
pressed yon in tenderness to their hearts, are 
enchained and . fixed, for. ever in the marble 
stifihess. of. eternity; a cnstpm/' continiied 
Herbert,/' which bids one yi^ld into mercer 
nary.hands the.performance. of those sacrpd 
duties, which are dear even to the bosom of 
the nntatored savage V* 

Sidney, who ^had been beating his foot all 
this time, against the ground, turning .up his 
eyes, and expressing every possible. symp* 
tom.ofimpatience,^now exclaimed, *\Tautfa 
at bien beau, superbemime; but as I am nei- 
ther a Cherokee, Pawnie, or, Kickawajr, I 
have no relish for horrid sights, and disgustr 
ing one's-self with dying, groans, death rat- 
tles, skulls^ and maitowrbones ; tboagh, tg. 



be siire> I dnce made axi oncoauaon pleasant 
party to see th6 people hung at Newgate, alid 
got a capital place; but then^ yon kn^w^ 
erety body does that As for yont natuml 
d0aths^ I think it is nmch better to leave «H 
that to the nurses, and people; and then, if 
you give the defhnct a splendid faneral, why, 
what the deuce more can the most ea^Miit 
corpse in ChristendcMn require V 

Herbert, disgusted with the levity of his 
companion, exclaimed, ''' A q[>lendid iiineralt 
and do you sincerely think lAaf is sufficient? 
Does the pageairtry of the gorgeous proces- 
sion, which attends to its h<Mne of nothing- 
ness, the remnants of tl» dead, with its crowd 
of grinning, drunken mutes, its nodding forest 
of plumes, whiqh, waving in the winds, dance 
pyer the hearse as if in mockery of its ilense* 
less burthen ; do the gaudy banners, and es>* 
Gutcheons, emblazoned with all the pomp of 
heraldry, awaken a feeling of sorrow in the 
hearts of the spectators? Does the line of 
mourhing coaches, fiUed with the physicians,* 
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servants, or iKiGcitors of flie deoemsM, vrhb^ 
like wreekdts on the ComiBli coasts are n* 
vdlitig in the spoils wluch ttioy hare plun- 
dered from the coffers of their late elie&t; 
does die endless file of splendid^ yet ^npty 
equipages, empty as the sorrow which direct* 
ed them to follow in the train ; does this, for 
a moment, chasten the soul, or excite emo« 
tions in the heart ? No ! The simple tear of 
the villager, as he follows to the humble 
church-yard the still more humble coffin of 
his wife or Mend> ihust be more acceptable 
to the Deity^ more gratifying to the spirit of 
the departed, more impressive <m the minds 
ctf the assistants, than all the noisy pomp and 
grandeur of the former." 

** * A' very good song^ and very well sung/" 
exclaimed Sidney with the greatest coolness, 
though, during this apostrophe of Herbert's, 
he had b^n clinking his spurs, and beating 
time with his hands, with the most consum- 
mate ridicule and mock attention, — ^^ an ad- 
mirable extempore, composed during a six 
weeks^ sojourn in the hospitals, ' Milton's 
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« • ? : , t 

Conversfonof the.Heafhen ;' bat as J am too , 
wicked to. be wortb having . such 1 excellent 
morality. thrown away upon me^ I shall go . 
and dress for dinner/' 

- '' Yon. are, I fear, incorrigible," replied 
Herbert :-— " thoagh,.in fact, Sidney, I do not 
believe: you are half such a reprobate as you 
wish; to appear." < 

. '^ lYaith/' retorted his comrade,. 'M must 
first become worse,. to be made better; that ; 
is to say, imprimis, be a horrid sinner, before . 
I commence being a saint, which. I believe is 
the usual routine ; though, upon my honour, 
Berty> I think there is hone, of that humbug 
in you which one genersdly meets with in your 
over-righteous people; I believe .you.. per- 
fectly sincere in all. you say ; and . he who 
says you are not^ the best fellow in Christen* 
dom, in despite. of your little spice of good- 
ness, why he. lies, that's all;" and then,. with* 
out waiting for Herbert's reply, he walked out . 
of the room, whistling variations to the Dead 
March in Saul. 
;. On the morning snbsequ^it to the. funeral. 
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Miss. MKnby ^d her friend leftHaSCWiab^ and 
pi^eeded immediately to Parkrlane^'wher^ 
it Was necessaty. that they should be present, 
with the solicitors and trustees, at the open- 
ing of the wilL By this, docmment, which apr 
peared. to have been written immediately 
prior to ' Major Manby 's departure ; for , flan^ 
ders. Miss. Manby became heiress to the 
whole . of her . late foster-fi|ther*s property ; 
which, added to the sum presented to her by 
her anonymous friend, would, upon, her at- 
taining her twenty^first year, place her in pos- 
session of an income^ exceeding two. thousand 
pounds per annum. The.testator also direct- 
ed an annuity of two hundred pouads to.be 
paid to Mrs.Walden; and earnestly entr^ateid 
her to continue to reside with Emily. as her 
friend! and, adviser, and strictly enjoined the 
latter to continue. to,, treat Mrs. Walden as a 
mother. 1 For.the .first time, Emily .was ms^de 
acquainted With'the secret, of her not being 
related to .Mr. Manby ; a circumstance which 
had been concealed from her by the Majoj 
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iBven to^flid last moment. This diieovety 
tbOBgh of cotttse it gave rite to the Aioftt pidii- 
All sensatiotis in her mind, yiet ottly mmA to 
increase her affeetion for the memorf of the 
ex:c6lleiit man who had so boantifldly pro^ 
vided for hen Were her parents and rria^ 
tions all dead ? Had she no connexions still 
living? Had all her kindred perished by Uie 
fatal accident wltldi gave her to Mr. Manb/s 
care? These were questions which agitated 
her mind perpetually. She thought, if there 
yet remained any of her relictions in existence^ 
that now/at least, when she was ridi and in- 
dependent^ there conld be no cause for con- 
cealing themselves. Self-interest, whatever 
it might have done before, could not now pre- 
vent them from coming forward. Tliat bar 
parents were respectable, and probably peo- 
ple of fortune, was evident from the relics 
which were still preserved amongst Mr. Man- 
by's papers at his solicitor's; but who they 
were, or what was even her real name, con- 
tinued a mystery, which it was impossible to 
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QiuraTeL, ShOvfelt^ indeed, ashamed, of beai:* 
ing.aname to.wliich .she had no titte;\and 
could hardly be persuaded . by her trustees. 
Lord. Lymington and Mr. Diopmore; to re* 
tain, possession of the : house and fortune 
which, had been bequeathed to. her. by ^ her. 
beloved fosterrfather. . 

Before their departure, from . Harwich, 
Herbert Milton .wrote a. few lines to Mrs. 
\|iralden, to inquire , after .the health of Miss 
Manby ; : excused himself fi;om calling, lest 
he should, intrnde upon. their. sorrows; and 
concluded by expressing.his hopes that Miss 
Maliby. would permit him. to, jrenew their acr 
qjuaintance at some, future period, and .that 
she would not allow. her. dislij^e. to Sir Her^ 
bert to influi9qce .her.feeliiigs in. regard Jo 
himself. To this , note he . received, a , very , 
flatteijng answer; and : from; this. period he 
began to cherish that feciUng which had been 
so suddenly awakened from the first time he 
bad seen, Miss. Manby. A few weeks more, 
and^Herbert was relieyed from^ the disagree- 
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able sefviee which Imd reqidred his pfeieBce 
at Harwich, and he foaad himself once moie 
tiiittiersed ia all the gaieties of Londob^ from 
which he had been absent from the period of 
Miss Mabby's first introdaction. It was soon 
observed, however, that Captain Milton was 
not so fond of dancing or going ont as nsnal ; 
tfiat he looked more melancholy; in fitct, 
something mast have happened tbns to have 
deprived him of his former gaiety. '' Her- 
bert Milton *s horridly in love with some- 
body !'' said one woman. '' He Itfoks as if 
he were going to be married 1" exclaimed 
illibthen ''Who tot'^ eagerly demanded an 
interested third. '' He has lost a large sum 
at Watier's,'' said one man. ** I wish I had 
Won it I** added another. *^ I know he has 
b^eb fusing tidoney/' continued a ihurd. But 
as the first conld never detect him flitting, or 
eten paying n&ore attention to one than to 
another, they of course settled that he must 
hate some loW attachment ; whilst Hie latter, 
wh6 never could convict him of play, at onee 
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decided that he was either trriting a book» or 
ttftt he bad been bitten hy the Saints. ^ 

Herbert, howeTer, completely pat all their 
cnrioitf ty to the rack, by keeping them in the 
Mine state of Ignorahoe as he was in himsdf. 
He felt) it was true, less pleasure in Society ; 
he was become more indifferent to the 
ffinners and parties which, as osuid, were 
pressed upon him, yet he was unable pie* 
dsely to account for this change in his indt- 
nations. He could not, howeter, attempt to 
deceive himself as to the degree of interest 
he felt in the fair orphan, tho'ogh he had no 
idelt to what an. extent those ftelings had 
taken root in his heart; nor, hideed, was it 
until he had proceeded on foreign serrice, 
that he discovered that he was sincerely and 
defotedly attached to her. He had hoped, 
before he left England, that his penchant tot 
Miss Manby was Imown only to himself; he 
mig^t, in some measure, perhaps, hare be^ 
trayed it in his manner to her, <m one of 
tiMd few occasions which he had of seeing her 
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in Paikrlane ; bat be Inisted that the worjd/^ 
and^ above all^ Lady : Miltony w^e (Utterly : 
unconsGioas ofthe real state, of , his. mind; 
yet he felt himself rather tak^oi.by sorprise^ 
when, upon :meeting Sidney. and his^consin 
Alfred Milton. one morning. on horseback in 
GrosTenor-sqnare, the former. accosted, him . 
by. saying,^r-". Bather, a qaaintishj nag. Of, 
yonrs^ Master . Herbert. What . the deuce . 
alwaysLinakes .him turn sharp down to^the 
left when. Grosvendrr gate staces^bim in the 
face? Apropos,, so,. your little, damsel . of 
Harwich^.is not.more or less, than the Miss^ 
Manby^, who, ha^. been., all . the . thing t this , 
spring; and: they. say. she is..to .mairy LcHrd ^ 
Henry. Tharsby as. soon as. she gets ..rid., of 
herji;i^epers<;c. Bj George ! old. man,. we.shaU , 
have. f slugs in. a sawpit' before long; but Jf 
eyer.yoa do fight, Herbert, as I know yon. 
can split a. bullet^ use my.pistols ; as pretty 
a pair of Staudenmeyer's as ever helped, a , 
nian.to six boards aud two.little ones, as 
Siirger calls it ; I'll, back tbem for a pony . 
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against any Manton's or Knchenreiter's in 
England." 

By this time they had arrived at Gros- 
venor-gate^ when, to the no small annoyance 
' of Herbert, and the ainnsement of his cousin 
and Sidney; the hack -he rode turned sharp 
round, and beTore Herbert could pullhim up; 
had' cantered -at least fifty yards down Park- 
lane ; where, Tor- the: present,- II shall leave 
the'one party laughing loud enough' to bring 
Mr. Fozafd from his attentions to his eques- 
trian pupils, and : the^ other sawing awayat 
the mouth of .his astonished ' horse ; which, 
from his dinmal canter in the same direction, 
had naturally expected the usual bint from 
Herbert's' spurs on his arrival at the comer 
of the street. 
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CHAPTER V. 



Amokg my readers there may j^robably be 
foimd some few of those mature ball-going 
iqdividaals, who have attained that mellow 
period of existence, when inflexible joints, 
dilapidated legs, and exuberant ankles, warn 
tl&em that it is high time to confine their 
unusements in a ball'-room to ihe simple gra- 
tification of their eyes or ears, nor longer to 
expose their stiff gambadoes in the evolutions 
pf the dance. Many of these, probably, there 
are, who, for more than a third of a century, 
have danced with every ''new thing" as it 
was offered to the best bidder on the grand 
exchange of Fashion, until, in its turn, it had 
become as stale as themselves, or was swept 
off the boards by death, marriage, or the spirit 
of grace. Of these, many must have been 
witnesses to the last expiring sigh of Rane- 
lagh, and assisted at the first coming to light 
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of the modani Aimack'»^Aliiiack*s '' du 9^ 
€omd lit'' issue of the marriage of the well- 
powdered and stthstaotial Willis^ with the 
briokrand^nortar relic of the deftinct wortliy 
of <liat name* Poor soals ! deeply do I sym* 
pathise with tiiem if they are redaoed to the 
enjoyment of that enyiable^ that flatt^mg dis* 
tinotiop^ which is in fact tantamount to a 
Mre de cachet to Terpsichore's Bastille, or, 
at all events, is an open announcement of 
their inoflfensiye decay-^^I mean the pl^asii^ 
compliment uttered hy some fair creature, 
w1k>, with great apparent nmvete, say6> — 
^' Ob, Sir John, yon are so good^iatored, and 
I know yon do not dance, do let me say I Mn 
engaged to yon, if a bore asks me to waltz.'* 
^viable lot! where one* finds himself with 
more nominal partners at one moment than 
bslf the yt^ong men in an hour> where bal£*a* 
dozen ipretty innocent mouths are fibbhig 
ttomgh thidL and through thin oa thestrength 
9i one's infirmities, and from wMch one de* 
lires no otfier advantage than the n^essity 



of helping thein out in their fable^ or/ per- 
hap3,tiie pleasure of bringing a dnel on one's 
shoulders ; for I have known more than one 

' rejected yonth become extremely >troiiblesoine 
on these occasions/ and endeavoor to revenge 

' themselves on their fair'refasers^ by yeiiting 
their anger on the worn-out hack who' is 
saddled with these phantom engagements^ 
and who must^ at all. events^ either fight» lie, 
sit down^ or beg. pardon. I address^myself 
more, particularly .to this respectable band of 
'^ Captain Sentrys/^ because, in the first place, 
they have more time on their hands, or rather 
on their feet, to walk about and make ^their 
observations at balls, and are more at leisure 
to- take strict notice of the charms^or drfects 
of the various fair personages : who crowd, 
what the Morning Post calls, <' the Nobility's 
grand assembly at Willis's Rooms ;'' rwhere, 
ui the olden time, they have paraded aiminuet 
with the grandmothers, walkedxountiydances 
with the mammas, and are nbwireduced^to 
the simple criticism of the daughters; as they 
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whisk roand the room in a waltz^ or slide 
thrangh a Fran^xm. 

I now, therefore^ challenge any of these 
critical worthies to declare, if either in the 
golden period of their yonth» or the more 
leaden epoch of their matarity, they ever saw 
a more lovely being than the protegie of Lady 
Lymington, or if ever they witnessed more 
decided admiration amongst the men, or more 
undisguised envy among the women, than 
that created by Emily Manby upon her first 
appearance at Almack's. Never were more 
exclamations uttered of " Who can that be 
with Lady Lymington ? — Nobody one knows ! 
— One of her nieces ? — Oh dear no T some 
country protegee of old papa Lymington-^— Do 
you know she's rather good-looking. — ^Too 
tall. — Charming foot! — Horrid shoe ! — Sweet 
trimming ! — ^Too scanty. — ^What a pretty 
dress ! — Afiectation of .simplicity. — Expres- 
sive countenance. — ^Tod tragic. — But took« 
my dear, do you know, I do not think she 
is so very plain. — liOrd Henry i9 just gomg 
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to dance with her — It 's very fonny ! — WelU 
I declare. Colonel Acton is talking to 
her! really she is rather handsome! — How 
strange ! the Duke of Buxton is being intro- 
duced; she must he somebody! — He has 
asked her to all his parties ! — How Very fine 
her figure is! what beautiful eyes! — Oh! 
she must be some foreigner of rank : I shull 
go and ask Lady Lymington to bring her to 
my ball!" 

These and a hundred more observations 
were made on the blushing* Emily as she was 
led to the dance, and placed in the set by the 
gay^ handsome, and recherche Lord Henry 
Thursby, whom all the mothers coveted, for 
his fortune, and most of the girls a little for 
his person, and a great deal for his estates ; 
whilst the kind-hearted Lady Lymington, de* 
lighted at the eflEect produced by her young 
friend, placed herself on one of the sofas to 
enjoy die pleasure of witnessing Emily's suc- 
cessful debut in the dance, where she ac- 
quitted herself in a manner that might have 
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made her ingtnicfaress^ the gracefiil Bigotini; 
somewhat jealous* 

It has ever been such an established rale 
in all works of thb nature^ to give a species 
of portrait of the heroine, that I cannot ibsA 
it in my heart to deviate from the acknow- 
ledged castom ; bat if the pencil of our first 
painter failed in giving to his canvass the 
grace, sensibility, and animation of the origi- 
nal, I trast some indulgence will be granted 
to me, if I produce but a feeble ontllDe of the 
beautiful Emilyl If there was any fault in 
the appearance of Miss Manby, it was in her 
stature, which was certainly a little above the 
common height of the fair persons around 
ber, yet this trifling excess was completely 
neutralized by the inimitable contour of her 
figure, and'the matchless roundness and just 
proportions of her form. Her hair. Which 
was of the finest texture and most glossy 
black, shaded with its rich and luxuriant 
masses a complexion which vied in clearness 
and brilliancy with the purest crystal ; her 
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eyes were lighter^ much lighter than her liair; 
though of a dark and brilliant hazel, with that 
soft and tender expression which Leonardo 
da Vtnci has given to the Belle Feronni^re^ 
and were fringed with long and silken lashes^ 
which almost united at their extremities; 
Whilst two eyebrows^ traced as it were with a 
fine pencil, curved in gentle arches above 
thetn. Her profile had more resemblance to 
that of the effeminate Antinous, than to the 
bust of any nymph or goddess which I can re- 
member, though the formal oqtline was'brokeil 
by a slight indenture at the base of the fore- 
head. Her ear was remarkable not only for 
its delicacy, but for being set on with that pe- 
culiar grace which is rarely to be met with> 
save in ancient gems or intaglios, and which 
isji^enerallythe characteristic of tb^ finest an- 
tique heads. Her mouth was small ; and her 
smile disclosed a 3et of teeth, whose whiteness 
and regularity, had they been more in fashion, 
might have sent poor Waite^ naughty Waite, 
to a much poorer and perhaps more premm- 
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tare grave. Her left cheek was indented with 
one of those little wells^ those *'. pozzetti che 
forma un doke riso in hella gnanday" so pret- 
tily described by Petrarch or Guarini^ I forget 
wliich. The form of her head and neck was 
peculiar^ and from its position on her should* 
ers, gave to her appearance that blood-like 
look, which . one could only compare to. the 
gaze of the race-horse, or the noble erectness 
of the deer when suddenly aroused from his 
lair. Add to this^ a bust slightly inclined to 
e$ibanpoini, an arm that might have served as 
a model for that of Canova's Hebe, the most 
delicate and beautiful hand, and a foot which 
did not yield in perfection to that of the 
Princess Pauline herself, and you may form 
some idea of what Emily Manby was in her 
eighteenth year, when first presented by Lady 
Lymington in the fashionable world. To 
many this portrait may appear too highly 
coloured and exaggerated ; but I can assure 
them, if I have erred, that it has not been on 
the side of flattery. 
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Not only the personal charms, but the gen*- 
tleness and unaffected manners of Lady Ly- 
mington's protegie, became the theme of ge* 
neral praise, and attracted the attention not 
only of all the young men, but, in despite of 
jealousy, constrained the women also to avow 
that Emily was a charming creature. The 
encomiums and assiduities^ of half-a-dozen 
particular men, who are, in fact, almost the 
arbiters of all young ladies' destinies in the 
highest circles, are quite sufficient to bring 
any young woman into fashion, and to esta- 
blish her on the very pinnacle of fashionable 
gloi^y. The example of such a select jury, 
who are themselves the chosen deputies of 
fitshion, is sure to be followed by their ad- 
mirers or imitators, and inevitably entrains 
the opinions of all the rest of the London 
world ; for who would dare to find a spot or 
discover blemish in any young lady, whom a 
few of the crack members of White's have 
condescended to notice by their praise or at- 
tentions ? 
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The MarchioDess of Lymington, who was no 
longer young, but still retained all the vivacity 
and gaiety of her youth, in addition to the 
most dignified and graceful manners, nsed 
often to rally Emily upon her success in the 
world. '^ Really, tidy dear,'' said the Marchio- 
ness to Emily, one night at the Opera, '' some 
kind fairy must have taken me this season 
under her special protection, and gifted me 
with Ihe power of attracting the youth and 
fashion of London about my person. I have 
satin this box for half a dozen years, and have 
rarely had my attention diverted from the 
mtasic by visitors, unless, indeed, some old 
lords and he9^uxpass6$ took pity upon me, or 
perhaps wanted a good place to see the ballet 
themselves. But now we are crowded almost 
to inconvenience by all the smart men in 
town ; whilst one hesurs nothing else in the 
passages but 'Box-keeper, which is Lady 
Lymington's?' or * Box-keeper, op^ Lady 
Lymington's box/ And then, my dear, we 
have a contintoed battery of glasses directed 
^t tis from the pit/' 
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Emily could only blush, and half serious, 
half smiling, reply to het kind proteqtress — 
^' My dear Lady Lymiogton, I know little of 
the world, but I am aware that it will fly in 
crowds to see a new melo-drame or spectacle 
of any kind, which, after a short season, when 
its novelty is past, is cast away and forgotten 
for ever ; whilst, year after year, it will return 
with renovated delight and pleasure, to the 
good, the beautiful, and noble works, which 
for ages to come will continue to amuse and 
instmct/' 

" Yes>'' replied Lady Lymington, not dis- 
pleased with Emily's .compliment, " the works 
you allude to grow more valuable from their 
age ; even a musty parchment cover and tat- 
tered frontispiece, add merit to them in the 
eye of an amateur ; but this is not the case 
vrith us poor women: youth, novelty, and 
smart dresses, are absolutely necessary for us. 
When once these horrid wrinkles make their 
appearance, adieu to admirers; for now-a- 
days, we do not meet with those amiable 
^ Counts de Nivemois, who could appear to feel 
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as niQch affection for my gray bairs, as their 
royal master might have expressed for your . 
raven locks: bat/' continued the Marchioness, 
laugiung, '^ I should much like to know how 
this marvellous, change has been effected? 
What is the reason, that had I now as many 
arms as Briareus^ I should still require nunre 
to occupy all those that are projected for my 
acceptance when I gb to my carriage; wbere- 
asy last year, I was generally obliged to trust 
to the assistance of my footmen to carry me 
through the crowd; now, tlie lungs not only 
of all Mr. Ebers's people, but those of half 
the young men in town, are exerted in calling 
my servants? I am certainly grown very 
seductive, or else the cunning personages are 
making love to me in order to obtain more 
easy access to yon ; but, I shall disappoint 
tbem €dl, my dear, as' I intend to reserve you 
for myself." 

There was more meant in the latter remark 
of Lady liyibington than Emily could under- 
stand ;..and, indeed, she felt so confused and 
g2 
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f ratefal to her kind friend, that she paid little 
attention to an observation which might have 
awakened hopes and expectations in the 
mind of most young girls, of a very flattering 
and agreeable nature — hopes which^ in the 
present instance, were not entirely in the 
power of Emily to realise. 

The affection and kindness of Lady Ly^ 
mington for her yonng friend had indeed been 
strongly marked from the period of her first 
arrival in England; and, if possible, these 
attentions were increased after the death of 
Major Manby, Emily becoming almost a 
constant visitor and resident in St. James's 
$qnarew In fact> Lady Lymington> from her 
affection for Miss Manby, had long fondly 
cherished the hope of bringing abont a union 
between her young frien^ and her Ladyship's 
second son. Lord Henry Thursby, whose 
marked attentions to Miss Manby were be- 
coming every day more evident. 

In the mean time, Herbert, whose attach- 
ment for Emily had been gradually incieas- 
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iDg from the period of their first iaterview at 
Harwich^ watched with extreme anxiety the 
assiduities of Lord Henry Thnrshy, and even 
doubted the possibility of his attaining the 
object for which he had ventured to hope ; 
while Emily, on. her part, evidently appeared, 
notwithstanding, to manifest stronger feelings 
towards Herbert than could easily be ac- 
counted for, even by the kind attentions he 
had shewn to her during the distressing cir- 
comstances of her late severe affliction. 

Of all the youBg women Lady Milton had. 
ever met, £mily was essentially the person 
whom she would have preferred as a 
daughter-in4aw, had Herbert been indepen- 
dent of his father, or had she herself sufficient 
influence* over her husband to soften his. 
resentment, or obtain his sanction ; but she 
dreaded the unbending nature of the Baronet, 
and the anticipation of his displeasure made 
her tremble for the effects of the disappoint- 
ment on the mind of her son. 
It was at this period that Herbert re- 
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ceiyed orders to hold himself in readiness for 
foreign service, an event which Lady Milton 
hoped would drive all remembrance of Emily 
from bis mind, and thus prevent the possibility 
of a rupture with his father. 

The moment at length arrived when it was 

necessary for Herbert to proceed with his 

battalion to the place of embarkation. For 

some days prior to his departure he had 

summoned sufficient courage to abstain from 

visiting in Park-lane, wisely considering that 

the agitation of his mind might have led him 

to commit himself by avowing his sentiments, 

an avowal which he imagined could only 

have the effect of distressing Emily, and by 

revealing the truth to himself, drive from his. 

heart that hope to which it still clung, in 

despite of the dictates of reason. To leave 

London, however, without either speaking 

or writing to Mrs. Walden or Miss Manby, 

was more than he could bring himself to 

consent to; he therefore chose the latter. 

After, however, writing a dozen notes, some 
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of whidi he found too long, others too la^ 
conie^ some too formal, and others too senti- 
mental ; after pacing up and down his rooiQ 
for an hour, and re-copying what he had 
already torn; he at last abandoned all hope of 
being able to produce any thing which exactly 
suited his purpose ; and as the time had now 
arrived within a few minutes for the assembly 
of his battalion on the parade at the Horse 
Guards, he again embraced his disconsolate 
mother, and, in despite of all his resolutions, 
found himself once more in the presence of 
Emily. 

Fearful of avowing his sentiments, he 
hastily bid Miss Manby and Mrs. Walden 
adieu, with a voice almost inarticulate 
from emotion, and springing on his horse, 
and putting the animal to its utmost speed, 
endeavoured for a moment to dissipate his 
grief by the rapidity of his motion, nor did he 
slacken his pace, until his progress was im- 
peded by the crowds which were assembling 
to witness the departure of the troopsw And 
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shordy after, amidst the sobs and tears of 
their relatives, the brave men commenced 
their march. 

It was not until the last sound of Herbert's, 
footsteps had died upon her «ar ; it was not 
until she had the conviction of his being 
gone, perhaps for ever, that Emily discovered 
to its full extent, how intens^y her heart was 
interested in his welfare, and how completely 
her own existence was interwoven with that 
of the young soldier. Now, howeyer, the 
truth rushed upon her mind in all its verity ; 
and giving way to the force of those feelings 
which she had hitherto endeavoured to re- 
press, and indeed, of whose extent she had 
been until now ignorant, she burst iiito tears, 
and throwing her arms ronnd the neck of 
Mrs. Walden, confessed to her indulgent com- 
panion the real state of her sentiments. 

Aware of the insuperable objection vi^ich 
would in all probability exist in the breadt of 
Sir Herbert Milton to their union, Mrs. Wal- 
den endeavoured, by eveiy means in her 



ALXfACK'8 RBV161TBD* 135 

|>ower^ to prevail on Emily to discountenance 

the idea, and to receive in their trae character 

the attentions of Lord Henry Thursby, the 

real nature of which she now, for the first 

time, thought it necessary distinctly to com- 

mtmicate, but in vain; no argument, no 

statement of the probable consequences, 

could induce Emily to remove Herbert frodi 

her view as the object of her lasting attach** 

ment ; nor did ^e afterwards hesitate, when 

conversing with Lady Lymington on the sub*- 

ject, to make known to her Ladyship the real 

state of her feelings, and, firmly, yet gratefully 

to decline the honour intended her,in the union 

proposed between herself and her Ladyship's 

handsome and accomplished son. Lord Henry 

Thursby. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

Notwithstanding the mystery with 
which Herbert Milton had endeavoured to 
envelope his attachment for Emily, in despite 
of his determined secrecy, and the coolness 
with which he had constantly repulsed every 
' effort on the part of Sidney to dive into his 
thoughts^ the latter was not long before he 
discovered the real 'situation of Herbert's 
mind ; and with the usual ardour and good- 
nature of his disposition, he resolved to lend 
Herbert every assistance in his power, during 
the absence of the former in Spain. 

Scarcely had Lord Henry Thursby's refusad^ 
by Emily been made known, than Sidney com- 
municated the whole circumstance to his 
friend, accompanying this intelligence with a 
few remarks upon the probable motives which 
had induced Miss Manby to reject a marriage 
so brilliant: adding to his letter the following 
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postscript t-^'< I have hitherto. Master Her- 
l>6rt,been making advances on yoor accooni: 
bat, let me tell you, it is a yery dangerous 
service ; and as I feel a wonderful propensity 
to fall in love myself, I hereby give yod fair 
and honourable warning, that unless you de-* 
clare your intentions, and throw off the mask, 
I shall look uppn myself as freely entitled to 
carry on the siege for my own particular profit 
and advantage." 

Won by the frankness and friendship with 
which Sidney had repaid his own reserve and 
distrust, and perhaps feeling that bis interest 
might be materially" advanced, by securing 
the co-operation of such an active and kind'- 
hearted ally as Sidney, as well as the convic*- 
tion he felt of the inutility of farther attempt'- 
ing to mislead his friend, Herbert no longer 
delayed opening his whole heart to him ; 
earnestly entreating him to consider this con- 
fession as sacred and inviolable ; and urging 
him, out of delicacy to Miss Manby, and re- 
gard for him, not to divulge his secret to any 
human being. 
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Pleased with this mark of Herbert's confi- 
dence, and furnished, as it -vrere, with full 
powers^ Sidney not only lost no time in ex- 
erting himself^ but shewed mnch more skill, 
delicacy, and management in the cause he 
had undertaken, than could possibly have 
been expected from one so wild and thonghtr 
less: but, as we before observed, he had an 
excellent heart, and was sincerely attached to 
Herbert ; in whose behalf, he said, he thought 
he could even sacrifice a Newmarket meeting. 

For the purpose of better ascertaining the 
nature of Emily's sentiments, Sidney called 
more frequently in Park-lane, threw himself, 
whenever the occasion presented itself,in her 
way, and lost no opportunity of conversing 
with her in society, when the expiration of 
her miouming for Major Manby permitted her 
once more to participate in the amusements 
of the world; where, however, she appeared 
much more rarely, and evidentiy with mnch 
less inclination or enjoyment, than formerly. 

At first, Sidney contented himself with 
merely mentioning Herbert's name, as if ao* 
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Gtdentally; but, at the same time, he failed 
not to scratinize every look, every expressioa 
of Emily's features. At one time, he spoke 
of his absent friend with all the enthusiasm 
of the warmest attachment, and then he ob- 
served that the countenance of Emily beamed 
with pleasure and satisfaction. At another, 
be pretended to criticise, or rather quiz in a 
good-natured manner, some of those little 
foibles, to which Herbert, in common with 
ottiers, was more or less subject ; and these 
remarks, he plainly saw, were received with 
evident displeasure. Then, again, he would 
endeavour to retrieve his error, by touching 
a more agreeable chord, and recounting some 
deed of kindness — some act of charity per- 
formed by Herbert, unknown to all but him- 
self, and the objects of his bounty. The tear 
which glistened in Emily's eye, the animation 
of her beautiful countenance, glowing with 
the blush arising from the emotion of her own 
thoughts, sufficiently proved the interest she 
took in the recital of these anecdotes. 
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Sidney would oftea talk to her of the mrmy > 
in the Peninsula ; and, by way of probing her. 
feelings^ would dwell upon the dangers, the 
Hiiseries, and hardships, to which both offir; 
cers and men were exposed, until he wa& 
warned to desist, by the agitation of his fair, 
auditress ;. then he would change the stibject, 
and describe the pleasures with which they, 
were sometimes repaid for. their sufferings ; 
the balls, the. f^tes, and gaieties which were 
offered them by the natives; nor did he omit 
to mention the fascinations' of the Spanish 
ladies, the raptures in which all the officers 
spoke of them, and the numbers of English 
whose hearts had been enthralled, and whose 
constancy had given way to the charms of the 
dark-eyed daughters of Iberia. When this^ 
last subject was touched upon, the wary 
charge d'affaires carefully noted down the little 
marks of uneasiness, and even jealousy, 
evinced by Emily. In short, Sidney was en? 
abled, in due time, to forward such satisfac- 
tory reports to Herbert, as afforded the latter. 
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withoiit yanity, just reasons to hope that he 
had excited more than a common interest .in 
the heart of Miss Manby. 

Herbert now thought that he might venture 
to put into' execution his intention of writing 
to Mrs« Walden, merely a letter of common 
civility ; a plan which he had long projected, 
hat had been prevented from adopting by his 
ignorance of Emily 's sentiments. 

His letter, though addressed to Mrs. Wal- 
'den, was evidently intended for the perusal 
'of her young friend ; and while he most stu- 
diously avoided making any declatation of his 
real sentiments, he yet ventured to say, that 
<me of the greatest pleasures he looked forward 
to, on his return to his native land, was that 
of seeing Mrs. Walden and Miss Manby again. 
He touched upon every subject which he 
thought could interest or amuse Emily*. With 
'some degree of art, and, perhaps, not with- 
out doing violence to his conscience, he ex- 
pressed his disappointment at the vaunted 
lieanty of die Spanish danisel9 ; an opiniw 
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which he took care to observe, differed, as it 
did, in fact, from that of almost all his brothers- 
officers. He dwelt, however, with raptare on 
the magnificence of the Spanish scenery, the 
' grandeur of the mountains, the fertility of the 
plains^ and the pictnresqne variety of the cos* 
tmrnes. He spoke, with the greatest adnura*- 
tion, of the richness of the literature, the 
majesty of the language, and the charms of 
the national music. Then he observed the 
contrast between the spirit, intelligence, and 
activity of the Spaniards of olden times, and 
the apathy and indifference of its present 
race of inhabitants, to the manifold benefits 
which nature has conferred, with lavish hand, 
upon that lovely, but unhappy land ; where 
man, alone, seems unworthy and indifferent 
to the blessings of Providence. 

He described with enthusiasm, those glo- 
rious days when her numerous and invincible 
fleets triumphantly swept the surface of the 
ocean, and carried the terror of her name to 
the remotest qnarters of the globe ; when the 
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genins of her statesmen, the t^dents of har 
generals, and the unrivalled discipline of her 
soldiers, laid Europe trembling at her feet; 
when the burning desert and frozen glacier, 
or the dangers of unknown and distant seas, 
presented feeble barriers to the enterprise and 
ardour of her adventurous subjects, by whom 
vast and hitherto unheard-of regions were 
explored and conquered, and new and inex- 
haustible mines of wealth, power, and pros- 
perity, poure^d into the bosom of the mother- 
country. He called to mind that epoch whefi 
the banner of Spain floated in almost univer- 
sal and proud dominion ; when the immortal 
compositions of her artists, the brilliant and 
varied productions of her literary men, tl^e 
splendour and politeness of her courtiers, and 
the purity of her idiom, rendered her as ad^ 
mirable in the school of arts, science, an^ 
politeness, as she was formidable in the field 
and terrible on the ocean. Herbert com- 
pared all this with her present abject and 
fallen state: — arts, science, literature, mili^ 
tary and political c^ory, had fled before the 
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demons of ignorance and saperstilion ; and 
from being in ^ measure mistress and law- 
giver of almost the whole civilized world, she 
Was now become the prey of a faithless and 
cowardly monarch, and the degraded victim 
of a crafty, avaricious, and fanatic priesthood. 
To make amends, hovrever, for all this tire- 
some tirade, Herbert inclosed in his letter 
some of the most beautiful specimens of Spa- 
nish airs and Portuguese Modinhas ; and he 
was not a little pleased to hear, in due time, 
that Emily was taking infinite pains. to learn 
the Spanish language, and that the music he 
had transmitted was the endless subject of 
her study and amusement. Herbert, however, 
was stiH more delighted to receive an answer 
i'rom Mrs. Walden, and his heatt bounded 
when the drum-migor of his regiment, with 
his usual formality and unbending stiffness, 
addressed him with that kind of freedom which 
his long services induced some of the senior 
'officers to suffer, and which the youngsters 
encouraged from the quaintness of the man. 
''A Utter for your honour. Captain Milton. 
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One shilling and too pence. A lady's hand* 
Hope yoar honour is not going to be married, 
Tbem weddings has robbed the regiment of 
many a good officer !" And then raising his 
hand to his gold-laced hat, he turned to the 
right-about, and marched off with his cane 
towards another party of officers, and left 
Herbert to meditate upon the epistle, which> 
before he attempted to read, he turned over 
' in every direction, to see if by chance . Emi- 
ly's name, or, perhaps, her handwriting, ap- 
peared in any part of it This answer pro- 
duced, as might be anticipated, another letter 
from Herbert ; and in due time a regular cor- 
respondence was established. 

A battle having at length taken place, Her- 
bert's name appeared in the Gazette as suc- 
cessor to a company in his regiment, caused 
by the death of an officer who had fallen in 
the affair : and his immediate return to Eng- 
land, in consequence of this event, when 
announced to Emily, iSUed her heart with joy ; 
thacigh Mrs. Walden could not avoid looking^ 

VOL. I. H 
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upon this return with dread^ as she foresair 
the crisis must myw arrive which must decide 
fpr ever the happiness or misery of Emily. . ' 
' As soon a» Herbert received the intelli- 
gence iti .bis promotion^ accompanied by a0 
order to retnm forthwith to the head-quarter^ 
of his regiment^ he made preparations for his 
departure; bat however delighted he might 
have been at the idea of again revisiting his 
native land^ and of again beii^ united to those . 
wbo were dearest to him in^eixistence, yet he 
eould not quit his brave companions in arms^ 
who were still destined to pierfotm so many 
glorious exploits (and ntojiy of whom he 
might never see again), without a deep sen- 
sation of regret. 

It was not without the utmost emotion that 
he entered the cabinet of the great diieftain^ 
whose kindness to himlteif had been particu- 
larly maiked. In vtin he end^tlvoured to give 
utterance to the feelings of gratitude which he 
ijvished to express; and as the hero extended 
his: hand to bid adieu to the ybung soIdier> 
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the dirin which iiimparied to the whole firaan» 
of ^e latter seemed to animate hia sool with 
a portion ofthatinmortal fire which flowed 
in the veiin ^f the cottqueror himeetf. Had 
not the, image of Emily swept before hia 
aight»he woold haye lenounced hoae^fri on d fl^ 
9ad pvoraotifm, rather tha» quit the. cwor 
mander whom he almost worshipped. 

Hesberthad erar felt the same epthuainstic. 
admivatioD fot the. man before whom he 
stood, which^ fortunateLy for England^ am-? 
mated the breasts of the loiwest soldiec in 
her small but vaUant host. 

The few4)ampaigns 9erbert had made^had 
tanght him^ ho^. to , esthoate the /chiefy who 
himself so well imderstood how to appreciate 
tile riding merits, and rewardthe courage and 
demotion of the young wanriors under his com* 
maad. Disdaining ;th6 ordiiiary .Irammela 
which had^ generally speakijigj^ enthralled the 
minds and impeded the aotioas of formei) 
British eommanders^ the hero l at. once burst 
through the shacklea of antiquated systema 
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and mathematical tecfanicalitiesi and, above 
all, bad shewn himself indifferent to the pre^ 
tensions of favour, interest, and fortune. 
Promptitude and decision marked his com* 
mands, and victory his progress* With an 
equal hand and unerring judgment, rewards 
were bestowed on the youngest, ^utmltem, 
when his bravery attracted the notice of his 
superiors ; whilst punishment was meted to the 
highest in authority, when misconduct or in^ 
capacity called for censure or disgrace. Dis- 
regarding the absurd pretensions of parade- 
tacticians, and orderly-room heroes^ whose 
pens had alone given proofs of their military 
existence, whilst their virgin sworda had slum- 
bered in their scabbards ; he founded, as it 
were, a new practical military school,, and 
formed for his country an army, such as Eng- 
land never had hitherto possessed ; an army, 
which not only gave daily proofs upon the 
enemy, of their commander's skill and con- 
summate judgment, but which enabled him 
lo throw himself in security upon his couch. 
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with the gratifying feelings that the confidence 
between it and Idmself was mntaal and well- 
deserved ; and that he had but to rise and 
give the signal for the onset, and the victory 
was his own, however unequal the numbers, 
arduous the service, or disadvantageous the 
circumstances.* 

* It maj not be inappropriate to record an anecdote, com- 
municated by an officer of higb rank, wbich, had the latject of 
itOGcured in tbe IVencb amy, would probably bave fuauhed 
a trait as worthy of the pencil of the inimitable Horace Yemet; 
as it 18 deserrinjg; of the illostrioos days of bis classic namesake, 
*'Late on the evening i>f the battle of Albnhera" (it isth« 
General who speaks), ** I rode forward to examine the pod- 
fions, occupied by the enemy doling this morderoos conflict* 
On passuig m hillock, whose a British brigade bad charged and 
driven from the field a battery of the enemy's guns, I perceived 
feur bodies lying separate from, and considerably in advance 
of, tiie rmnaiaiBg slauu Three were French, and the fourth a 
ftfivate of the Third Foot. It was evident that a deadly and 
mortal struggle had taken place between these men, which had 
ended in the death of the whole. Observing, however^ by the 
convulsive movements of the English soldier, that life was not 
yet extinct, I dismounted, and raising the poor fellow, poured 
a small portion of spirits down his throat, and then, imagining 
that he might recover, and that he was only exhausted from loss 
of blood, I directed my attendants to place him on a horse, 
and convey him to the bivouac. The poor fellow, who had not 
entirely lost the use of his senses or voice, now raised himself 
a litUe, opened his eyes, stared wildly about him for a momenta 
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'Herbert 'had no«r n^hed Lisbon, on his 
^^y to Engltffid, where i^^Aetermitied to ve^ 
main ia shfort time, in order «to auMt the saffin^ 
<^f a i3hiiHof^ar/ia''vvfa(kliit'WMlw3 kileiitioB 
to embiirk^ When vetmmiiigonewgfat, witt 
two cither ofteers from a farfepaity at Janel- 
las Verdes^ the palace of the British AmAias- 
sador, which was at a considerable distance 
from their hotel, Herbert remarked that they 
were followed by three individiials. Who ap^ 
peared stndioasly to track their movements, 
f n proportion as the officers accelerated or 
relaxed their pace, or whenever they stopped 
to look around^ they perceived that they wei^ 

end liien find «a rnqmring look 4m i»e» tmd said, " It'ji of ao 
we, your lunumr, it'« of no use to more mb» I an a dead nan \" 
Thon, <eieBcliing has teeth, and casting a i^aatly <aad triiuBpbaat 
look on &e.odter l»di«8, lie added, » bm. tbere lie tbiee lor 
, one.*' We ^cre atili preeeedii^ to hh Um on Ike liarso, whea 
1m again exclaimed, ** Lewm me, kanre me to die qoiedy, yonj^ 
faeamor! bat fint teU me, wrho'wmi tlie battle V' " We» to be 
aBBe,''wa8myreiily. Then, atartingiipMi hie leg%witb a violent 
and afa&oit eiipeniataral«ffi>ft, be busaaed, or zatber ahrieked 
atond, "Itaik God! £ag|lM4i JSi^landl theOIdBu0s for 
•veiV aod tbtn boandiag l(biee or fenr yatda, as if be bad re- 
oetred a abot dmmgb bit beart, be sejled oyer> and fell dead 
beneath the bome'a Cm«." 



imitated by their pmsuers, who also carefully 
kept their persoaa concealed beneath the 
shade of Ae hooses, or the projecting porticos 
of the numeroas churches. The first impolse 
of the friends, who were in uniform, and con* 
seqaently armed, was at once to turn upon 
the men, and either to insist upon their pro» 
ceeding before them, or force them to explain 
their motives for following in this suspicious 
manner ; but as the fellows contented them<^ 
selves with keeping at a distance, and as they 
had shewn no decided symptoms of commit- 
ting any act of hostility, the officers forbore 
to interrupt tbem ; coptenting themselves with 
preserving the middle of the streets, and 
closely watching the imovements of these suii^ 
picious persons. In due time, the gentlemen , 
reached the Praca de Soudre, in which was 
situated their hotel, and as the men who h^d 
followed them to this spot, continued their 
progress^ towards the Arsenal, without taking 
any farther notice of them, they mutually ral- 
lied each other at the folly of thdr apprehenr 
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^ioiks^ and were now inclined to admit that It 
Was impossible the fellows could have enter- 
tained any sinister intentions against them. 
The party felt the mcM^e ashamed of their sns^ 
picions, when they considered that such an 
e?ent as an open attack upotk Britii^h officers 
in the streets, was not only nnosuaL but un- 
heard of; and in this instance tb^re Was still 
less probability of such an outrage be^ng me- 
ditated, as they were uncdnscious of liaying 
given offence^ and had not been long enough 
in Lisbon to have excited ainy personal ani^- 
mosity against them. The idea of a common 
robbery was out <tf the question. 

The ni^t was calm and sultry, and of that 
peculiar clearness and brilliancy which is 
only to be met with in southern cUmates> 
where, in fact, the transition firom the meri^ 
diw glory of the sun to the tranqtiil loveli- 
ness of the night, appears to have been pro- 
duced by the suspension of a magic curtain 
of the purest ultramarine before the rays of 
the mighty luminary, rather than by its total 
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disappearance beneath the horizon, Herbert* 
who felt little inclination to retire to rest* 
directed his servant to place his writing ma* 
terials on the table, and after dismissing him^ 
drew his chair near the open window, and 
occupied himself in making some additions 
to his jonmal. 

While he was thus engaged, he had heard 
the splashing of oars, the grating of a boat 
as it touched the shore, then the sound of 
footsteps, and voices as if conversing in a 
whisper beneath his window ; but of this he 
took no notice, though his attention was much 
excited by the uneasiness and singular irri* 
tation of his^ favourite dog. This noble ani- 
mal was of that scarce and beautiful breed 
of mastiffs, or blood-hounds, which is some- 
times, though rarely, to be met with in the 
Sierra Morena, and other southern parts of 
Spain. They are said to be descendants of 
that ferocious race, which were trained and 
employed by the old Spaniards for the pur- 
pose of hunting down and exterminating the 
h2 
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origin«£MnbaMtaQts of their newly acquired 
American prossessions, and were at a. later 
period made use of by the planters in Cuba 
and other islands of the Spanish Main, to 
track the Maroons, or ranaway slaves, who 
had escaped from the dreadful tyranny of 
their masters, and secreted themselves in the 
fastnesses of the woods or mountains. The 
beautiful and sagacious beast (who was Her^ 
bert's constant companion, and of whose 
vigilance and, courage he had already had 
ample proofs) no sooner heard the noises 
beneath the window, than he uttered a long 
and low grow), then raised himself on his 
fore-legs, and bristled up the hair of his. back, 
whilst, from the shade by which he was enr 
veloped, his eyes seem gleaming with fir^. 
With violent symptoms of anger and irrita* 
tion the huge animal rushed into the balcony, 
where for a while he snuffed the air, moaned, 
growled, and scraped the floor ; then he came 
to Herbert's side, placed his paws on his 
knees, licked his bands, and looked with al*- 
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most liQman expression in bis master's face ; 
be then ran to tbe different doors of tbe room^ 
again snuffed^ scented, and scratched, and 
with increasing uneasiness again retamed, 
wagging his tail, to Herbert's side. To hn- 
mour his favourite, Herbert took up his can- 
dle, opened the doors, and examined every 
corner of his own room, as well as the ad- 
joining apartment. Nothing, however, ap- 
pearing to warrant the extraordinary proceed- 
ing of his four-footed friend, Herbert fastened 
the doors, and endeavoured to coax his dumb 
favourite to rest, by spreading his cloak on 
the floor, and by addressing "to him the usual 
caresses of ^' Come, old man i Majo! Chucho 
qnerido ! down !" but in vain ; the animal 
only wagged his tail, rubbed his nose against 
his master's hand, and then obstinately placed 
himself in the balcony, where he continued 
growling, whining^ and bristling his back, 
until Herbert, tired with his interruption, 
called him into the adjoining room, bolted 
the door, and angrily ordered him to b6 
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qniat, vrbkb comiDAad tbe a^blp beast ap^ 
peared to Iiave obeyed^ after pawiog tbe lock 
of the doormveral times^ and edcpressiag^ bin 
anger by a snccesjnon of grewfe> wbimes, and . 
sharp barkings* More thaa an boar had 
elapsed, and as the gireatest stillness raigned 
in tbe botd, and tbe refleetion of Ibe ligbt& 
en tbe river had gradnaliy died an^ajr as tbey 
wete Sftecessfvely extingnisbedin tbe boadey 
be prepared to retiro-to itesl; stiil, bon^ver, 
attracted by tiie beanty of <1m ntgbt^ Herbert 
resBKained ton some time leaning on tbe bat* 
cony, m silent admiration of tbs lovely scene 
ivfaieb buy before bim. 

At bis feety and mtbin a stone^s tbraiw> tbe 
golden- Tagus, on \diose' snrface tbe starry 
map of beaireniwas reflected by myriads of 
dfeincing and: gtettermg spangles^ dadbed it0 
rip^ng eddies in\ mcmottmous succdssieii 
against fbe walls, of tbe qipy. On .tiie rigbt 
as far astbe eyecould'spanihunditods of Tea** 
selifr shot npwands towards tise beiiveti&tbe 
dark outiines of their masts, like some bleid^ 



axhaok's nsvisiTBiu Wf 

forest of larch disrobed ctfitsiCbliage; whilst 
the Tower of Belem rearing its black battle* 
rneote above the tide, eilher frowned in solemn 
. and clonded majesty, or glistened for a mo* 
meat as the rays of the moon glanced on its 
bristling cannon, or fighted the angles of its 
turrets. 

In the centre of the stream, the indisttncr 
and sombre masses of the ships of war, as 
tiiey rode qnietiy and sluggishly at anchor on 
the bosom of the current, appeared like some 
hnge monsters of th^ deep reposing on the 
flood. » 

On the opposite side, Hie shores of Almada, 
with their craggy steeps and vine-clad banks, 
its summit crowned with villages and qnintas, 
its groves of orange, myrtle, and pomegni;'^ 
nate,---cast iti^ dark shades across the river in 
a thottsand fantastic and varying folrms, and 
filled the airwit'h the fragraace of its flowers. 

Oh the left, the gray aiid formal bastions of 
the Castle rose in majestic grandeur above 
the slumbering city ; whose thousand steeples, 
minarets, and spires, glittered like pyramids 



168 AXMACK's rbVisited; 

of pare silver throagh the veil of night Be- 
fore him extended the broad and splendid, 
bay, across whose dark bine waters, unbroken- 
by a single wave, the moon cast her light in 
one long, undivided, and brilliant stream*, 
from the very strand of Aldea Gallega to the; 
wall of the city. The tranquillity and still-' 
ness of the night was unbroken, save by the 
casual apparition of some Blankanese boat 
as it rapidly descended the.river on its coarse 
to the fishing-ground, or by the monotonous 
though not unpleasing chant of the fishermep, 
as they rose and sunk to their oars. 

Herbert was on the point of retiring from 
the window, when his attention was attracted 
by the shadow of two figures which were 
emerging from beneath the shade of a^ wall, at 
a short distance to the left of the hotel. He 
immediately perceived that one was a strong 
' and gigantic-looking man, who appeared to 
be dragging after him a female, and, from 
what he could discover, not a woman of an 
inferior class. 

A moment sufficed fw Herbert to distin- 
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gttlsh; by the faiat criet and entreatiea of the 
woQian, and the ferocious threats of the man, 
that robbery or murder was the object of the 
latter ; and he plainly perceived that it was 
the ru£ElaD's intention to force his victim down 
to the margin of the stream^ and» having ac* 
complisbed his purpose^ to cast her body into 
the tide. The situation was adndrably adapt* 
ed for a deed of this dreadful nature^ being 
one of those siecluded issues* or rather pas* 
sages^ sloping down to theTagus, constructed 
in by-streets, for the convenience of the mu- 
leteers and carmen to water their mules and 
oxen; being enclosed on one side by the 
lofty and blank walls of a convent, and by 
the masonry of the quay on the other; whilst 
scarcely a single house or window, save that 
of Herbert's chamber, overlooked the spot. 

To see a woman in danger, or ill-treated, 

and to fly to her rescue, formed but one act in 

. the mind of Herbert. It was evident no time 

should be lost: springing, therefore, from the 

window, he seized his sabre, rushed down th^ 
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dCaird, tote open the door of tlie hoiise, ringing 
the house-bell at the same moment, and then 
flying round the corner, in another instant ho 
was M the head of the slope. When he ap^ 
peared, the ruffian, who had already dragg^ 
his victim to the very brink of the river, re- 
laxed his hold, and, drawing his sword, 
a^waited Herbert's approach; whilst the fe- 
male, to whose rescue Herbert had hastened, 
no sooner perceived herself at liberty, than 
she ^ed past him with the speed of a deer, 
and, without even thanking her preserver, 
disappeared in an instant. 

Not satisfied, however, with having provi- 
dentially snatched this woman from the very 
jaws of death, Herbert determined to seize the 
ruffian himself, and then to deliver him to the 
police: for this purpose he continued ad- 
vancing; and desiring the fellow to throw 
down his sword, commanded him instantly to 
surrender. To this the villain made no reply 
but by uttering one o^ those hissing noises so 
familiar to every 6ne who has visited Lisbon^ 
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and in an instant Herbert saw two other men 
rapidly emerge from the shade of a buttress. 

Our gaUant countryman immediately per*^ 
ceived that bis rashness and imprudence had 
drawn him into one of those guet^ipens, into 
which he heard (but did not believe) that 
other British officen^ had fallen. The preci* 
pitate flight of the woman, the sudden and 
preconcerted appearance of the two men, left 
no doubt upon his mind of the fact ; and al-* 
though hecon^demned his own folly, there was 
now no time for repentance, and he deter- 
mined at once to make a desperate push to 
secure his retreat, or at all events to sell his 
life as dearly as possible, if the rufllans should 
attempt to interrupt his progress, or have the 
audacity to attack him. 

Before he had time to secure the cord of 
his sabre firmly round his. wrist, all doubts of 
the intentions of the villains were put an end 
to by their hastily advancing towards him, 
headed by the tallest and most ferocious of 
the three, who, with a pistol in one hand and 
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a hm^ liapier in the other, was afready wlftiB 
a ftw feet of his persoh. With the decision 
and promptitude of lightnings and with the 
strength and activity of a tiger/ Herbert 
sprang foni^rd upon the foe^nosl ruffian^ and 
before he had time to discharge his weapon, 
it had already flown into the Tagns, dashed 
firom his graspby a stroke of Herbert's sabre; 
whilst, at the same time, a tremendous blow 
from the left hand of the latter, laid the wretch 
pfrostrate and senseless on the pavement »; 
' Herberf s coolness and undaunted courage 
were only to be rivalled by his perfect skill in 
the use of all offensive and defensive .wea- 
perns ; and most fortunate was it for him at 
this tremendous moment that he possessed 
these advantages in the highest degree, for 
never had a man more urgent necessity for 
tke em{floyment of Ms valour. Undaunted 
by the fidl of their cooHrade^ the two remaining 
bravoes, who were ariaed with a long knife 
in the left, and a sword in the right hand« ad- 
vanced With still greater impetnostty, and 
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amanU npon Herbert, w1m> kad placed his 
back a^aiiuit the wall of the qoay, and coati*. 
Atod to pairy their blows witfa coosammate 
ceddess and dexterity. It was erident that 
ttie two THlaiBS weite perfect masters of 
thdnrwei^ons; aild tbeiefiMre Milton saw that 
his only cbanoe of victory was by contioding 
to act upon the defensive/and to preserve hi^ 
strength until a fiftVOnriAle moment shoald 
fMsent itself of woonding or disarming one 
(tf his assailants, and then of malting faia 
escape from the otheir. ; : 

This nnequfd contest hdd already continne^ 
far somb odkintes^ wben Herbert, who had re^ 
ceived three sligfht ironnds firdm the swocds of 
his advnrBarie^, ifelt that it wks ttate to make a 
vidieiit effort, or the loss of MocUl, wfarohllow 
ed from his arti Mid thighs mif^t rendlsr Urn 
too weak to offer farther resiMance. Being 
hfiodsblf in the shade, alidins opponents being 
exposed to the fiill rays of ibe moon, he was the 
batter enabled to walch their countenanceis^ 
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and to evade or parry their blows. Seizing the 
instant when the eye of one of the rufElans ap<^ 
peared to be diverted to some object npon the 
Wall^ Hubert sprung in, and with wdl-direct6d 
aim almost severed the yillain*s sword-arm 
from his shoulder, whilst the weapon it wielded 
fell harmless to the ground; th«[i^ observing 
that both his antagonists had retreated two or 
three steps, Herbert cottected his remaining 
^strength, and was about to make an effort to 
rush by them towards the hotel, when he foond 
himself suddenly pinioned as it were/ and 
pulled back towards the wall, by what he 
4uickly discovered to be a rope cast over him 
from the parapet of the quay. His situation 
was now, indeed, truly critical, and it appear- 
ed as if nothing but the immediate intervene 
tion of Providence could rescue him. By a 
violent exertion he contrived, however, to 
liberate his right arm, and still in some mea- 
sure he was enabled to defend himself with his 
sword, but every effort to disengage the rest 
of his person was finitless. These vain ex* 
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ertibns, however, could not last long ; his Tio« 
lent struggles caused the blood to flow more 
rapidly from his wonnds; whilst at the same 
time he felt the treacherons noose tightening 
eyeryinstantroand his person, andhis strength 
and courage proportionately decreasing. 

With mixed seosations of rage, despaif, 
and horror, he saw the moment was fast 
approaching when be must yield himself an 
unresisting prey to the mercy, or rather blood- 
thirsty intentioh3, of his ruffianly assassins. 
His mother — Emily — his firiends — life, with 
aU its gay and happy prospects — death, a de- 
grading, horrible death, swam before his eyes; 
— above all, a pang of repentance at the rash- 
ness which had drawn him into the power of 
these ruffians, caused his heart to beat with 
extreme agony and bitterness. Every moment 
he was becoming weaker ; the blood from the 
wound on his forehead trickled into bis eyes, 
and dimmed bis sight; the point of his sword^ 
which he bad hitherto held so as to guard 
his person, now gradually sunk towards the 
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gfoniul; already one. of the roffians bad 
nished m upoa him with Us knife, and he felt 
tiie cold steel penetrate faift fledft; all ap« 
neared lost, his head became dizzy, his eyes 
wiexe stemming in the fainthess of death ; the 
gleam of the moon ^hone upon the knife of fbe 
assassin, lifted to renew the stroke— when 
suddenly the noose wliich hoimd hbn waare^ 
laxed, and he reeled forward and fell npon 
bis knee at the foot of the villain,, whose blow 
not only missed its aim, but, by the violence 
with which it was driven, the knife itseM* was 
shivered to fragments against the waU. He 
then heard a msbing noise, accompanied by a 
sharp, deep, growl ; then follo|¥ed a corse, a 
struggle, a groan, and the noise of a body 
^ftUing ; and wiping the blood &om Jim eye&^ 
and dteengaging his hand, he saw }m faithful 
dog immovably fxed on the throat of his 
assassin, whom the noble animal had hurleid 
prostrate to the ground, and held dawn, with 
his mouth and claws, as securely as if he were 
impanelled in a vice. In the mean tin(e,.a 
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female voice was heard exclaiming in Spa- 
nisb^ *'Fly^ fly^ Perez! to tbe boat for yow 
Hfe! Hero come English!'' distant criea of 
^' Ifilton^ Milton, speak ! Where are yon I** 
struck his ear ; and he saw the third rvflSian, 
accompanied by a woman, rush by him to- 
wards ihe river, spring into a skiff, and then 
disappear. 

In a few seconds, several officers arrived 
to the as^stance of their brave connttyman, 
whom they found extended on the pave- 
ment, senseless, and faint from loss of blood. 
Whilst some of the party occupied themselves 
in removing Herbert to his apartment, others 
proceeded to secure the two ruffians, one of 
whom still remained apparently motionless 
from the blow he had received, whilst the other 
was vainly endeavouring to extricate himself 
from the grasp of the blood-hound : indeed, 
it recpiired the united efforts of the whole 
party to disengage the villain, whose throat 
Itnd breast were dreadfully lacerated by the 
teetti.and claws of the faithful animal. 
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Though the brave young officer had lost 
much blood, and was at first extremely faint, 
he quickly recovered sufficient strength to be 
enabled to recount the circumstances which 
had so nearly proved fatal to him ; and, as 
may be well imagined, his gallantry and 
heroism became the theme of general praise 
and admiration. At the same time, he was 
informed thatiie owed his eventual safety to 
his dog, who had now taken his station near 
bis master's bed, and could not be induced to 
quit his side for a moment. 

It appeared that Herbert had no sooner 
rushed down-stairs, leaving the animal fast- 
ened in the adjoining room, ere the courage-i 
pus beast commenced howling and barking 
most furiously ; and, in his eagerness to ac- 
company his master, had overthrown tables 
and chairs, and in short, created such a dis< 
turbance that ihe whole house was speedily 
aroused, and many of the officers hastened to 
the spot. Upon finding Herbert's door open, 
the scabbard of his sword in the passage, and* 
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opon observing that the^ dog was no sooner 
liberated than be rushed down-stairs and flew 
after his master, the officers concluded some- 
thing extraordinary must have occurred, and 
immediately sallied forth in pursuit of the 
animal, when they arrived, just in time to 
rescue their friend. 

Upon a careful examination of Herbert's 
wounds, they were declared to be trifling; 
even that which he had received from the 
knife of one of the ruffians, had fortunately 
only cut through the outward flesh of his left 
arm, and glanced across his ribs. In short, 
in a few days he was enabled to attend the 
first examination of the captured bravoes, — 
the affair having been taken up with infinitely 
more promptitude and decision than was at 
all usual with the Portuguese authorities. 

During the hurried and fearful moments of 
Herbert's struggle with his cowardly assail* 
ants, he had been much struck by the singu- 
lar resemblance between the features of one 
of the wretches, and those pf a Spanish ser- 

VOL. I. I 
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TaAt whom be had disnisaed fram hi» serW«o 
a few months previous. But he had heacdiOf 
tha ittaa's beii»g io £i^attd, aad indeed^ tlus 
rearfttl necessity of watching their movemeails 
aAd parxying their blows, had left him no 
time to* make comparisons^ or observe mone 
nearly the villain's conntenwce. His suspif- 
cion3 w^re^.bawever, not only revived bat 
confirmed by the deposition of the prisonefs, 
who, upon being: promised that thair lives 
should be spared) at once made every neces- 
sary Qonfession, and^ fiirtlier* gave every aa<^ 
sisfanoe which e<Mild aid in the detection of 
their confederate* 

By. their confessions^ the wiysteFy was 
cleared op; and it was evident to Herbent^ 
that revenge for hairing been driven from his 
service (the: reasons for which will be eab- 
plaiaed hereafter; had eaieitCMl the monster to 
se^k his master's life. The prisoners^ in an- 
awer to the qoiestions put to thern^ stated that 
they were natives of %^es^ in Aodahisia ; 
that they were hy prolossion huU-figblers^aBd 



bad qnil^d, cir -i>aitlier fl^ from SeviUc, in 
Mttseqaenee of a disa{freeaiait with th» po-» 
litee ; they had onlijr been^ a few days in- Lis^ 
&oii^ wkttlraT they had come to obtain employe 
ment^ or exhibit tbemaelwa: io the Arena* 

They added, that they weie totalty vnac^ 
qaaiBtiddwi^ the Gok>nel> aad bore faim no 
BNilice; but tiiat ti^y were met one ewoiog 
at a wiDe-botrBe^ by an iodividuid named 
Antonkv Perev, ootniuonly csJled. El Zorro> 
whom they had fimnerly known' as a Mqfo at 
Seritte^ and who, tbey^ understood, had. bcsm 
some years in- the sei^Tice of the Baglisk 
After ti>eatin9 them to several qnartiUoSi of 
wine, and shewing them a pocket-futt; of 
money, Perez proposed to them to lend him 
their assistance in dispatdung an Eaglisfaman. 
for whioh service ihey were to receiye a thou- 
sand reals each. They had accepted tb^ o&r, 
and received tbeie instructions how to aist. 

Doring several days they had foUewedtbD 
G^lonel en his reterh home, hat wesennaUe 
to attack hwi, either froa» his. being in. the 
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company of other oflScerd, or from the number 
of persons still in the streets. Five or six 
times they had endeavoured to entice him 
from his apartment by the same scheme which 
had so fully succeeded on the night of the 
ambassador's party, and in which the mistress 
of Perez^ who was a Gitana^ performed so 
dangerous a part. They had traced him from 
the house of the ambassador, and having 
mounted the parapet of the quay, observed 
he was employed in writing: and as Perez, 
who planned the scheme, well knew his for- 
mer master's gallantry would cause him to 
descend to the assistance of any womanf in 
danger, he adopted the measures already de- 
scribed. 

The villains added, that the mistress of 
Perez, who had been in South America, pro- 
posed throwing a noose, or lago, over the head 
of the victim, should his bravery and well- 
known skill prove too much for the united 
efforts of the party ; and that it was their in- 
tention to carry out the body of their mur^ 
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dered victim in a boat, and to have sunk it in 
the Tagns. 

Notwithstanding a most active and minate 
search by the police^ assisted by the disclo^ 
snres of the prisoners, every attempt to arrest 
Perez and his paramour proved abortive; and 
it was soon discovered that they had both 
escaped on board a vessel which had sailed 
from Settibal for Val Paraiso. The usual 
forms having been gone through, the two pri- 
soners were condemned to perpetual labour in 
the gallies, and to be branded on the forehead. 

Delighted as Herbert must have naturally 
felt> and thankful as he was to Providence 
for having rescued his life from such imminent 
peril, still the circumstance left a deep and 
lasting impression on his heart, and caused 
him a degree of uneasiness which he could not 
control or account for. The base ingratitude 
and treachery of the villain Perez, whilst it 
excited the utmost disgust. and indignation, 
gave rise to the most painful and contradic- 
tory surmises in Herbert's mind. He could 
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iscaroely believe tlHKt the man wiMn be hmi 
saved from the pains of an ignomanonfi pit- 
3iiflhflient, to whom, daring fioor years, he bad 
-diewn the utmost 4tberaKly« and treated wUh 
^niiDuaded confidence, eonfal ttms basriy ne- 
qpay his g^erostty, or carry iiis spnii; of «n- 
{faeiiy urengeance so far as to return to I^sbon 
purposely to seek Ae life of his bencfoctor. 

If this man Ferez was Ihe agent ^anojtlier, 

who CTOold be his employer? 'Herbert "was 

lunoonadons of hayiuig mlfally ofended any 

hnman bemg:: lielndoansed no quarrels, had 

formed no female Maismts in tlie ceiaatry^^OD- 

seqnently could Imve no rivak, and mras not 

AiRaretiiatliehadarfng^ caemy in Ike world. 

The whole affair appeftred to tie invillved 

in. an impenetrable jnystery, and he eadea- 

tvodred to.cidm the anxiety c£ his tboag^tfi, 

by attributing the wiiole matter to the ittferttAl 

ideaign.ofi^reE. 

Ffor many years prioDr to flierbert's depar- 
tane from E)agland,Pereeiiad.been employed 
BBvaUtdp^ rJuunbre to his ooasin, Akbmd Mil 
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tott; eEfidnAeB tbe fovmerwas'afiMttoleave 
JkKidon with his regitnent> Alfred binttd 'to 
him this mBn might be of great useja Ae F&- 
ninsula^ not only from his ^knowledge of the 
iMgnage, but from his aotivity, taleots, and 
moreover from his bei&g an excellent cook ; 
Bfo triiKng vecornmendation (let it be sidd) 
to ^a 'cMDpaignii% serrant. In diort, Alfred 
Undly offered 4so transfer Ihe fellow'^ sefvioes 
to Ms e^Qsin/and 'Hetbett gladfy accepted 
the- proposal. 

During nearly foar years, Perez eontinaed 
to'give the greatest satisffiction to his master; 
and although he had observed that the man 
appeared ^occasionally to possess more "mot 
ney, and to live more eitp^ssively than his 
statiofa justified, yet as he never 'missed any 
s«a» himsdf, lie had not only no grounds 4o 
devbt his honesty, bat permitted him to^enjc^ 
Vm utmost ooajffidence. 

Herbert'^ suspicions of the man's fidelity 
and honesty werehowever at length-aovakened, 
by hearing from England that lettetn "which 
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he' remembered had been intrusted to Perez's 
charge to convey to the post, had either not 
reached their destination, or had arrived with 
evident marks of having been opened. 

He had also remacked that the letters and 
papers in his own letter-box were often dis- 
arranged and some were wanting. He had 
latterly, also, missed several pieces of gold, 
which were inclosed in the same case. Un- 
willing to tax Perez at once, and being aware 
that these robberies conld only take place 
when he was asleep, he determined to be npon 
his guard, and watch in the hope of detecting 
him in the fact. 

. He had particular occasion to observe that 
the disarrangement of his papers, and his 
losses of money, were more frequent when his 
regiment was in bivouac, where it was more 
easy to enter his tent than a room without 
disturbing him. Calling an English servant, 
of whose honesty be could have no donbt, he 
communicated his loss, mentioning his sus- 
picions of Perez. 
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The 'doldier blimtly / replied, '<Why, Sir, 
it's that d — d Spaniard; and I could bave 
.told yoQ so kmg ag^o, only you seem'd so fond 
nrf* the fellow ; but if you 11 just let me k>#sen 
the Cftf poral when you 're gone to bed, bell 
catch him 111 be bouad." 

The Corporal was no other than the noUc 
dog before mentioned, aad whose attachment 
to HeAert was as strong as his apparent 
hatred to Peres; indeed, the animal had 
shewn «Bcb -determined antipathy to the Spa^ 
niard, and had so often atte«ipted to fly upon 
him, that Herbert was obliged to order him 
to be fastened up with the horses and males 
to preirent accidents. 

Following the soldier's advioe, Heri)ert 
took no farther notice of his loss or his sas* 
pioions, but dismissing Perez as usual, re« 
tired to his bed, and in a few moments his 
favourite crept through the opening of the 
tent; and, delighted at his unusual liberty, 
jumped on his master's couch, and almost 
i2 
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stifled him with his awkward bat affectionate 
caresses. 

Herbert had watched for a couple of hours, 
and was at last falling asleep^ when be was 
aroused by the dog springing under the tent ; 
and jumping up, he discovered Perez on the 
ground, where the Corporal had fastened on 
him. In a moment, two or three soldiers 
came to Herbert's assistance, and they dis- 
covered the keys and box on the ground out- 
side the tent ; from which it was evident he 
had been in the habit of purloining, and 
afterwards replacing them^ 

Suffice it to say that the fellow was imme- 
diately dismissed from Herbert's service. 

He heard afterwards however, from Sidney, 
that he had seen the rascal in London, who 
added with some degree of indignation and 
surprise, ^ I met him entering Alfred Mil- 
ton's house/' 
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CHAPTER VII. 

Among the different yoang men who had 
been most particular in their attentions to 
Emily, no one was more remarkable in his 
assiduities than Alfred Milton, the cousin of 
Herbert. Indeed, the busy and insatiable 
tongues of London gossips had already des- 
tined him as the successor of Lord Henry, 
and the consequent and very probable cause 
of his Lordship's rejection. A trifling scru- 
tiny, however, of Emily's manner would have 
sufficed to convince any careful observer, that 
she evidently suffered rather than encouraged 
his attentions; and although she often ap- 
peared to listen to his conversation, it was 
clear that the interest he excited proceeded 
from motives and causes foreign to himself, 
and in which he had personally no share* 
But it is high time that we should introduce 
him to our readers. 
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* 

Alfred Milton was the only child of Sir 
Herbert's elder and deceased brother, and 
had inherited nearly the whole of the paternal 
property. Alfred was some years senior to 
his cousin. He was a young man of extreme 
iiMhiao, and as much rgMiuitiiai' society, as 
the utmost and most exigent coveter of Lon- 
don celebrity €«<tld desire. His chander 
and dii^positiuMi were, it is troe, pretty well 
known, yet no man was so completely wel« 
come. Hewas of course a member of White's, 
Waller's, and the clidis of Newmarket and 
Melton ; whilst the table at the Union was 
never complete withoiit him. .Hie dressing- 
ixMMns at the Opera, the secret •committees at 
Ibe theatres, the porter -s private list in every 
-fcs h ionable and dificult bouse, as well as 
the dinuig*^re<Hns of our most renowned Am- 
phytrions, were alike op^i to him. He was, 
in short, of that <^ described set, before 
wJbom all minor beaux (we detest the hack- 
Aied .word ^ dandy'') sink into insignificance, 
or among whom they evenlniaUy obtain a 
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Mbaltem grade, by the saGrifioe of a due 
porticm of their fortune, and by permitting 
thwMielTes to beooKie the butt of the Graod 
Groix of this most extraordinary order <ji( 
human Jbeuigs. He was of Uiat privileged 
set, who, having nothing eardily to do the 
wb44e day but dress themselves, with an ad- 
mirable Bregwt in their pocket, make it a 
point of ahrays coming an hoar too late for 
dianer, and in black aeckcloths and boots. 

Indeed, the natural tendency to imitation 
which <exists in the htiman ^-aoe, has had a 
ningular. effect on the appearance of our 
citizens and tradesmen. One might imagine 
that the whole nation was bitten with a mi- 
litary majiia, an inclination to war (at least 
oatwardly) hitiierto unknown in the annals of 
ottr country. If we enter the house of our 
banker, up j&iaxt n dozen clerks, headed by 
the junior partner, whio, were it not for the 
yeaoeful pen in their hands, one might well 
mistake for a council of war, judging by the 
enormoas shse of their whtskens, flie tigbtiiess 



182 almack's revisited. 

of their blue great coats^ the clanking of 
their spurs, and the stiffness of their black- 
stocks. If one happens to have occasion to 
consult an attorney, one might well sap- 
pose that he stands in the presence of the 
Judge Advocate General, from his ultra mi- 
litary exterior; whilst one cannot purchase 
a pair of gloves, or barter for a watch-ribbon, 
without disarranging the creases of half-a- 
dozen soldier-like looking shopmen, who, 
from the dreadful rigidity of their ties, have 
not even the usual advantage possessed by 
their military originals, of now and then 
standing at ease. 

. The greater portion of the fortune , be- 
queathed to Alfred Milton by his grand- 
father, had already been swallowed by Jews, 
or dissipated in some other way. He bad, 
it is true, attained the very pinnacle of 
fashion, but his elevation had cost him dear ; 
and as he lived in considerable style, having 
an excellent small house in Upper Grosvenor- 
street, several hunters, his carriage, and 
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sundry other indispensable necessaries, it was 
evident he could have bnt one method of 
supporting his expenses^ 

His great skill at whist, which amounted 
almost to a point in every rubber in the 
course of the season; his cool calculating 
skill at making a good book for Newmarket, 
the Derby, and St. Ledger, and his general 
good fortune at macao and hazard, were the 
principal, though precarious and often fatal 
props, on which he relied for the means of 
meeting his engagements, ia which, we must 
do him. the justice to say, Ho man was ever 
more punctual^ This species of uncertain 
and fluctuating rental,, however, frequently 
threw him into difficulties ; from which, upon 
more than one occasion, he had been extri- 
cated by the kindness of his cousin, who had 
been security for him to a large amount, with 
some of those harpies, whose cypher-signed 
invitations to the necessitous and inexperi- 
enced, may be constantly met with in the 
daily journals : and yet there are those who. 
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by remonng the only restriction which mnr, 
IB some measure, restraiDS these moiiirters, 
would willingly let them loose unumatleA on 
the imbUc. Wretches ! who ia nine cases 
out of ten, live to see the victims they have 
eDsnared, either end their miserable days 
amidst the horrors of a prison, or become the 
sabject of a coroner's verdict; whilst ike 
wide domaun, the noble timber, and fertile 
property which the hidastry and affectioti of 
their ancestors had amassed and bequeadbed 
to them, oft^n become the prey of some vile 
attorney, of whom, in most cases, th^e 
wretches are but the infamous lurchers. 

Added to a very handsome person, Alfred 
Milton possessed the most artful dispositiiNi 
and consummate knowledge of Ae world. 
He could adapt himself to any situation and 
to every society. He could discuss Cereal 
laws "With the political economist, moraiity ^ 
with Uie virtuous, be serious with the sad, 
romantic with the sentknental, gay widi the 
lively, and profligate with the vicioiis ;— *in 
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short, no one so completely brought to mind 
the words addressed by Cicero to the trea* 
cherous Catiline : — '' Cum tristibus severe ; 
cum remissis, jncundd; cum senibus gra* 
viter ; cum juventute comiter vivere/' . His 
skill in intrigue and success with the fair sex, 
was as proverbial as his utter want of faith 
and insincerity in all matters of this kind; 
The victims of his seduction (the wives and 
daughters, as usual, of friends), were tracked, 
toiled, destroyed, and then cast off, with a 
degree of patience, ingenuity, and cold- 
bloodedness, surpassing all imagination. He 
had neither morals, principle, nor feeling, in 
such cases : and his maxim was, if he could 
not immediately effect his purpose, to threaten 
the poor resistant with the loss of her repu- 
tation, by merely insinuating, as a secret, 
that he had been successful, to half-a-dozen 
friends ; or, if she had committed the folly of 
putting her pen to paper, by publishing her 
letters : which, by-the-by, in either case, of 
success or defeat, was sure to ensue. 



'On seeing his quet, idemore, and doivBfiast 
lw)k as fae entored a room, a. stranger won 
ndinraUy tnclmed to pity his diffidence ^Md 
want of self-possessidn. On observing 4bat 
he scarcely raised his eye towards the faceol 
die person to whom he addressed htfnseUf, 
and, with head inclined, spoke almost in a 
whisper, one regretted that so fine a young 
man should be ^overwhelmed by such invin- 
cible shyness. But his progress was like 
that of tike wity, noiseless, and crencUi^g step 
of the tiger, when, advancing by imperceptible 
gradations, and with halfraverted head, it 
prepares to spiing with remorsefoss and 
deadly gripe upon its victim. 

Alfred had early socoeeded in obteming an 
eKtraordinary inflnence over the mmd, and 
pessessiog himself of the ealire fdendskiy 
and confidence of 'the open-hearted and an- 
suspicions Herbert; who, in despite of the 
caution he received from Lady Milton 
(whose eyes had been long opened to lier 
nephew's Teal character), and sundry : 



(mdoes conveyed to bim by his ftventis, con- 
iSikffed every sjflleMe uttered against -his 
e^rasinas tlie effect of eniry. 

^tbe cimtrast In the dispositions of these 
two young men conld not be more strongly 
defined than by the effect pvodnced on each 
iltiiet's mind by Hieir reciprocal behai^ionr 
a»d< mutual interchanges of kindness. Every 
HtUe act of attention or ciyility, every trifling 
IHesent reeeived by Herbert, called forth in 
his heart the warmest sen)sations of gratitude ; 
and be thought it impossible that he could 
ever do too much to repay his cousin. On 
the other band, Alfred detested his relation, 
>iiot vdone because his prospects in the wofid 
ivere so brijlliant, but he envied him his per- 
sonal :|mcl mental qu€dities, and hat^ him 
because he foresaw that his rapid success in 
^society would soon not only render him inde- 
pendcfnt t)f his assistance, but probably leiad 
to some family connexion, to which he Mt 
'ttMt his own citoumstances n^ver wovid 
permit him toaspire. 
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From the first period of Herbert's intro- 
duction in the worlds his coasin had endea- 
voared^ by every means in his power (and 
from motives which will appear hereafter), to 
lead him artfully into all kinds of expense 
and extravagance : he introdaced. him into 
every place and into every species of society 
the most calculated to corrupt his mind and 
drive from his heart those admirable prin- 
ciples which it had been the constant study 
of his excellent mother and virtuous tutor to 
graft upon his mind; and this was done 
under the specious pretext of deterring him, 
by force of example, from those errors which 
his wily cicerone was so anxious he should 
fall into. But his plans were fortunately 
rendered abortive by the steadiness and firm- 
ness of Herbert, who luckily took his cousin 
at his word; and learning to profit by the 
examples of profligacy and vice which he 
met with, to the annoyance of Alfred, in- 
creased his prudence and circumspection, 
and completely escaped the snar^. 
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Alfired Milton had too mach calculation 
and knowledge of the 'world, not to foresee 
the perilous situation into which he had been 
gradually drawn by his own extravagance ; 
he felt assured; that if he continued his pre- 
sent expensive style of living, a crisis must 
sooner or later take place, and he had nei- 
ther strength of mind nor inclination to at- 
tempt a reform. 

It was in vain that he exercised his genius, 
fertile in resources, to provide means to avert 
the approaching evil. To raise much more 
money would be impracticable : he had been 
compelled during a succession of years to 
make enormous sacrifices j he had already 
often submitted to the infamous, though not 
uncommon, exactions and insatiable chpidity 
of the Jews^ to whom he was obliged to have 
recourse. Already he had been driven to the 
alternative of failing in his engagements, or 
of receiving a portion of the sums he raised, 
either in paving-stones, Roman cement, 
whales' blubber, or antiquated piano-fortes ; 
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whiqb valoable coniBodiUes \ren oC eoorse 
taken off bis hainds by the. aeconmtodatinf 
Israielit^, at a loss of fort; per eeolt, aad 
thase smnsi in addition to the nsurions in* 
terest, immeose premianij and not lefts esi* 
orbitant and villanous law charges, w<ere 
shared between the rascally altorney and the 
not less imfaiaoad principaJ.. 

Alfred's aversion and contempt for this tfir 
duatrious class, of individuals was invincible ; 
they w ece useful, it is true, aad. necessary to 
his existence, and he detested them the mone 
from this circumstaaee ; and coiMsequontly 
treated them with the most sovereign insult 
and disdain. It mattered little to him 
whether he behaved with pdUteness or bru- 
tality towadtds'them ; he knew that rank, man- 
ners, promises, or feelings were alike indif* 
feient le these fellows, ajid that he must pay, 
deaily pay, foir their services. 

Uii^ copduet upion one of these occasions> 
though it gave rise ta a, ludicrous incid^fit, 
elicited fhcr tfttfprise of Hubert; who^ for- 
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tmutloly igiM^raDt oi the natofe ai these men 
and tfafiirf proceedings, accoiyipai^ed him, to 
the fcsideace of one of these mdividnaJ^^ 
situated in a dark and obscure street in the 
Tseinity of tb5 Adelj^hi, 

'Hie nalaral melioatioai of the younger Mil* 
ton's mind wasrta be coarteoiis aad poUte to 
every one ; and as he followed hist consin up 
the dismal and dirty stairs whieb conducted 
thvun to tlbe Jew's; office^ he ventured to sugr 
gest to Alfred that it would'be but civil to ring 
tbebell. Without taking any notice of this 
remmic, the latter merely kicked with his foot 
against the door^ flung it open, and walked up 
to the table with his bead covered; whilst 
Herbert, following with his bat in his ba«^ 
felt his blood chilled when he found himself in 
the Msack and ill-lighted dpn, surrounded with 
musty parchments^ deeds» calculations of in*- 
terest, three or four half-empty tin boxes, wori^- 
Qtttmsk chairs, leaden inkalands, and all the 
parapdiemalia of the man's calling. Nor was 
be lesa stfwk by the artfnli, sombve, ao^iayar 
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ricious expression of the countenance of this 
moving philosopher's stone ; a countenance 
which might have rendered that of Shylock 
a very model of charity and benevolence. 

Rapping the desk where the man was 
sitting with his umbrella, Alfred exclaimed 
without farther preface : " Schwartz, I want 
some money !'* 

** Ach, mein Gott V rejoined the little Ger- 
man Israelite, '^dat is vat all die young 
gentlemens vants/^ 

«D — n the young gentlemen!" returned 
Alfred ; ^^ I must have a thousand pounds on 
Monday, before twelve o'clock." 

"Vat zegurities can you gif mir, Mr. Mil- 
ton? Is it landed or vunded vat you can 

gifr 

" Neither, you leech," answered Alfred ; at 
the same time quietly tossing the papers by 
which the man was surrounded, in every direc- 
tion round the room, with a jerk of his glove. 

"Neider," rejoined the other/ quietly and 
methodically picking up the scattered docui- 
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mtots; ''neider! den it is manige seddle- 
menZy or leaashold^ or gopyholt^ or yoar 
banker's agzept^nce/' 

" You are out still, you vampire !" was the 
reply of the borrower. 

" Bampires or not bampires/' answered the 
Jew, "I vish you vouldn't use dem ogly 
names, Mr. Milton; we can't do noting mitout 
some zegurities.'' 

''My bill at three mondis, will that do?" 
demanded Alfred. 

" Pills/' answered the money-lender: '*Gott 
pless you, my dear Sir ! pills ! vy vat is pills? 
Mere vaste papers. I've got as much of dem 
tings here as vould fill a vagen. Upon my 
word, pills is not worth twopence ; die pest 
pills, die most resbectaple agzeptance is not 
wort a farding ; dere's such a sgarcity of mo- 
nies in die marget. But dere's your freund, 
if he's a man of property, can't he go joint 
zegurities? von't he have got some Mate, 
some bictures, or someding vat's dangible ? 
Upon my zoul, I vish to accommodate 

VOL. I. K 
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you, but I have not got a farding my owtk 
selfs." 

^' I am come here for money, little 
Sthwartz," now observed Alfred, ^ ttnd not to 
listen to yoar stale cant and stupid humbug ; 
therefore make no difficulties, I know what 
you are at ; but money I want, and money I 
must have — the bill must be done/' 

"Gott pless you! my dear Sit,** replied 
the Israelite, with a hypocritical voice, ** if 
I was to gif fifty per zent, I ^could not get 
monies mitout de zegurities.*' 

" Nonsense !'* exclaimed Alfi^ed, ** you know 
I never failed in an engagement in my life, 
and iny cousin here will accept my bill ; you 
know he backed my last piece of paper, and 
was my security for the sums I raised." 

" Hugh !'' answered the Jew, " das ist wom 
anders, dat is a very worty gentlemans; 
dat is very good zeguriti^, as good as 
die Pank. But wat shall you gif for the 
pizne^i?^' 

«* J^ifteen per cent,*' rejoined Alfred, « and 
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I should think that is sufficient to satisfy thib 
blackest raven of all your brood." 

;*' Fifteen per zent," returned the other after 
a Uttle consideiation, '^ by Gott ! I wish to 
sarye you ; but den you know you most dake 
some of the monies in goots. 

''Goods ! you little villain/' exclaimed Al- 
fred, ''not a penny in anything but bank notes ; 
no^ no, I have already lost enough by yotir 
logwo6d, steam-engines, and patent coffins. I 
must have the whole in money ; I will there- 
fore give you a bill at three months for eleven 
hundred and fifty pounds, and you must deli- 
ver me the remaining thousand on. Monday/ 

" Vat, you dink I carry Mr. Rothschild's 
gelt in my pocket," answered the Hebrew, — 
" by Gott ! I wish to sarve you— but you must 
have die goots. I said I had no gash myself^^ 
I wish I had, by Gott! Well, you make it 
twelve hundred, and I will see my brincipal ; a 
very worty gentlemans, but he is not jn town«" 

"Hang your principal!" exclaimed Alfred, 
" I should like to cane you both together. -. Jf 
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it .were possible to find a greater rogae than 
yourself in the world, he is the man. I kno^ 
him ; I know the usurer — ^your principles and 
your principal are worthy of each other." 

Daring this speech, the little Jew evinced 
evident symptoms of uneasiness; he rolled his 
bl^ck glimmering eyes around, coughed, hem- 
med, and endeavoured to drown the sound of 
Alfred's voice by his exclamations of *^ Gott 
almightiz, don't apuse my brincipal, he is a 
very excellent gentlemans, a very worty gen- 
tlemans, a very good gentlemans !" ' 

A slight noise, which appeared to probeed 
from behind the skreen drawn across the angle 
of the Jew's office, now attracted the attention 
of the young men ; and Herbert, who had wit- 
nessed with astonishment the dialogue be- 
tween the two high contracting parties, was 
not less surprised to see his cousin cooHy take 
up the large well-filled leaden inkstand, and 
merely crying, " A rat !" pitch the implement 
over the skreen, where it was heard first to re- 
sound, as if it had come in contact with some 
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hollow sabstance, and then bonnded upon the 
floor. Schwartz, who perceived Alfred's ob- 
ject, hastily attempted to. arrest his hand, but 
in his eagerness he stumbled over one of his 
tin boxes, and throwing down the skreen dis- 
closed the principal, who. had been daring 
. this time concealed in the corner. 
. To the amusement of Alfred, this personage, 
who was no other than Sir Jarvis Jacob, now 
appeared, his white hair stained and drenched 
with the ink, which, trickling over his face 
and waistcoat, poured down upon his well- 
cleaned leathers ; whilst spitting, sputtering, 
and wiping his mouth, be was endeavouring 
to clean his face from the fatal dye. 

Upon the discovery of this individual, who 
looked as foolish as he was filthy, Alfred 
calmly approached close to him with his 
hands behind his back, and then looking- him 
in the face with the most consummate con- 
tempt, exclaimed : ^' So, you. Sir, are the 
honourable gentleman, you are the worthy 
principal that is opt of town ! eh ! Ton de-. 
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testable usurioas listener, leave the room as 
you are. Fly, you mean spy, — ^fly !" and tak- 
ing up the Knight's shallow coachman-like 
hat, he flung it in his face, and pointing to 
the door, added, '* Not a word. Sir Usurer t — 
march ; and think yourself fortunate that your 
insignificance protects you from my cane. If 
you were a gentlemah, you should answer for 
this elsewhere, but I shall content myself with 
exposing you to the regiment to which you 
ar^ a disgrace;" — and without permitting the 
abashed Sir Jarvis to utter a word, he follow- 
ed, rather than pushed him towards the door, 
and, slamming it in his face, returned with 
the greatest calmness to complete his nego- 
tiation. 

The money-lender, who in the mean time had 
Expressed the greatest perturbation and alarm 
in his manner, and expected that Alfred's an- 
ger would next turn upon himself, no sooner 
saw the door closed upon his very worthy 
'' brincipal,'' and that Alfred was perfectly 
calm, than he burst out into a long and loud 
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&i of laQghter> and exclaimed : '' Sarve him 
right, by Gott ! Acb ! die screens was no ze- 
^ritie^ ! Qh, he is a tama Jew ! Dere is no 
,d(a«g DQthiBg init sach a man !" — and then, 
aftev nnmerQuiB pourparlers, at length yielded 
•to Alfred's pro^sal. The stamp was pro- 
vidad> tj^e accepiMknce given, and the moaey 
promised at the appointed time, whilst the 
(wo fyouijig |iien> as they retired down stairs, 
beard him still Iangh^lg and repeating to him- 
»^\(-: '' Sarye him |right!;Vat a tamn Jew! 
vish h^ y as hosvipt^'' 

Alfred wasvW^U aware that he might rely 
m>pn hij$ coy^in's assistance, as long as Ifee 
latter, had any security to offer; bat .his 'rer 
sQurce mast sopn fail, since the kind-hearted 
Qerbert had already mortgaged for this pur- 
pose thiQ; gi^eajter portion of the reversMMi 
settled^ upon him by his maternal graiid- 
fa^er. ^ , 

Alfred had frequently turnc^d. his thoughts 
towards matrimony ; he looked upon mar« 
riage as, the sheet-anchor by which rhepttr-> 
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posed to ride oat the gale^ and repair -die 
dilapidations of his fortane. 

No one could be more eminently success- 
fal in the higher circles^ bat here^ unhappily^ 
the fortunes of the daughters were not in any 
degree commensurate with the ambitious 
views of their parents, and still less in ac- 
cordance with those of the suitor; therefore 
he turned his eyes towards a less brilliant but 
more substantial class, flattering himself that 
it would be always in his power to introduce 
his wife into the same fashionable society he 
himself frequented . He, however> found him- 
3elf constantly repulsed by the cold formality, 
overpowering civility, but steady protests> of 
the sugar-bakers, soap-boilers, or scriveners 
(for thus he christened all the respectable 
merchants and bankers), a large portion of 
some of whose fortunes he determined, 
througl^the medium of their daughters, to 
appropriate to himself. These worthies per* 
mitted him to drink as much of their cham- 
paigne, and eat as many of their dinners as 
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he thoaght proper, but they were imiforsily 
firm in defeating the objeet he had in view. 

Emily Manby had for a time beieii marked 
out by Alfred as a valuable prise^ but upon 
ealcnlatiDg the amount of her income, and 
upon findiilg it secured against all dangers, 
he renounced his project upon her as uh^ 
worthy of his ambition and unequal to bis 
wants; circumstances had moreover come to 
his knowledge, which would render her iht 
finitely more serviceable to him in anothet 
view. Having been defeated in his project 
of marriage^ he now turned his thoughts to* 
wardd India : a gleam of light burst upon 
him, and be prepared himself to play a des* 
perate game, which, if successful, would 
erown his utmost desires, and in the event of 
iailare, could not reader his position more 
unfkvonrable than it was already. He knew 
wdl that Sir Herbert Milton's fortune was 
entirely at his own disposal, and that, with the 
exception of his cousin, there were no imme- 
diate connexions to whom the Baronet was 
k2 
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likely to bequeath his large property. For 
some years he had carried on a correspon- 
dence with his uncle, and he resolved to 
adopt this interchange of letters as the me-^ 
dium for his operations. With that consam- 
mate artifice and duplicity which had already 
found so many victims, Alfred determined to 
put every engine into play to obtain a firmer 
footing io his uncle's confidence/and to in- 
sinuate himself into his esteem, hoping even- 
tually either entirely to ruin and supplant bis 
cousin, or, at least, to share largely in. his 
future fortune. It required no small degree 
of calculation, cunning, and method, to .at- 
tain this object. It was necessary to. indis- 
pose the father against the son, and to excite 
the son to adopt such a line of conduct as 
must infallibly ruin him in the opinion, of. his 
father. The enterprise presented no few 
difficulties, but he was not to be discouraged, 
and he considered his scheme infallible ; es- 
pecially as the distance which separated him 
from his uncle would preclude the possibility 
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of Sir Herbert's. obtaining a true insight into 
his character, and prevent his ascertaining 
the real state of his affairs, and the veracity 
of his assertions. His operations were com- 
menced by throwing out obscure hints and 
insinuations respecting his cousin, which he 
thought could not fail to awaken suspicion, 
and excite a certain degree of distrust and 
irritation in the mind of the austere father, 
against a son whom he only knew by reputa- 
tion. Alfred, however, at the same time 
artfully affected to excuse Herbert's faults, 
and the extravagance which he had (he assur- 
ance to attribute to him as the errors incidental 
to a young and inexperienced man, arising 
more from the -flattery and temptations of the 
eWorld, and from the indulgence4)f his mother, 
than. from any defect in his cousin's disposi' 
tion. His letters were the most perfect mo- 
dels of morality, prudence and disinterested- 
ness, and he had the satisfaction to discover, 
in due time, that his uncle had completely 
^ fallen into the snare. 
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Deceived by the honourable and prudent 
sentiments which these letters displayed, as 
well as by the zeal and respect shewn for 
himself, and the interest he appeared to take 
in his cousin. Sir \Bterbert warmly expressed 
his satisfaction to his nephew, and urg;ed him 
to a continuance of his observations on his 
son, to whom, as well as Lady Milton^ he 
conveyed indirect hints of dissatisfaction. 
More he could not venture to do, as he had 
been earnestly entreated by Alfred not to 
make any disclosure of his sentiments to 
Lady Milton or her son, as it might lead to 
coldness, and want of confidence on the part 
of his cousin, which might render Herbert 
averse to listen to the prudentcounsels which 
he was so ai)&ious to bestow upon him. Al- 
fred was also well aware that ambition was 
one of the leading features in his uncle's cha- 
racter, and that Sir Herbert had frequently 
hinted at his disinclination to retire entirely 
from public life. The Baronet considered 
himself certain of a seat in the Court of Di- 
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rectorsi but he wished^ throagh the medium 
of the House of Commons, to obtain a place 
also at the Board of Control. 

Alfred eagerly seized apon these distant 
hints of his uncle, and resolved to lay a snare 
for the Baronet, iwhich, if it succeeded^ must 
prodilce the result of placing Sir Herbert 
under heavy obligations to him ; at the same 
time^ he was not unmindful that^ although Sir 
Herbert was%ften extreinely liberal, yet the 
idea of squandering moneyi even for his own 
political advantage^ was looked upon by him 
as a crime. . It had long been Alfred's anxir 
ous desire to obtajin a seat in Parliament, 
more with the. view of securing his own per* 
son from the disagremmB of a spung^ng-house, 
than- from any other advantage' which he ex- 
pected to reap ; but the matter now appeared 
to him in a very different light, and fortune 
fayoured his projec^ts in a manner totally 
unlocked for. 

After a night of deep play at the club, 
Aifred (when the parly broke up) found hi^ 
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.bowl and pockets overflowing with pony and 
rouleau counters^ and upon squaring his ac- 
counts down stairs he discovered that the 
principal sufferer was a young nobleman, his 
particular friend. This was a circumstance 
the more fortunate, since the peer, though he 
possessed a noble estate, and, above all, con- 
siderable borough interest, was as much in 
want of ready money as himself. Pocketing 
the counters, instead of delivMhig them as 
usual to the steward of the house, be returned 
home, where, before he rose in the morning, 
he received a note from the loser, earnestly 
requesting a few weeks' delay. Alfred im- 
mediately answered this note in person, and, 
with .the air of a man who is conferring 
the utmost obligation, proposed at once to 
cancel the debt, if his noble friend would 
consent. to return hii^, or any person he (Al- 
fred) might nominaite, to Parliament for two 
successive sessions. This proposition was 
gladly, and even thankfully received by the 
^>oer ; the whole . of the counters were de- 
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lavered into bis possession, and a mutual and 
solemn engagement of secrecy, under a beayy 
penalty, entered into by both. 

No sooner did Alfred feel bimself secure of 
being returned at the ensuing and almost im-r 
mediate dissolution, than he forthwith wrote 
to his uncle ; acquainted him that he had for 
s^yei^I years been endeavouring to obtain. a 
preponderating influence in the borough. of 

r , situated in the family county ; that at 

length the purity of bis political principles, 
his attachment to tbe constitutional but mo- 
narchical rights of his country, and the inde- 
pendence of his sentiments upon several most 
important questions, bad placed him in the 
proud and flattering situation to which he had 
so loQg.directed his views. He also added, 
that. he had taken advaptage.of the fortuitous 
circitmstances which presented themselves, 
because he had observed the indifference and 
apathy of his cousin upon the subject, and 
concluded his letter by saying: *'My great 
object in effecting . this important measQ^ei 
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has been solely for the purpose of securing a 
seat for a man whose genhis^ talents^ inte- 
grity, and political knowledge, woald render 
his return to Parliament a real blessing to his 
country; I shall^ therefore, merely look upon 
myself as my respected uncle's locum tettem : 
1 haTe, in fact, made this stipulation with my 
constituents, and I shall consider myself as a 
benefactor to the nation, if^ on your return to 
England, you permit me, in your favour, to 
accept the ' Chiltern Hundreds/ " 

The plan succeeded beyond his most san-- 
guine wishes. Sir Herbert not only accepted 
bis offer with every mark of gratitude and es- 
teem, but accompanied his letter with more 
substantial proofs of his regard ; and Alfred 
could not help smiling when he unfolded his 
uncle's order for a thousand pounds, whicb 
the worthy Baronet hoped would not offend 
the delicacy of his nephew. 

Whilst, howe ver> Sir Herbert was delighted 
iWth the zeal, activity, and enlightened view$ 
of his nephew, he felt hurt, and even deeply 
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irritated^ at the indifference and apathy of his 
son^ who, in fact^ was utterly ignorant of bis 
4:oosin's plans until the very eve of the elec- 
tion, when Alfred, had the audacity to entreat 
Herbert to assist him in raising a sum of 
money, which sum was destined to play the 
most treacherous part against himself. 

There existed in the mind of Sir Herbert 
Milton a' most singular contrast, — a contrast 
which rendered him a much easier subject for 
the success of Alfred's machinations. With 
the most profound judgment, consummate 
good sense, and perfect knowledge of finance, 
diplomacy, and history, he was as ignorant 
as an infant of the usages and intrigues both 
of private and political life at home. This 
ignorance was in a great measure the result 
of his having, quitted England at an early. age» 
as well as from his retired habits, the limited 
number of his. correspondents^ almost all offi- 
cial, and the particular bent of his own cha-^ 
racter. His rules of conduct for private ai|d 
public life were grounded on the most rigid 



210 ALMACK'S RfiVISlTEO. 

and aastere principles, and drawn ap witb 
the most mathematical precisioa.i The sliglit^ 
est deviatioo from the estsd>Iidied liue was 
considered by him as an unpardonable crime; 
jittdging the world by the rectitade of his owa 
honourable principles, he made no allowaaee 
for the fsulings of others, and felt still iess 
inclined to pardon the corruption of the age. 
Sir Herbe^'s attachment to the monarchy* 
and his admiration of the government of bis 
country^ were not inferior to bis respect for 
the members of our two legislative chambers-; 
and he looked upon a J^night of a sbif0 as a 
/i^eing not^to be exceeded in m^t, except b$ 
an individual of the Upper Hoase>. The^UttJi^ 
initials M .P. attached to. a man's name, weD^t 
in his ideas, the distinctive attributes of pxo* 
bity, iadependencB, genius, and paAriotiail»4 
and> in his mind, the: opinions, and Qhatacjteoi 
of a inember of Parliament oug^t to be con* 
sidered by the world as immacniatie as. bis 
person was in fact sacred. He did not con- 
ceive it possible that the enlightenedt gantlo* 
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men and yeomen of England could ever ho^ 
nonr with their suffrages^ or elevate to this 
flattering distinction, any man whose yirtnes 
and talents were not of the first order. 

He had no more idea of the intrigues, cor- 
inptions, feastings, and exactions, put in men- 
tion previous to an election, than he had of 
the mines Of wealth, perjuries, and threats, 
employed duriog its continuance. -He never 
dreamt of the animosities, jealousies, and 
dissensions, the expulsion of tenants, the op- 
pression of tradesmen, the unnatural hatreds 
ehgendered between near relations, or of flie 
still more unholy abuses of religion, called 
forth by this periodical though necessary pest. 
In short, a man wbo obtained a seat in St. 
Stephen's, was in his opinion of a superior 
(Dlass of beings, and, consequenfly, his nephew 
at once ro^e in his estimation to the highest 
possible level. 

^ Not satisfied with his previous success, 
Alfred took immediate advantage of another 
circumstance. He knew his oncle's hatred to 
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the Manbys, though most unjust, was myio^ 
cible ; he kn^w that Sir Herbert would im- 
mediately take fire at the bare mention of bis 
son's attachment to Emily; consequently^ 
the first fleet to India conveyed hints and 
surmises oh the subject, accompanied with, a 
thousand hypocritical expressions of regret 
and surprise. Although Herbert had not 
made any confidence of his attachment fo^ 
Emily to his cousin previous to his departui;e> 
Alfred had entertained strong suspicions of 
the fact : and, for the purpose of ascertaining 
the truths transferred Perez to the service o/ 
his cousin ; through whose agency Uie matter 
was at once revealed to him^ — ^tbe whole of 
jEierbei1;'s correspondence being delivered 
into his hands by the treacherous Spaniard, 
which circumstance led to the result we baT9 
before described* At the same time, it is but 
justice to Alfred to state, that he was utterly 
ignorant pf the inan's inurdero.qs intentions ; 
and although he had. supplied, him with nip- 
ney on hia ri^torn to [England, as some. cpS; 
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peoisation for the loss and degradatioD be had 
sustained in executing his orders^ yet the 
idea of so atrocious a crime had never pre- 
sented itself to his imagination ; and this ap- 
peared^ without doubt, to be (he real truth, 
from the confessions of Perez at a later period. 
In short, before Herbert returned from Spain, 
Alfred had fully succeeded in obtaining, not 
only the confidence and esteem of his uncle, 
but in poisoning the mind of Sir Herbert 
against his son, which was evident from the 
style of Sir Herbert's letters to Lady Milton, 
who was utterly unable to account for this 
evident displeasure on the part of her hus- 
band, as the name of Emily never once was 
mentioned in his letters, though he hinted at 
his son's having formed acquaintances with 
individuals, whose intimacy must eventually 
bring ruin upon him, and disgrace upon his 
family. 

Thus far every thing had succeeded to the 
utinost wishes of Alfred, and nothing now re- 
mained for the completion 6f his scheme, but, 
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on the retara of Herbert to Ei^land, to per- 
sn^de , him to . viarry Emily, mt^ont conaiilt- 
ing Sir Herbert^ and to induce Miss Manby 
to coDseat to such a proceeding. It was ne- 
cessary, bowevers that he should appear neu-^ 
tral in the affair^ and that, he shonld conttiye 
to effect this matter by the assistance of other 
persons, .up<>^ whom Deither the anger of his 
uncle, nor the vengeance of Herbert, could 
have any effect For some time he balanced 
in his choice> but at length selected two indi- 
viduals, upon whose assistance he thought h^ 
might securely rely: both were different in 
their characters and dispositions, but both 
equally useful. The one was intimately ac- 
quainted with Emily, and entertained the 
greatest regard and friendship for Herbert; 
the other was equally devoted to himself. The 
first possessed the most kind and feeling 
heart, and was as incapable of a dishonour- 
able action as she was remarkabte for her 
wit, humour, and good-nature ; but she was 
thoughtless and volatile beyond measure, — 
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always eager to afford pleasure and amuse- 
ment to others without considering the results. 
The second was replete with artifice^ ambi- 
tion, intrigue, and want of heart, rarely in* 
clined to acts of kindness unless they should 
prove beneficial to herself, and coolly con- 
cocting mischief with the most calculating 
forethought. Over this latter :personage 
AibM possessed the greatest control; she 
was his coofidant, and had often lent herself 
to schemes which redounded as little to the 
cnedtt of her morality and sensibility, as they 
did to his honour and principles. The one 
was .the Baroness GeigeoUang, the other Uie 
Lady.Catesby, whom w6 shall beg to intror 
doce to our readers in the following chapter. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

Madame dk Geigenklang was an Eng- 
lish iady of large fortune, of the most amiable 
and ^fascinating inanners, and of the highest 
fashion ; her balls^ parties, and musical soi- 
rees, being the rendezvous oftfae most select 
ai]^ distinguished' society, both native and 
forc^ign, and the object of every young man's 
anilbition. Next to Almack's, these treats 
were more recherche than any thing of' the 
same nature in London, where the Baroness 
herself contributed not a little to the pleasure 
and amusement of her guests. She was the 
only daughter of a rich and eminent merchant, 
who, having amassed a splendid fortune, 
yielded to the entreaties of his child, and, 
quitting the sombre and dismal alleys of the 
city, purchased a noble estate, a seat in par- 
liament, and a capital mansion at the west 
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end of the town. Miss Cranbonrne,— who was 
well connected on the maternal side^ pos- 
sessed a beantiful face, lovely figure, and was 
as remarkable for the grace of her dancing, 
as for her skill in music, — gradually obtained 
a first-rate position in the fashionable world. 
In those days, fortunately for many aspirants 
of both sexes, this elevation was a matter of 
greater facility than at present. That awful 
and powerful inquisition, that holy office in 
King Street, from which there is no appeal, 
had not yet sprung into existence ; conse- 
quently the merits and progress of eiich forth- 
coming youth or damsel did not depend upon 
the capricious judgment of half-a-dozen fe- 
male Cbarons, in case of whose refusal to 
ferry a man over the Styx of Fashion, he had 
much better plier baggage, and content him- 
self with the rustic amusements of Russel 
Sqiiare and its vicinity, or trust his success 
to the Beaux Nash of Cheltenham and Bath. 
Suitors of all ranks had presented them- 
selves for the hand of Miss Cranbourne, but 

VOL. I. I, 
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hffHierfo her tistntf/kts Imd been nron^ ibftet on 
flie gajeiies end vmiiiitemeiit^ of "the wMiA, 
fliaii on the seriovfi cares of domestic {tfe. 
JHfer hdur -of irabjectiofi, hoiVeVdr, 'at 4eAgth 
kiTived, add she found herself ijadddniy at- 
Aifcked by some of thd6ei;wiitdies'affd t^^vingbs, 
that species of f m; dimfeurmmy or rakber fUgfe - 
dottjv/iiviridi are some ^f &e infalKblerspyliyp- 
\ikn% Of a love fever. 

The caasex)f these sensations Wkstheydnng 
and 'handsome Bfirondf^ Geig^Uang, a Ty- 
^tolmn no4>leitian/who had been introduced) dt 
-her -liduse^ where ^might alWajrs be sden the 
most distth^ishi^d and illustrious foreigners 
vfldom sipectflaiion, po&tibs, or curiosity' at- 
tracted to England. Tlie Baron, whose att^ch- 
^tneJut for Miss Granboume was not at all*di- 
-mitiidhed'by ihe charmsof her large fortmie, 
%titi9 it a matter of much greater fticility to 
obtain the'fhir lady's consent than that 6f her 
father, who continued unmoved, in despite of 
the j[>ray€rrs'attd entreaties ofthe lovei^. 

lkir« Oranbourne, like many other 'of our 
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kad imhibied^immS'Oftber.fm||}<ir 
natknal pvcfiidioes, the moat xof^tod av^raloii 
to his dajaglder's mthyryiing a.foreigiier; be 
iMtaU patience at the idea of ^l^s bard-eamed 
/conswis «nd thepfodnc^e of .bi9 broad acijes 
^passing into the hands of a strAQgi^r. Sa)>- 
Butting to, rather than uniting in, the wishes 
of 'bis. daughter, he (consented to hisdrawing- 
Tooms being conT^rted into a species of Ba- 
bel, 'Where he bad :Sonie difficqlly, from the 
mixtore of tongues aronnd biiAf and his igno- 
rance of every, language bat bis own, to com- 
municate with aayof his guests; bathe looked 
upon all ibis assemblage of :princes, dukes, 
counts, barons, marqutees» and chevaliers^ 
elothed'with faigb^sounduigiaind nev^-endii)^ 
names (which clothing is of(Qn the extent of 
their wardrobe) as. a set (tf adventurers, who 
Hack towards our;i8land, with the very disin- 
terestedpurpose of picking up some of those 
immense fortunes, which they have heard. it 
merely requires a litfle dancing, a Jittle ^ng- 
rag, u MiaU proportion of Jbting, ouri^:)wr. 
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and an affectation of constitatiyonalism and 
anti-catholicism/to carry, off and appropriate 
to themselves. No man had more perfect es- 
teem and deference for the hereditary nobility 
of our own country than Mr. Crahbourne^ and 
he would have rejoiced to' have found his 
name engrailed on some' noble genealogical 
tree of indigenous growth; but nothing. an- 
noyed him so much as the thought of bis child 
being disguised under a name that nearly dis- 
located his jatw to pronounce, and he sick- 
ened at the prospect of the fruits of his labour 
and economy being at some future period 
expended in clearing out the moat of some 
German prince's seAfo^, rebuilding the pigeon-^ 
house of some French count's rambling ch&- 
teau, or in defraying some of the carnival 
expenses of an Italian marquis. 

Mr. Cranbourne well knew that England 
was considered, in many parts of the Conti- 
nent, as a never-faiKng resource, a species of 
•El Ddrado, for the junior branches of that 
superabundant nobility, which, in many, in-- 
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stances, is so ludicroosly numerous, so far 
exceeding the nomenclature of any Christian 
calendar, that it is absolutely necessary to 
have recourse to numbers, like the bridcr 
grooms in ** Le$ Petites Dancudes/' in order to 
distinguish them from each other. He was 
aware that, in defiance of their eternal jac^i 
tance and praise of the purity of their climate, 
the brilliancy of their native sun,, and the me- 
rits of their kitchen, that they would, gladly 
endure the hardship of beefsteaks, the scorch- 
ings of port wine, and all the trachial and 
catarriial miseries of our fogs, damps, and 
cloudy skies, if they could bat bask, in the 
glowing reflection of some of those golden 
mines, which have excited their cupidity, and 
of which, in their own country, they have 
such very limited and contracted notions. 

Mr. Cranboume was determined, if possi- 
ble, that his daughter should escape the mise- 
ries which the sentimentality, or rather the . 
unnatural fondness for every thing foreign, 
whether it were a man or ft mantua-maker^ 



had entfiif ed dpoo otfaer of bcit coaptry womeit; 
and his* prejudiees^ were slrengtbened bjr wH* 
nesd^mg: the attfoittmate vesvlts of many of 
these uniond^. He lfa4 nobly givea his thou- 
sand potitidf» to^vrards the Posluguese siitK 
scrfpfitm^ he bad added a large stun to coUec- 
fibtis for &e strfferers by Swiss scvalanchea^ 
Hanorerian inundatio«is> conflagrationii in 
Canatfa/ explosions in P)aiidevs> feneis in 
Holland^ and no one evev vm» uiors actiye in 
his effbrfs^ to affofd relief or assis&noe to tfao 
Sodety iet ForedgMrs in distress ; bot Us 
blood enroled at th«^ thoui^ita of his boose 
being" eonrerted into a receptacle for aU the 
needy relations of his daughter's husband^ 
wbo, to evinee their gratitade for tile kindness, 
hospitality, and almost hidicrous generosity 
they bate met witb^ retnm to their emintry 
and forthwith either pnbUsh tlie most Ubellous 
and disgnstio^ works against the land where 
they liad been received with so much hosps* 
tality, or make a point of uttering the most 
abomhiable falsehoods and calumnies agaiost 



iiMUyiduftb wh^e. only) eHror* oottsisted m 
lending them Hioaey me^ev to he. re^id, er in 
gi'ving ahem food apd laitncBt when ihey 
Mfwe pcainylefls and atavving. In fine, to the 
hour of bis deaths nothing could indooe Mi&. 
Cranbounie to yield upoa thi» point, and bis 
daughter^ who tiad too much respeet and sin*^ 
cere attachment foi her parent to permit hei 
takh^ any steps without his consent, resolved 
, to Mcrifice her owm affiootions, and to await 
the period when she should he hei own mi»« 
tresa. 

This eyent oceuned «f oene? than she expect* 
ed or desired ; her worthy parent having on-> 
fortunately caught cold returning from the 
House of Commons^ which endod in his deaths 
and m doe time, the marriage oi Miss Cran-i 
bourne with the young Baron was celebrated. 

With f<^w ei(C0ptiQns, the Baroness was 
now perhaps one of the happiest peraons in 
the world, and had no other drawback to her 
feUeity except some oooasional fits of jear 
lousy, when her husband remained too long 
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behind the sctoes at the Opera, or when she 
herself was too ill to attend at a public break- 
fast at Buxton House, or when. some prima 
donna who had promised to sing^ at her con- 
cert, chose to be indisposed, and sit provok- 
iogly silent in a corner. She was excessively 
fond of what she called *' bringing people to- 
gether." Nothing afforded her so much plea- 
sure as a flirtation ; as she was convinced that 
it made the individuals themselves perfectly 
happy (though not less ridiculous) during its 
existence, and afforded her no small amuse- 
ment in watching its progress, and shooting 
forth her own little satirical remarks on the 
occasion. : 

, To this lady, Alfred made up his mind to 
intrust that part of his plan which merely em- 
braced the marriage of his cousin and Emily, 
without of course divulging his motives. Not 
so, however, with Lady Catesby, whom he 
destined as. his principal agent, and to whom 
he meant to recount all his plans boldly; 
whether he acted prudently, may be judged 
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frbm the diffierenoe between the character of 
bis two frfends. Her Ladjrsh^ bad been 
mfich less scmpnloas than the Baroness in 
l^kasing heiiselfy and although withont any of 
those advantages of fortune, bad risen by a 
concatenation of circumstances^ to a place 
not less distinguished in society, though far 
different in public opinion. 

She was the daughter of a der gyman resid- 
ing on the north-western coast of England, 
and had completed, her educatimi abroad, 
where she ii&bibed that Icucity of principle, 
which, on her return to her natiTe connirj, 
exposed her to the machinations of a military 
officer, to whose arts she fall a viotiia; and 
who having neglected her^ she erentnally suc« 
eeeded in marrying his superior, who left her 
athis deatii, soon after, in the possession of 
a Tcry considerable foptmie. 

Her weeds sat Mghtiy on her brow, and at 

the age of twenty it was eVidMt that the ft- 

twe oconpied a greater portion^f^er thoughts 

tiian the past: ambition, and the de^e of 

l2 
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advancing berself in society, had taken the 
place of every softer sentiment, and she looked 
forward with confidefice to some new alliance, 
which should place her in that sphere of life 
in which she wcte desirous of moving. In 
short, her cards were so admirably played, that 
she quickly turned the head of Sir Lawrence 
('atesby; and, in the eighteenth month of her 
widowhood, once more entered into the solemn 
engagement to love, cherish, and obey, a man 
whom in fact she determined to rule, command, 
and hate, as soon as she foupd* herself esta- 
blished at the head of his household. , 

Sir Iiawrence was a man of high character, 
holding an important situation under govern- 
ment: so far Lady Ca;tesby's desires were 
gri^tified, but she soon gave evident proofs 
to her fond and. doe^ting husband, that the 
thoughts of domestic happiness were not 
ampng her calciilations, and that she married 
him foj any pujrpd/se cather than that of order- 
ing his. dinners,.or: nursing her children. Her 
aim was to shine in the highest circles of 
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fosbion, and she little cared what methods she 
adopted to obtain this object. Chance, how* 
ever^ threw into her path an ally and assistant 
whom she little expected/ and although the 
result pr6Yed the unceasing theme of discord 
at home, and in a certain degree the loss of 
reputation abroad, yet she endured the one 
with becoming resolution, and was utterly in- 
different to the other. 

A short time after her first appearance at 
the Opera, where her striking countenance, 
and above all, her novelty, attracted consider* 
able attention, she remarked a young and evi- 
dently very fashionable man observing her 
with particular earnestnes?, and not less de- 
cided symptoms of admiration: this was the 
food in which her vanity delighted, and she 
therefore made no attempt to withdraw herself 
from the fixed gaze of the stranger. Her aa- 
tisfaction was, however^ converted into alarm, 
when, in a few seconds after Sir Lawrence 
had quitted the box, the door opened; and the 
same gentleman whom she had seen inthe pit 
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presetMd himself before her. This petaeii^ 
age, who was no other thaii Alfred Milton, 
very coolly commenced addressing her, with 
his usoal look» '' It is evident from Lady 
Catesby's sarprise, that she has entirely for« 
gotten the iodiyidnal who had the pleasure of 
once seeing her in a less agreeable situation/' 

The colour forsook Lady Catesby's face as 
she recognised in the person before her^ one 
who had been intimately acquainted with all 
her former history, and she could scarcely 
articulate a single word in reply. 

'' Do not be alarmed, Madam, I beg,'' con- 
tiiraed Alfred, observing immediately that he 
was right in his conjectures, '' though some 
years have elapsed, yet have I not forgotten 
the beautiful face which I once saw under 
different circumstances; and my only object 
in thus introducing myself^ is to offer you my 
congratulations at your change of fortune, and 
to promise you, under certain conditions, the 
most profound secrecy;'' 

It would be impossible to describe Lady 



Catesby's sensations at Alfred's declaration 
of bis knowledge of her former situation : she 
was taken too much by surprise to permit her 
to deny the fact ; and she at once saw her 
reputation and hopes of advancing in society, 
at the mercy of a man whose character she 
had heard painted, not in the most fieivour* 
able light) and already she fiuicied herself cast 
down from that place in society which it had 
cost her so much time and effort to obtain. 
Agitated and almost fainting with vexatioa 
and alanui she could only answer, whilst tears 
of passion filled her eyes : — ** I am at your 
- mercy. Sir, and have no right to expect that 
you should not betray me/' 

It is unnecessary to repeat the dialogue 
which ensued ; we shall merely state that Al«- 

fired almost immediately succeeded in pacify- 

» 

ing Lady Catesby, and in allliying her fears 
lest he should diyulge the secret which threat- 
ened her with such degrading consdquenoeB. 
Ere the return of Sir Lawrence to the box, 
his wife had regained all her previous serenity, 
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and she at once introdoced Alfred to the Ba- 
ronet as an old acqaaintaoce, whom she had 
known intimately at Malta. From this period 
there arose the strictest intimacy between'her 
Ladyship and Alfred. Not only did they 
enter into a species of deiensive and ofTensive 
alliance^ but sentiments wereawakehed in her 
heart to which it bad hitherto been a stranger; 
and it was evident to Alfred that he had in- 
spired her with an attachment/ if we may be 
permitted to designate by this name the un- 
hallowed passion which now took possession 
of her breast. 

By the inflaence : and exertions of her 
new ally, joined to her own intrignes/Lady 
Catesby > gradoally succeeded in mounting 
the slippery st6ps of fashion ;' and, at the 
period we are describing, had nothing farther 
to desire, though' her jealousy of Alfred, and 
her constant fears of being betrayed by him, 
rendered her life a continued scene of anxiety, 
and gave to her manners and countenance 
an expression of vnldness and irritaticmf 
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which was attribated by the world to the 
originality of her disposition. Indeed, Alfred 
had long been tired with her importunities, 
and plainly shewed that he kept up the inti- 
macy with a view of making ase of her on 
those occasions. where he found it necessary 
to employ a confidante who was completely 
in his power, rather than from any feelings 
of regard to her. This she was aware of, 
and had often broken out into reproaches, 
which required all the influence Alfred pos- 
sessed over her to calm and allay. Being 
latterly engaged in a new intrigue, he had 
been for some time particularly inattentive 
to her, and, in fact, had for some weeks 
neglected to call ; but as he now required 
her services, he made two or three attempts 
to see her at her own house, where she had 
th^ firmness to. deny herself to him. How- 
ever, as Alfred made it a standing rule never 
to commit himself by writing letters, though 
he carefully preserved those addressed to 
himself, he determined to await the f&te cham- 
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pitre at Madame de Geigenklang^s vilh, 
which was to take place in a few days, and 
where he knew he should meet Lady Catesby, 
and he doubted not he should soon obtain 
her co-operation, either by flattery or threats ; 
which latter was a weapon be never em- 
ployed but as a last resource : for he knew 
that Caspar was not more inextricably bound 
to the Demon, than the guilty but unfortunate 
Lady Catesby to himself. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

The day of the Baroness's fite, which was 
to give Alfred the opportanity of seeing Lady 
Catesby, and which was so eagerly expected 
by those who were bidden, and 90 galling 
to those who were not invited, at length 
arrived : Hyde-park; St« James's-street, and 
the windows of the -Clubs, were as forlorn 
and deserted as if it had been the month of 
September; a few beaux were alonp to be 
seen skulking along, as if ashamed of their 
loneliness. The road leading to the, goal of 
pleasure was in the mean time crowded with 
gay and splendid equipages, hurrying with 
all the racpidity of life and death towards the 
spot; their respective owners having put 
forth all the force of their stables, and all 
the splendour and neatness of their house- 
holds. Here might be seen the semi-modem 
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ducal coach, solemnly rolling after its train 
of six ponderous black Normans> their tails 
carefully gathered up^ and confined by a pro- 
fusion of massy bw^Ueg ai¥l well-polished 
straps^ and their flanks fuming under the 
weight of their trapfNings; the box at the 
same time appearing to groan under the 
pressure of the huge and impovtant body 
coachman^ his vast circumference app^ 
rently bursting through the bonds of purple 
or silver lace by which it was confined^ and 
his round and rubicund *visage glowing in aU 
the rosy demonstrations of unlimited October, 
from beneath a quaint three-eomered hat, 
and a triple battery of curls ; his respectable 
deputy on the leader, ebbing and flowing in 
his saddle with the gravity of a senator, now 
and then mechanically casting his ejres back 
at the throne of his patron, his head decked 
with a gold-fringed velvet cap and his body 
enveloped in a coatee, having more the 
appearance of an ancient tabard than the 
light and airy jacket of a modem postilion ; 



wfaUat an escort of tiice& oatviden^ sot less 
FevArkable tor the) ififroopectiYe! fonnaJity ef 
tkeir eosiuoM a»l the fonnftdable maod of thenr 
helst^Sy, rose aoid sank oa thwr borsea m 
ftoak, with tbe regnkirity of the ptstons of a 
steam-engine. Next mi^ht be observed tbe 
neat and fiiskionable britcka of 8«Mne wealthy 
banket's lady, '* follofwiag" wi^ socfa light- 
ness and ease as scarcely ta leqaire the 
exertion of the font tiMnrongh-hred grays 
(appaieatly attached to it more as a raalteap 
of show than neoessityX whose neat and 
simple black harness, light and compact 
postiKons, with their well-deaned gloves and 
leathers, admirably-polisbed lN>ots, white 
hats, and striped jackets, preceded by tbe 
dapper groom, and guarded by two spruce 
footmen on the hinder dicky, shewed the 
modem taste and fortune of the owner, and 
was perhaps emblematic of the rapidity of 
the lady's elevation in the world. Farther 
on, tbe attrition imd alarm of the spectators 
were awakened by four or five young men in 
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an open caleche, who were endeavouring to 
urge their conductors^ by dint of extra pay- 
ment> to take as much as possible out of four 
of Mr. Newman's posters, paying back with 
the hurry and importance of cabinet mes- 
sengers^ and urging their blue or yellow 
jacketed drivers to risk their own necks and 
the limbs of the passing passengers, by the 
unnecessary and cruel rapidity of their speed. 
Then might be seen the simple but exqui- 
sitely-built chariot of some Peer, .who, with 
aflfected contempt and indiffereDce for sdl the 
pomp of heraldic bearings, exhibited ho other 
symbol of his rank than a small and* almost 
imperceptible coronet on the dark-green 
pannel ; whilst a pair of high-stepping ro^ns, 
driven by a coachman in a plain dark-gray 
frock, unadorned hat, and attended by a foot- 
man not less unassuming in his attire, gave 
sufficient proof that this simplicity had cost 
the noble inmate more intense stiidy and cal- 
culation, and that there was no less vanity in 
the getting up of this laboured simplicity. 
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than there Would have been in the display 
of splendour more in unison with his raiik 
and, fortune. Intermixed amidst a string of 
cabriolets^ post-chaises^ and vehicles of vari- 
ous descriptions^ one might easily distinguish 
the equipage of some second-rate foreign 
minister, by the large, coloured cockades, 
the glazed hats, and the mixture of filth and 
finery of the servants— not to forget the 
countless display of crosses, crests, mottoes, 
and quarterings emblazoned on the pannels 
of an ill-built chariot, the raw-boned jobs 
disguised in dull harness, together with that 
complete want of neatness and ensemble 
which is jso' perfectly characteristic of a 
foreign " turn out." In short, the road to 

- — . and thence to the Baroness's villa, 

was one continued cavalcade of animated 
splendour ; and ere the guests had arrived at 
Beau Regard, and had been welcomed by 
. the respectable Townshend, they had already 
enjoyed to repletion all the prefatory dust, 
hair-breadth escapes, scratched pannels, and 
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taAuifaHen, which aie Uie ogiial SnmwmmB 
o( these eBtertainmeiits. 

Every accessory nvhieh taete could deviae^or 

meaUh procure was put into rrequisitioD by 

(the Baron andhis Lady to render thisfdte'mie 

of the most distii^foisbedof its hind j nothtng 

was omitted which could affi>rd 'amusement 

or gratification ^either to theseyes or .palates 

of the guests ; whilst Nature^ who so etfteu 

ovinces her caprice and ill->hnmour on such 

•occasions^ was kind enough to withhold her 

wonted accompaniment of train. The wa:1ks 

and .greenswards presented no > danger fortbe 

'thinnest ^oe or most -delicate constitation; 

and the hair of :the fiEur guests continned 

as '^crisp" and compact on itheirhrowstas 

though they had thatmoment heen liberated 

ifirom'the bandsof iPhusiror Tiuefit Smiling 

tfiaces and:a cloudless d^y, laughing teyes and 

^bright sun^beams^ migbt Ibe seen in dlLdiiet- 

'tions, and it appeared as if evezy^individual 

of'the party bad ^diaken off their sorrows and 

tolmgri&srforttottay. CorniBtHsand CaUuilic 
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QaestioiiB seemed to be forgottea by the 
senator; Ibe ^ffest *aiid most mysteriow 
'diplomatists anb^skt tbeir br^ws^ and ceased 
to ocoujpiy tbemsdhres with 4he thoaght of 
Cajrbooarls and Constitutionals. Bankers 
jbepttbeir hands out of their ^pockets, and even 
the great Golden Bull of the city appeared 
.pleased at exchanging for a few hours the 
sight 'of the black and mammon-like visages 
of his Israelite brethren, :fbr that of the lovely 
coltotenances of the Christian damsels who 
were smiling around. The situation of Beau 
Regard, and the fine views whick it com- 
manded over the distant country, were well 
worthy of its ncime/and augmented in no small 
degree the beauty of the scene in the eyes of 
those who could spare a few moments from 
the serious operations of flirting and ^eating, 
to admire the prospect. 

' Hie mansion was built about midway on 
thCrgentle declivity of a range ofhills^ which, 
sinkmg gradually to the right and left, foimed 
a species of sylvan- amjihitheatre round aipc^r- 
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tion of the park and gronuds, and then lost 
themselves in the neighbouring vales. It was 
completely skreened from the eastern and 
northern winds by massive clamps of forest 
trees, or belts of thriving plantations, which 
fringed the ridges of the eminences above, or 
feathered the gullies or undulations which 
intersected their flanks. A large sheet of 
water, so well contrived and disposed as to 
represent a natural river, flowed at the farther 
extremity of the park, where several heafl of 
cattle, half-immersed in the stream, were seek- 
ing coolness and refreshment from the heat of 
the day ; whilst a herd of deer were reposing 
amidst the fern which clothed its banks, toss- 
ing their antlers arid agitating their ears to 
protect them from the flies. The beautiful 
and admirably distributed flower-gardens and 
pleasure-grounds, which extended in an easy 
slope to a considerable distance on either 
side the house, were laid out with the most 
perfect taste and science, and were divided 
from ihe park by a light invisible fence. Every 
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species of indigenous or exotic plant v^hich 
could attract the eye by the brilliancy of its 
colours^ or delight the sense by the fragrance 
of its perfumes, were classed in distinct 
masses, or blended together so as to give re- 
lief and variety to each other. Here baskets 
formed of light bark, and suspended by sylvan 
chains made from the fruit of the pine-tree, 
were filled by several kinds of the most rare 
and costly geraniums; whilst wreaths of con- 
volvuli, cobaeas, and other parasitical plants, 
twisted their light fibres round their fragile 
supporters, and gave them the appearance of 
gairlands woven by some fairy hand. Par- 
terres of the most graceful and informal shape 
intersected the lawns, and were interspersed 
with , marble pedestals supporting classic 
vases filled with daturas, oleanders, or orange 
trees in full bloom. On one side, beds of 
many-coloured larkspurs, varying as the tints 
of the rainbow, or masses of heliotropes, and 
carnations, were confined by a net work of 
iron ; around which the variegated ivy, creep- 

VOL, I. M 
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ing jasmine^ or eglantine, interwove tbeir 
slender stems ; whilst the passion-flower and 
papyrus, twisting themselves round the archr 
ing handles, flnng their light blossoms ^around 
at the merpy of the breeze. On the other 
hand, baskets of odoriferous tube-roses shot 
their white and scented blossoms from amidst 
a mass of dazzling cardinalis, whose brilliant 
crimson flowers concealed the long and barren 
stems of the tender exotic. Shaded by the 
pendant branches of the tulip-tree, a statue 
of Diana caught the spectator's eye, as she 
stood half concealed amidst a mimic grove of 
the most costly camelias. Upon an elevated 
bed, planted with the most rare and brilliant 
roses, enclosed by a trellis work of osier, and 
raised above the surrounding flowers, the 
God of Love, with quiver full of arrows and 
bow already bent, stood prepared to launch 
his weapons from amidst the blossoms. 

In the centre of the parterres flowed a cool 
and bubbling fountain, whose oval basin was 
eompo^d of spars, crystals, and fragments 
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of various minerals, doflied with flowering 
lichens and other alpii^ plants^ which bad 
tpiken root between the interstices; whilst its 
Waters were half concealed by the broad and 
glossy leaves of a tribe of nymphea, whose 
snow-white blossoms, or yellow bods, were 
now and then agitated by the gold and silver 
fish which frisked beneath their shade. Be- 
neath the sweeping branches of an immense 
cedar^ the band of one of the regiments of 
guards excited the admiration of th^ guests 
by the brilliaDcy and execution with which 
they performed several morsels of martial 
music. Farther^ within a fantastic pavilion, 
a troop of musicians, in the habits of Italian 
virtuosi, called forth shouts of applause^ as 
they accompanied some pieces of music ar- 
ranged for the occasion^ with the sounds of 
penny trumpets, rattles, bird whistles, and 
cuckoo calls, which produced a degree of har- 
mony, comic it is true, but inconceivable to 
those who have not witnessed the effect. Coli- 
net and his minstrels, stationed in a mslio 
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ball-room^ attracted those who felt inclined 
to exercise themselves in the dance, if they 
did not prefer to remain spectators of a. ballet 
performed by the principal artists of the 
Opera, in a sylvan theatre erected for thepuiv 
pose, or to listen to a concert in the maDsion, 
where the most distinguished foreign vocalists 
wete potting forth all the vigour of their 
science. Beneath a temple dedicated to Po- 
mona, stood* Mr. Gunter (worthy representa- 
tive of the good old man who so often in our 
youth rewarded our incipient caperswith re- 
freshments from his own hand), superintend- 
ing a group of attendants in the costume of 
Valencian gardeners, who either offered bou- 
quets of fragrant flowers to the sentimental, 
or more substantial viands to the epicure, 
from a buffet which was loaded vnth a pro- 
fusion of the most delicious and rare fruits. 
Under the shade of a cool grotto, dressed as 
a Russian Moujek, stood the ingeniotis Mr. 
Jarrin, holding forth the temptations of ices, 
cool sherberts, and all the other treasures of 
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his art; whilst the Baron's tnaltre d'h&tel, as 
a Vintner from Epemay^ was firing a con- 
tinued feu de joie from an inexhaustible 
battery of champaigne in a mimic cabaret. 
Deeper in the woods^ a small band of wind 
instruments appealed in vain to the attention 
of the many, though it was from this spot that 
the view was most beautiful. Hence the eye 
wandered over a hundred rich and fertile val- 
leys, teeming with towns, villages, and spires, 
until it rested on the Surry and Hampshire 
hills, whose dark blue flanks and chalky sum* 
mits alternately gloomed in the shade of' the 
fleeting clouds, or glittered for a while ere 
they melted into flakes of gold and purple, as 
they mingled with the bright and gorgeous 
beams of the sdn, which appeared resting on 
their summits. In the intervening space, 
thousands of villas churches, and rural habi- 
tations, reared themselves like sparkling opals 
from amidst the trees, shining and glistening 
like plates of burnished metal, as the rays of 
the evening illumined their casements. 
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A singular contrast to this gay prospect 
was formed by the black and clond-capped 
aspect of the vast city, which stretched, its 
ancieM> huge> and endless masses of dark 
masonry over an extent of country which the 
eye covld scarcely embrace ; whilst the ca- 
pola of the metropolitan church on one side, 
and tbe towers of the abbey, on the other, 
peeping from abp^ve the mist, appeared like 
a^iae huge giant reposing amidsl a chaos^ of 
rocks, and of whom the head and feet alone 
were visible. A long and. tortuous wreath of 
light vapour, taking its rise far inland, marked 
the mazy course of the Thames, as it twined 
and rolled itself around the Berkshire and 
Oxford hills, or watered the plains in the vici- 
nity of the city, wher^ for a while it blended 
itself with its dark mists, and then appeared 
to the southward, converted into a broad 
expanse of water, crowded with myriads of 
masts, or whitened with the sails of numerous 
nations, wafting the produce and wealth of 
the world into the ^ery heart of the capital* 
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Bat we must return to Alfred^ who had been 
long waiting for an opportunity of conversing 
with Lady Catesby, and who, to the annoy- 
ance of .the former, for the first time in her 
life, appeared to be attacked with a sudden fit 
of conjugal tenderness^ and scarcely quitted 
her husband's side for ten minutes during the 
afternoon. Alfred plainly saw that this access 
of attachment for Sir Lawrence was not likely 
to be of long continuance^ and he smiled as 
he saw her Ladyship tormenting herself with 
listening to what she always considered the 
prosy observations of the Baronet, whilst she 
wottld have given the world to have beei^ 
waltzing or flirting. *' This does not last an 
hour longer/' said Alfred to himself, ^' or we 
shall have her fainting, with restrained pas* 
sioa. I see she is fighting and working her-r 
self intc^astorm; but lime does not bold a 
bird mote' firmly than I hold you, my Lady." 
He had remarked that Lady Catesby not only 
avoided him^ but that she had received with 
coolness and ill-humour the few words he had 
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addressed to ber during the morning: this, 
on any other occdsion^ would have been a 
sufficient pretext for his getting rid at once 
of any woman whom he was tired of, but she 
was necessary to his plans at present, and he 
therefore resblved to dissemble. 

At length the moment he had foretold ar- 
rived, and he saw her hastening alone to join 
a party, who were proceeding to walk round 
the grounds. Crossing the gardens, he con- 
trived to head her, as a sportsman would say, 
in such a manner as to prevent her escape ; 
and as soon as he was at her side, he imme- 
diately held out his hand, which she, however, 
declined ; then, in the softest and most feel- 
ing tone, he exclaimed, '^ What ! does Laura, 
I beg her pardon. Lady Catesby, refuse me 
even this slight mark df friendship?" H^r 
Ladyship had watched the expression of Al- 
fred's countenance, when he uttered these few 
words ; but she could gather nothing from a 
face which never betrayed hi»real sentiments, 
and which he could, with consummate skiU, 
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adapt to the purpose of tbt tnomeBt. '' Have 
I deserved this V* continued Alfred ; " no, 
rather say at onoe jon are tired of me ; it 
would be more liOBoorable to you; more kind 
to me. Lady Catesby, to cfmfess that you are 
importuned by my attentions; — but speak, 
for God's sake ! I cannot bear this eold, this 
cmel suspense*'" 

After gazing earnestly at his face for some « 
seconds. Lady Oatesby answered : '' Mr. Mil- 
ton's conscience must sufficiently inform him 
that his conduct has deserved nO warmer re- 
ceptioii« There was a time when his manner 
was far otherwise ; when, although he pos^ 
sessed a secret important to me as my life^ 
yet he did not then treat me with insult and 
contempt, norgotad me with the degrading reM 
ccdlection of my being at his mercy.*' 

" Dearest Laura;" replied Alfred, *' your 
accusations are most'uujust; you are dearer, 
more necessary to me than ever. I own I have 
been in fault, but I was hurt and piqued at 
your apparent estrangement, and the prefer^ 
m2 
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ence you seemed to accord to Lord Taunton. 
Therefore, I confess 1 did boudi a little, 
being, as you know, too proud to make the 
first overtures, and I have therefore sighed 
' and suffered in silence." 

"Say, rather, that you have been sighing 
for Miss Manby,'' retorted her Ladyship; 
" say that you were only waiting for a pretext 
« to cast me otf, and that you have found an- 
other, who, if she falls into your snares, will, 
in her turn, be forsaken and degraded like 
myself. . But speak. Sir ; for once be candid; 
when is it your intention to expose me ? How 
long is it your good pleasure that I may con- 
tinue to shew myself in the world V 

Alfred plainly saw that jealousy was the 
principal cause of Lady Catesby's anger, and 
he flattered himself, -with a little exertion on 
his part, he should soon re-establish himself 
in her affection ; he therefore gently took her 
hand, pressed it to his breast; and exclaimed, 
in a voice of assumed emotion, "Oh, Laura, 
you little know the misery you cause me by 
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yoar cruel suspicions.; have I not given you 
every proof of my devotion and aftachment ? 
How can yoa suppose for an instant that I 
could be capable of any act which could dis- 
turb your happiness?*' 

" Deceiver, arch deceiver !" exclaimed 
Lady Catesby, still leaving her hand in his. 

Alfred saw his advantage, and continued : 
'* Whilst yon, Laura, have been fostering 
these wicked, cruel suspicions, my only de- 
sire has been to consult you on a subject oif 
the deepest int^est to us both." 

*' Interest !" rejoined Lady Catesby ; " what 
interest can there be in common between us 
for the future? you cannot deceive me.*' 

'' Be patient, for God's isake !'* rejoined the 
other, " and you will find that it is a matter 
of the most urgent importance to us both." 

*^ It must, indeed, be a most desperate case, 
which .can induce Mr. Milton to condescend 
to consult the opinion of a person whom he 
has thought proper to treat with even more 
than the wonted . insolence and ingratitude 
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with which he is accustomed to repay^every 
favour,, every kindnesa he may haveraceived, 
let IJ2je Stajprifice^ made for him be what they 
will/' 

'' Ingratitude ! Laura; what can.be your 
meaiiiiig?". exclaimed Alfred^ with a. forced 
sigh of ten^ernessj whilst he was curising her 
in l^ia heart; ^Ms it tbii$i you receive. me> 
wh^ my object is to draw the bonds -which 
unite 110 still more closely ; when I am about 
to ask your advice and assistance ? For.where 
can I apply for counsel more appropriately 
thap to Lady Catesby, when skill, prudence, 
and female charms are required V 

''What new scheme of wickedness has 
your fertile genius invented ?" said Lady Ca- 
tesby« withdrawing her hand : ^* who now is 
to be seduced,— who is to be ruined ? What 
friend's wife or daughter is to be sacrificed? 
Whose hprse is to be dosed 1 whose jockey 
to be bribed?" • 

"Have. I deserved this language? cam 
these reproaches flow from your mouthy Laura, 
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with any degree of jastice?'* replied Alfred: 
^' what» in Heaven ! can- have produced this 
sadden gust of passion^ or rather what 
demon?" 

"Demon !" rejoined the lady, with a look 
of bitterness, whilst a tear glistened in her 
eye ; " that demon is yourself, Sir. Is it not 
enough that I was already sufficiently lost in 
my oW)i estimation ? Was not I sinful enough 
already, but yon must add to my abasement? 
Is it not enough that I should fattve placed 
myself in your power, that I should have sa* 
crificed the honour of my husband to pur^ 
chase your secrecy ? And yet^ forsooth, lie 
not! you come to insult my misery and in«» 
crease my shame, by desiring me to parti- 
cipate in some new crime which you are 
planning." 

Lady Catesby had uttered this speedi in a 
manner which plainly convinced Alfred that 
jealousy and wounded vanity had more to do 
with her displeasure than repentance or re* 
mofse : he ther^ore replied in the same affect- 
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ed voice : ^' Indeed^ dearest Laura, I am at 
a loss to imagine to what you allude ; what 
hateful tale-bearer has poisoned your mind 
against me^ and filled your brain with. fanta- 
sies, which/ could I love you more^ or was I 
less hurt, I should either laugh at or resent ; 
but were your suspicions as true as they are 
unfounded, even then I should not have me* 
rited thQse harsh and cruel remarks/' ' 

",What is there you do not merit?*' re- 
torted Lady Catesby, who became every mo- 
ment more irritated. '^ Do not pretend to 
trifle with my feelings any longer. I am well 
informed of your love, or rather your passion, 
for Miss Manby ; for to call it love where 
you are concerned, would be a mockery of 
the word. What, Sir, even this unfortunate 
orphan cannot escape you?" added her Lady- 
ship, whose manner betrayed the most violent 
agitation ; '^1)ut she shall. Sir ; I will protect 
her — I will warn her against your treachery 
— I will unravel your plans, and, sooner than 
you should succeed, I will sacrifice myself. 
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and bid her take warning from my example. 

She shall learn to hate you as yon deserve ; 

you shall become as odious and abhorrent to 

her, as the veiled prophet to the trembling 

Zeleika." 
Alfred, who was little prepared for this 

violent resistance on the part of Lady Ca- 
tesby, though she had often before broken 
out into fits of passion, had considerable dif* 
ficulty to restrain his own rising anger ; but it 
was urgent for him that Emily Manby should 
be persuaded to take the step he wished her 
to adopt, and as he knew that she had a great 
regard for Lady Catesby, of whose character 
and history the former was ignorant, he deter- 
mined to yield to her Ladyship's violence, 
and still endeavoured to soften and tune her 
to his purpose. 

'' Indeed, Laura, you do yourself and me 
the greatest injustice : if love has ever been 
profaned by me, if I have proved faithless 
and unkind to others, you, at least, ought not 
to taunt m% with my want of constancy. 



*♦ 
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Who is it, beaatifal Lanra, who has rendered* 
all her sex indifferent to me ; who is it who 
has enthralled my hearty and for whom have 
I earned the reputation of being inconstant 
and volatile ? Whose charms have blinded 
me to the perfections of aU other women ; for 
whom have I renoonced the splendid mar* 
riages which it was in my power to contraet ; 
and for whom have I formed and entered 
into a plot^ which, if it saoceed, will prove to 
yott^ dearest Laura» that' for your sake I am 
ready to. saerifice every tie in life, and that I 
have no object in wishing to acquire a large 
fortune, but that I may participate my hap* 
piness with you ?" 

'^Avaunt, tempter!" cried her Ladyship, 
though evidently much softened by the for* 
vour and apparent sincerity which Alfred 
threwinto his words and manner — " avaunt ! 
there is poison in every syllable which es- 
capes your lips<-H}eath lurks in your speech; 
Woe, woe to the woman who confides in you !" 

" Lauras, my dear Laura/' rejoined Alfred, 
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already aware of the advantage he was gain- 
ing ; *^ calm these angry transports, and do 
not reject my confidence." 

" ConiSdence !" retorted her Ladyship ; 
" every word you utter is fraught with false- 
hood. What ! are you not content with the 
degree of abasement into yrhich you have 
cast me, but you must now add to the up- 
braidings of my conscience^ by making me 
thedepository of your infamous schemes upon 
another — for infamous they must be, when- 
ever a woman is the object of your views ?" 

Alfred was now beginning to get extremely 
tired of this scene, and would willingly have 
thrown her Ladyship over the steep bank 
where they were standing ; but he determined 
to make one other eflfort, ere he resorted to 
his usual reserve of menaces, which on more 
than one occasion he had been obliged to 
bring into action. '' Laura," said he, ^^ this 
conduct is too cruel ; I plainly perceive it is 
your object to quarrel with me — ^be it so; 
the day will come when you will learn to 



258 almagk's revisited. 

appreciate the value of the heart you have 
rejected. It is unnecessary^ it would W 
useless^ for me, under your present state of 
mind, to attempt to enter into the subject for 
which I anxiously sought an interview. AU 
I shall therefore say is, I hate and despise 
Miss Manby^ — but now farewell ! we never 
speak again. May he, for whom yoa thus 
abandon and reject me, never give you cause 
to regret your injustice and maltreataimit of 
the unhappy Alfred — " and then, squeezing a 
few teiurs' infla his eye, he pressed her bandi 
and exclaimed ^^6od bless you!" and pre* 
tended to tuinr ftotut het* 

Lady Catesby, ifi^M^ was visibly affected by 
this last effort, ran towards him^, placed her 
hand upon his arm, and looking eame&dy in 
his face, said : '^ Dq you indeed hate Mis» 
Manby ? Are you really sincere.?' are you im^ 
deceiving me ? Is it. not true; that you wisfa 
to make use of me as a tool, to forward yemt 
views upon her ? Have you no intention to 
marry her, oi^—^'' 
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^' Marry !" retorted Alfred, interrupting her 
with a laugh; " marry ! I— I, Alfred Milton, 
marry a sentimental girl, and pass the rest of 
my days, ' it filer h parfidt amour j in a cot- 
tage ! I renouinee my liberty and my love for 
Lady Gatesby for aa unknown orphan for the 
sake of a few paltry thousands ! How little 
you know me! how completely you undervalue 
yaur own' empire over jne ! No — no, Laura; 
the licm does not stoop to the mole. Mar- 
ried, it is true, she mrtst be> but not to me.'' 
^ "What!" rejoined Lady Catesby, whose 
jealousy again toeik fire ; ^^ married ! that you 
may with less inconvenience add her to thi9 
list of those unhappy creatures who have nckr 
thing left bnt to hate the day that first threw 
them in your way. I. was convivi^ed there 
must be some scheme of this kind passing" in 
your mind.'' 

"A moment's patienee," replied Alfred, 
'^and you wfll find you are mistaken and 
miaiBforaied ; and bewace lest I punish yom 
infoi*mant; beware lest I revenge this eeo^ 
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duct on your new admirer. Lord Taunton^ 
for to him alone I am indebted for this treat- 
ment/' 

" You may kill the coxcomb on the spot," 
answered the lady, '' but his death would not 
alter my opinions ; he has told me nothing 
that I did not know before/' 

'^ I shall take an opportunity/' rejoined 
Alfred, " of calling your noble lover to ac- 
count, for thus daring to occupy himself with 
me. Could not the coxcomb content himself 
with his own rapid success with you, Laura 
— ^you were wont to have better taste— with- 
out meddling in my affairs? But listen a 
moment, and I will explain my meaning. 
Miss Manby must be married! nay, start 
not, and that speedily, to my cousin.Herbert." 
/ '* What !'* exclaimed Lady Catelsby, ** must 
your own family, must your friend, the son 
of the man from whom I know you have 
received benefits, the .cousin to whom you 
are so deeply indebted, — ^must he be selected 
from all London to bear the disgrace which 
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you ifiteDd to heap upon bim ? This is indeed 
carrying ycmr ingratitude and wickedness too 
far. I will haye none of your confidence. 
Sir ; I must indeed be lost and degraded, that 
you can thus dare to make me the depository 
of such horrible projects." 

''If you imagine, Laura,^ rejoined he, 
'' that I have a grain of passion, since you 
will not allow that I am capable of loving ; 
if you suppose that I entertain a thought of 
Miss Manby, ia any other light than as a 
stepping-stone to fortune, you do me wrong, 
and vilely underrate 'my talents." 

*' Then what can b^ your object ? how can 
Miss Manby, unless you marry her yourself, 
be in any way instrumental to the advance- 
ment of your fortune ?" 

*' Ay, there hangs the mystery/' answered 
Alfred: ''but you will see, Laura, that I 
have more confidence in your discretion, than 
you have in my morals or genius. Listen : 
I know Miss Manby loves, has long been 
attached to my cousin. I have drawn her 
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hj degrees to betray the secret^ and I am 
equally aware that Herbert .is n<>t leas io love 
with her. I have indeed the^ certainty of the 
fact, from his letters^ which have all been 
placed in my possession^ through the agency 
of Perez." 

^* Perez!" exclaimed Lady Catesby'; " what! 
your old valet." 

''The same," replied Alfred. *' Well, it is 
my ardent desire to see them united, they 
lore each other, and she is oomparatively 
rich. In forwarding my own views, I insure 
their happiness, I have there a double motive ; 
regard for my cousin and my own interest. 
Besides," added he, ''I wish to prove Io 
yon, Laura, that I am not the wicked, cold- 
hearted being which my enemies would per- 
suade you is my nature, — ^no, marry they 
must, and then, in completing their felicity, 
my triumph over, my calumniators will be 
complete. But, to effect this, there are many 
obstacles to be overcome. Sir Herbert's 
opposition, and Miss M anby's disinclination 
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to marry Herbert without the consent of his 
father, not to mention my cousin's absurd 
prejudices about parental duty, obedience, 
and all the other goodly sentiments with 
which he will oppose my plans. But seri- 
ously, I have his happiness alone in view/' 

''You most consummate hypocrite !" re^ 
joined Lady Catesby ; *' never did a spark of 
generosity or kindness enter your brain ; or 
if.it. did, you were not then in your senses. 
But no more of this fooling ; if you wish me 
to listen a moment longer, throw oflf the mask 
at once, declare your intentions without re- 
serve, or leave me — ^leave me, for ever !" 

" Well, then, to be plain," answered Alfired, 
'' Herbert, you know, is an only son. He 
stands alone between me and his father's for- 
tune, though, I flatter myself, I possess a 
larger share of the old Indian's favour." 

'^Plain^ indeed!" exclaimed Lady Cates- 
by, with a sincere look of alarm. '^Good 
God ! Sir, you make me tremble at my own 
thoughts. Perez !" added her Ladyship, me- 
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ditating a moment, — ^^' Perez was your ser- 
vant, be was discharged by your cousin, be 
received money from you as tbe price of bis 
treacbery, and tbe accounts of bis being at- 
tacked and nearly assassinated by tbis very 
man at Lisbon were received last nigbt by 
Mr. Sidney and Lady Milton/' 

'^ I am as well aware of tbat as you are/' 
returned Alfred coolly ; ** I bave beard from 
bim myself; but, indeed," continued be with 
a smile of contempt, ^' your Ladyship is car- 
rying your joke a little too far, to suppose me 
capable of getting up such a melodrame. No, 
madam, there is no neceissity for my recurring 
to tbe bare bodkin, though in the event of 
Herbert's death, or of his dying without chil- 
dren, I should, it is true, inherit bis fortune." 

'^Well, then," exclaimed Lady Catesby, 
who endeavoured to restrain her alarm, as 
she felt convinced Alfred was in some mea- 
sure connected with the attack on Herbert, 
of which she had beard the details from Sid- 
ney, — " what can be your object in wishing 
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y onr cousin to marry^ and by this means most 
probably cut yourself off from all chance of 
the inheritance you covet ?" 

'^ Nothing can be more simple or more 
certain/' replied the other. ''In the first 
place, I know beyond all doubt that my uncle 
will disinherit his son, the instant he marries 
Miss Manby; in the next place, I am ac- 
quainted with the names of her parents^ which 
secret is a sufficient guarantee to me^ that 
Sir Herbert never would fprgive his son, and 
that I infallibly step into his shoes." 

** Good God !" exclaimed Lady Catesby, 
'' had I not reason to say you were a demon ? 
By what black art have you discovered a 
circumstance which baffled all the researches 
of the Manby's for years? Are you the Wan- 
dering Jew, or Asmodeus?" 

^' It matters not how I became possessed 
of this secret^'' answered he ; '^ suffice it to 
say, that the knowledge of this circumstance, 
though it has cost me dear, will amply repay 
me in the end ; it shall be of more value in 

VOL. I. N 



266 almagk's revisited. 

my hands than the mystery of the philoso- 
pher's^ stone itself." 

'^ Beware," cri^d Lady Catesby, '^ most 
potent alchymist, that you do not perish by 
the exhalations from yonr own cmciblef' 

" Fear not," continiied Airred^ ^^ and do 
but lend me yolir assistam^e td persuade Miss 
Manby to accept my cousin with or without 
his father'S' consent ; my fortune will then be 
made, and your debts as well as my own 
acquitted ; and : sprely you will ndt refaiste 
your aid when you are certain to insure the 
happiness of your young frifend." 

'^ I will never, lend myiielf again to any of 
your schemes, Mr:- Mjlton," rejoined Lady 
Catesby, ^' mdess you declare mdst fully 
every previous circumstance* every probable 
result; I will not/iSir, commit myseir farther 
in any of your complots, unless my eyes are 
completely opened to the consequences; 
tbeTefore, at once reveal the secret of Emily's 
parentage, as well as the results you antici^ 
pate from your machinations." 
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'* ks far as regards Miss Manby/' replied 
Alfred^ '*I fear I must deny your wish. I 
have sworn, solemnly sworn, never to divulge 
the secret ; and you well know/' added he, 
with a significant look, ^^ I can now and then, 
keep my promises on this head ; for the rest, 
as I have before said, it is my grand object 
to induce Herbert to marry Miss Manby 
without the consent of his father, and it is 
necessary that you should use all your in- 
fluence and art to persuade her to consents 
You know, moreover, that she is independent; 
and although Sir Herbert disinherit his son, 
they will even then have a very good income/' 

' *^ Your plan/' she immediately replied, '^ is 
worthy of Machiavelli himself; it is a mast^- 
piece of craft and wickedness, and I had, in-* 
deed, undervalnfed your talent for mischief; 
but I will tell you fairly, that, unless you at 
once disclose the secret of Emily's birth, yon 
must not reckon on my co-operation/' 

'' Ask not an impossibility,'^ answered 
Alfred. ** I have not only sworn nevpr to 
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divulge what has been commanicated to me^ 
but I am bound by a heavy penalty — the 
success of my schemes also depends on the 
concealment of this circumstance — and. you, 
at leasts should be the last person in the world 
who should feel displeased at my proving that 
there are secrets which I can withhold from 
my dearest, most confidential friends." 

" So, Sir," retorted Lady Catesby, *' you 
wish to draw me into a participation of your 
crimes ; you think you may safely make use 
of me as a blind and wilKng instrument to ad- 
vance your fortunes, and yet you withhold 
from me the most important information, and 
merely, affect to honour me with half confi- 
dences. But you have taught me lessons of 
caution, Mr. Milton, and I shall therefore 
adopt your own maxim, of never playing a 
card without calculating those in your ad- 
versaries' hand." 

'^ Laura," rejoined Alfred, ** this is too ab- 
surd ; you are really drawing too largely on 
my patience — it cannot be — therefore privy 
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carry on this fairce no longer^ You well know 
that it is for the interest of both of us'^that we 
should continue friends^ and your assistance 
at present is the price of my future friendships" 

^* And the price of my assistance," retorted 
Lady Catesby, 'Ms your entire confidence! 
You know my terms.'* 

"Beware," rejoined Alfred^ "that you do 
kiot exhaust my good nature !" 

** Beware, Sir," replied the lady, ''that I 
do not divulge your infamous connexion with 
Perez; — take care that I do not communicate 
the whole tissue of your villany to your cousin 
«nd Lady Milton !" 

" Your Ladyship is at liberty to make W&at 
use you please of the knowledge you have ob- 
tained of my afiairs*: you may, if you judge it 
prudent, repay my honourable sitence, by your 
treacherous gossip:" and then casting at her 
a look of mixed disdain and fury, he added, 
" but beware, woman, how you trifle with the 
sleeping tiger ! a word from your lips, a hint^ 
a look which may disclose my plans, nay 
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more, your refusal to assist them to the ut-* 
most of your power^ and I forthwith publish 
your letters in every journal in England ; I 
make known your intrigues, and your former 
conduct; and we will then sei^ whether the 
raving3 of your virtuous Ladyship will have 
greater effect with my cousin and the world, 
than my simple proofs. But I waste my time 
in talking to a wonian, whom I had spared 
' hith^rto^ because I despised her* Yon have 
been, and are useful to me stiU^ madam; im- 
prove this ability, or dread the consequences. 
But « enough; I once more caution you to be- 
ware> or I shake you off, and cast you into the 
mire from whence you sprang!" 

''Monster of insolence and in^atitader' 
screamed the now almost raving lady Catesby ; 
*' I defy your malice! I scorn your treachery !" 
. " As you please, madam^" rejoined Alfred, 
calmly and scornfully tapping her arn^ widi 
\A% cane: " in the mean time, look narrowly 
to yourself; you are in my power, find yon 
shall feel it. Ton are my victim> and you 
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aball not escape me.*' Then, with a short 
aardonio laugh^he turned upon fds heel, dart- 
ed through the trees, and, arriving at the house 
by a circuitous path, entered into, immediate 
ooaversatioD with one of the groups^ with an 
air of reserve and timidity, as if he were the 
most shy and awkward person in the universe. 
: To depict the various emotions of Lad; 
Catesby's mind after this scene, would be im- 
possible : shame> fear, hatred, and jealousy, 
racked her. bospm ; the violence of her pas- 
sion was too much for her frame, and she sunk 
fainting in one of the garden chairs, nor was 
it for some minutes that she was enabled to 
totter towards the house, where she immedi- 
ately retired to the Baroness's dressing-room, 
and, desiring her carriage to be ordered, sent 
for Sir Lawrence, aad then making her exr 
cnses to her hostess, was in the course of a 
short time on her road home. 
;• It would be impossible to present a better 
moral lesson, or a more forcible warning to 
all those who are on the eve of plunging them- 
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selves into similar immoralities, and disregard 
of every principle of virtue, than tliftit offered 
by the wretched Lady Gatesby . Who is there 
that would not pause ere they sacrificed them« 
selves for ever, ere they cast themselves into 
that awful gulf from which years of repent- 
ance cannot redeem their consciences, even if 
the world shall have forgotten their errors? 
Who is there who would not shudder at the 
consequences of guilt, could they but feel for 
a moment the dreadful agonies which tore the 
heart of the miserable Laura, rendered still 
more acute by the gentleness and affectionate 
manner of her injured husband ? 

Sir Lawrence wais aware that his wife was 
giddy, unthinking, and vain of her personal 
charms, but he reposed the utmost confidence 
and reliance on her virtue. He saw she was> 
fond of admiration; but he trusted that time, 
and a little experience, would contribute to 
correct these faults, which he attributed to th^ 
flatteries of the world, rather than to any pro- 
pensity to evil. He had, it is true, ventured 
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to remonstrate with her upon the eternal thirst 
she exhibited for *' going oat/' but this was 
done from the fear of her health being injured 
by the constant round of dissipation in which 
her days were passed : he had moreover most 
earnestly entreated her to check the continued 
attentions of Mr. Alfred Milton> whom he 
justly represented as a young man of the most 
dangerous character; but his remonstrance 
did not arise from any mistrueft in her^ but 
from his dread, lest her reputation should 
suffer in the opinion of the world, which he 
well knew is not wont to be over lenient in its 
judgments on similar occasions. Far, how<^ 
ever, from being desirous to control Lady 
Catesby in the moderate and rational enjoy- 
ment of amusements becoming her rank and 
station, Sir Lawrence was even pleased and 
flattered at her success in society, which sue* 
cess he attributed entirely to her own merits 
and charms. Although his own occupations, 
and the fatigues of his duties, left him little 
leisure, and stiU less inclination for late hours 
n2 
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and hot rooms, yet he was anxious that she 
should obtain a footing in the most select and 
distinguished society^ Indeed, in this matter 
he evinced a degree of eagerness almost incon- 
sistent with his character and avocations. If 
a party was announced at Carlton House, or 
any «ther place proportionably select. Sir 
Lawrence was in a perfect fever until the card 
or note of invitation made its appearance ; 
and it then afforded him considerable gratifi- 
cation in arranging these fashionable pass- 
ports in a conspicuous position, on the side 
of the great mirror, over the chimney-piece. 
In the present instance he evinced the utmost 
tenderness and sympathy for Lady Catesb.y ; 
and as she had scarcely quitted his arm for 
more than half an hour previous to his being 
sent for to the Baroness's boudoir, he was the 
more pleased with her for having afforded him 
(what he mistook for) so great a proof of her 
attention to his wishes respecting Alfred. 

Iihmediately upon their arrival in Stanhope- 
street, Lady Catesby retired to her own apart- 
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ment^ told her husband she merely required 
repose; and as soon as he quitted the roOni, 
she hastily undressed herself, and then dis- 
missing her attendants, fastened the door, and 
gave way to all the bitterness of her feelings, 
which were still more acute from her having 
endeavoured to suppress her agitation during 
their drive to town. 

For some time the unhappy lady continued 
pacing up and down her chamber with a 
hurried step^ alternately bursting forth in 
torrents of convulsive tears and sobs, or 
uttering a short hysteric laugh, still more 
torturing to her bosom. The guilt of the 
past, the horror of the present, and her dread 
of the future ; the remembrance of her parent^ 
who had died heart-broken on her elopement; 
her jealousy, her still unextinguished passion 
for Alfred, her conscience-stricken fears fcnr 
her husband, all united to distract her mind 
with the most violent emotions of terror, 
shame, and remorse. The thought of Alfred's 
cruel and pitiless threats, the conviction that 



276 ALMACK'S RBYISITBD. 

she darst not attempt to free herself from the 
odious bondage in which he held her, and the 
cmel avowal be had made, not only of his 
indifference, bat of his contempt for her, drove 
her to a state of temporary freiizy. Striking 
her burning brow with her hand, the dreadful 
thought of self-murder crossed her uiaddehing 
brain, and she looked around for some imple- 
ment of dedtraction. For an instant, however, 
she paused: it was not the fear of death, it 
was not reniorse, but the feelings of a mother 
which arrested her hand. She thought of her 
two children, of her two sleeping babes, to 
whom, notwithstanding' her guilt) she was 
fondly attached ; the recollection of her own 
situation, and of the innocent creature who 
must perish with her, recalled her for a 
moment to her senses. She threw herself on 
her kniees» clasped both her trembling hands 
across her bosom, and endeavoured to utter 
a short prayer for mercy and forgiveness to 
the great Bein^, into whose dread presence 
she bad been about to rush unrepenting, and 
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loaded with guilt. For months, nay for years, 
Lady Catesby had not prayed : it was the 
first time since her marriage with Sir Law- 
rence that she had even attempted to pour 
forth a sentiment of supplication; and it 
appeared, at present, as if the demon who 
possessed her was resolved not to renounce 
his victim. In vain the unhappy woman 
essayed to repeat a prayer, — the words died 
in her utterance. Again her thoughts of the 
Deity and of her children vanished from her 
mind, and were replaced by that of Alfred 
taunting her to destruction ; the sound of his 
last words again rung in her ears. Spring- 
ing on her feet, she rushed to her dressing- 
table» seized a phial* of opium, and uttering 
aloud, " Alfred ! my death be on your head !" 
she swallowed the contents. Her head soon 
became dizzy, every object ^wam around her, 
and falling senseless on the carpet, her sor- 
rows and her guilt were buried in oblivion ! 
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CHAPTER X. 

Aftbr the scene with Lady Catesby, 
Alfred .sought the earliest opportunity of 
communicating his project to the Baroness^ 
who had, he knew, considerable influence 
over Emily, and whom he found seated in her 
botidoir. As he approached, she exclaimed, 
"Oh! there you are, Barbara Tiranno, 
Crudel Vincitor I why we have had Lady 
Catesby in fits, grandhsima scena; — there 
was the marito in an. agony with Eau de 
Cologne and aether, and the new Cavaliere, 
Lord Taunton, in tears* * O quanta lagrime 
finor' versai !' and you. Sir, where were you ? 
Oh, I am certain you have been playing the 
cruel ! or else Sir Lawrence and the prima 
donna have been quarrelling. But tell me all 
about it; — there, sit down, and do not look 
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so very good. Now for the premier coup 
(Tarchet^^ 

" Upon my word," replied Alfred, as soon 
as the Baroness gave herself time to take 
breath, '' indeed I am shocked to hear Lady 
Catesby'^has been taken ill, but I am com- 
pletely ignorant of the cause ; in fact, I have 
scarcely spoken to her twice during the whole 
day ; and instead of quarrelling with Sir Law- 
rence, she appeared to have been seized with 
a sudden fit of conjugal tenderness. She 
scarcely left his side for a moment during the 
whole d)Bty ; and, between ourselves, that was 
enough to have made any one ill." 

*' Ob, but I think him excessively agree^ 
able,*' rejoined the Baroness. 

*^ No wonder,** returned Alfred ; " he is not 
yonr husband." 

After a few more observations, Alfred suc- 
ceeded in bringing the conversation round to 
his cousin, and then recounted all the par^ 
ticulars of Herbert's adventure, at Lisbon ; 
expressing, with every appearance of since- 
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rity and feeling, not only his horror at the 
atrocious condact of Perez, but his own 
distress at the idea of having recommended 
so great a villain to Herbert. His good- 
natnred auditress listened with great attention, 
and sympathy to the^details of this affair, and 
merely interrupted him now and then by ex- 
claiming, *' Oh, my dear Alfred, it is too 
shocking! It would have been such a pity 
if he had been killed, he sings so well ! Poor 
fellow! I am enchanted at his escape ; I shall 
now have Moretti's last composition/' And 
as soon as Alfred *had brought his recital to a 
close, she added, ** Poor dear Emily ! what a 
state she must have been in whp n she heard 
the report. Oh, there she is) I must run to 
her, and tell her all about it. Let me see, 
you said seven briganti, and he had both his 
hands tied, and then the Spanish lady trying 
to hang him from jealousy, and his great 
poodle dog biting the rope. — Oh, I must get ' 
some poodle dogs I'' 
'' I will give you mine," answered Alfred, 
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laughing at the extraordinary confiision which 
the volatile lady had made of his story. 

^* What, y oar beast Poco- Curante 1 1 would 
rather be assassinated than admit him again 
into the house, he howls so dreadfully when 
the Baron accompanies me on the bassoon ; 
-^but I am enchanted to hear that poor Her* 
bert is coming home, I was so dreadfully 
afraid about my music, and Emily — " 

'^ Emily!" exclaimed Alfred, interrupting 
her ; '' what, in the world, has Miss Manby 
to do with your music?" 

'^ Oh, my dear Sir," retorted the Baroness, 
''you confuse every thing; why, EmUy is in 
. love with Herbert to the death ; her old Du- 
enna, Mrs. Walden, told it me as a great se- 
cret; — ^by-the-bye, what a charming couple 
they would make; I wish we could briug 
them together, they would improve so much 
by practising, their voices harmonize per- 
fectly." 

'' That is the very subject I wished to con- 
sult you upon," was Alfred's reply. 
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When once upon the subject of music^ of 
which the Baroness was passionately fond, 
nothing could avert her thoughts to any thing 
else, and she therefore now launched forth on 
her favourite topic. 

^' I am very glad you agree with me oa 
this point," said she, '* for I think some of 
her low notes equal to any thing I remember 
of Grassini : did you ever hear her in ' Parte 
ti lascio addio V how delightfully they would 
mng that together! Ah, my dear Sir, with 
all your lessons from Tremmezani, you 
never will have such execution as Herbert : 
what a splendid tenor; his B flat is impay- 
able. Ah, ah! you and Lady Cat. never 
will produce such an effect in your little 
duetts. In fact, we must bring them toge- 
ther." 

^' Why, my dear Baroness/' exclaimed Al- 
fred, 'Mf you will but listen to me an instant, 
you will find that it only requires your media* 
tion and influence to unite them at once; for 
I am more anxious than you can imagine, 
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that Herbert^ who has been attached to Hiss 
Manby for years — " 

'^ Semprefedele a te!" exclaimed the Baro- 
ness;/^ but go on." 

" Well/* continued Alfred, " I am naturally 
most desirous that the poor tenor should not 
(against every operatic rule) die of love, after 
having escaped all the dangers of his Lisbon 
adventure." 

'^Wfaat! is he really and seriously in loveT" 
quickly replied the Baroness ; '^ then it is all 
settled. I will take upon myself to arrange 
every thing ; I will propose for him at once to 
Emily; then we shall have *Noce et Festm/ 
and we will get up a little opera d'occasiony 
' Le nozze dei Harmoniciy and Lord Barriton 
shall arrange the music. By-the-bye, I hope 
,he. will allow Morlachi, or Rossini, or Pacini, 
to compose the* u^Ao^e of his next production; 
foi; the small portion of his own in his ^Morte 
de Cleopatra,' made one suffer as much pain 
as the Queen herself/' 

'' But, my dear Baroness/" rejoined Alfred, 
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*' we must first get up the marriage, before we 
think of arranging the opera." 

''Why, where is the difficulty? She sings 
divinely, is rich, beautifdl, and a very dear 
good girl : he will have a splendid fortune, is 
one of the handsomest creatures in London, 
and they are in love — what more can be want- 
ing to insure their happiness V* 

** There exist greater difficulties than you 
are aware of/' answered Alfred : " in the first 
place, my uncle, from some unknown cause, 
entertains the greatest dislike to Miss Manby, 
and appears to have as great an enmity to 
h^r as he had to her foster-father ; and I havQ 
reason to fear he would at first object to their 
union/' 

*'What fnn,"- rejoined the Baroness, '' it 
would be to make them run away, — an 
enlevement would be delightful !" 

" Well then," answered Alfred, " if you will 
undertake to persuade Emily to consent to 
such a measure, I will, on my part, engage 
ttat Herbert shall carry her off*; and al- 
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thoogh Sir Herbert may be a little angry at 
first, yet I have grounds for asserting that he 
would quickly relent and forgive them ; and 
then, my dear Baroness, you and I shall have 
the satisfaction of being instrumental to their 
liappiness: it is the only means within my 
jl>ower to shew my regard and affection for 
Herbert." 

*' Instrumental !'^ exclaimed the lady» '^ and 
vocal too ! It will be charming— it will make 
such a delightful little opera. Testarossa 
shall write the poetry, Barriton bespeak the 
music, and the Baron shall design the cos- 
tumes. Let me see; Herbert, as prtmo ^€nor, 
may introduce ' «So/o per te ben mio!' then 
Emily, prima donna Cantante, may sing ' Se 
il genitor mi toglie colei che mHnnamoraj then 
the duet from ' Isolina and Tebaldo,* ' Che 
dici ah no,' will suit them delightfully. The9 
that cross Mr. Rookby, as the Crudel Padre, 
will make an admirable basso; and for the 
underplot, you, as a kind of Leporello, may 
flirt a little in recitative with Lady Cat as my 
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cameriera; and I will be the princess who 
unites* the couple." 

Here the Baroness was intemipteid in her 
operatic programme by Alfred, ^ho said, 
" Do, for heaven's sake ! be serious for one 
moment, and tell me if I may rely upon your 
endeavours to obtain Eroily'i? consent to 
marry Herbert; I, for my part, will guaran- 
tee that Sir Herbert pardons them within a 
month." 

*^ If you are confident, Alfred, that the old 
Rajah will relent, I will do all in my power 
to persuade £mily. But; dear girl V* added 
the Baroness, with more forethought than 
she was wont to consider these matters, ** I 
should, be sorry to urge her to take i^ny step 
which might affect her future happiness. To 
be sure, she has no father, no relation to 
consult; she is her own mistress; but I 
know her so well, that she would not, I am 
convinced, gratify her own love for Herbert, 
at the expense of drawing his father's anger 
upon his head. But as you assure me ttiis 
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will not be the case, I will use all my inflo- 
ence to indace her to make my ^«fior happy/' 

" How kind of yon, my dear Baroness !'' 
replied Alfred ; " how grateAil Herbert will 
be ! to your kind mediation he will be in- 
debted for his happiness. The moment he 
arrives I shall set him to work, and I hope in 
the conrse of two or «three months we may 
rehearse onr opera.'' 

*' Here comes Lady Milton !" exclaimed 
the good-natured hostess ! ** I shall tell her 
6f our plan ; and as I know she doats upon 
Emily—" 

^* Not a word, my dear Baroness, to my 
aunt, as you value poor Herbert's success," 
here interposed Alfred, alarmed at his friend's 
suggestipn. 

'* She ought not to be acquainted with the 
business ; for, naturally, as she is aware of 
Sir Herbert's objections, she would interfere, 
and Herbert would never have courage to 
disobey her, though the certain happiness to 
himself and Emily was the result." 
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" Very true, very true !'' replied the other^ 
'^ we will arrange the whole matter between 
ourselves ; and now I must go and congratu- 
late your aunt on the tenor's fortunate escape." 

The Baroness immediately ran towards 
Lady Milton, and poured forth a volume of 
compliments and congratulations, which were 
most pleasing to the latter ; whose affection 
and pride in her son were augmented, if pos- 
sible, by the details which had reached her 
of his galliint conduct upon the distressing 
occasioii. 

After conversing a few minutes with his 
aunt, Alfred proceeded in search of Emily, 
and resolving to make an experiment to ob- 
tain her confidence, or at all events to shew 
her that he was not ignorant of her attach- 
ment for Herbert. He no sooner saw her, 
than he said, '* I rarely dance; but if Miss 
Manby will do me the honour of waltzing 
with me, I will endeavour to brush pp my 
steps, were it only to celebrate, par extrwrdi' 
nairey my cousin Herbert's fortunate esci^pe/' 
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Emily, who was on the point of rallying 
him oh this unusaal exertion, was however 
completely silenced by the last words of his 
speech ; and blushing deeply, she assented ; 
and then taking his arm; placed herself in 
one of the circles. 

After a few turns, Alfred ventured to ask 
Emily if she had heard all the particulars of 
the Lisbon ad^tnture; and then, without 
waiting for a reply, he immediately proceeded 
to recount the whole affair, interspersed with 
his own observations. 

During this recital, Alfred watched most 
inteiitly the effect produced on her coonte* 
nance ; her cheeks were alternately blanched 
with terror, or crimisoned with pleaisure, as 
the narrator either dwelt on the imminent 
danger to which Herbert had been exposed, 
or described the uncommon courage and self- 
possession which he had evinced during the 
whole of the perilous scene : not waS' the 
involuntary ^' thank God !'" which ' escaped 
her lips unnoticed, as he concluded by say- 

VOL. I. o 
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iiig^ Uiat the report of the surgeons was vatost 
faTOnrable, and that his ooosia might b^ 
expected in London in the course of a few 
v/eeks. Alfred did not require any proofs of 
Mis& Manby's attachment to Herbert; bis 
object in thus exciting her mind at present, 
was merely to draw fa^r into some unguarded 
dxpressioli, of which he might take advantage 
to open the subject at o^e to her, and to 
Ini^itiuate that his infiuence over Sir Herbert 
tendered it easy for him to obtain his forgive^ 
ness, though his previous absent woqM pro* 
bably be withheld. 

Seizing the moment when !^ily had al- 
kttost idvoluntarily uttered her expression of 
Ihankfulness for his safety^ Alfred observed, 
*' I fbar Hiss Manby Will tMtik me more than 
ihipeftitiient, if I dare to remark^ tiiat "^ete 
my cbusin a witness to the interest she ap* 
pettrs to tdke in his fate, hb Would, I a:»i 
8tkt-e> willingly undergo a much moroperilom^ 
Itdtenture, could he meet with a fewatd so 
d^ar to Um, as yout sympathy.'* 
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Em^y Uofibed sMire deeply thui befcire : 
die, however, simunoned courage to mate 
an effort to i^arry this direct attaok, b j r^y^ 
iBg, '' Sorely U is most natural, Mr. Milton, 
ttiat the xelatioo of sach a dreadful occiir- 
renoe, attended with such horrid marks of 
treachery and revenge, should exfMe the iar 
Merest of Ihe most iadtfferent person; those 
who are fiot acquainted with Colonel Milton 
mxmt fed — " 

*' Not qoite so muoh. Miss Manby, as these 
who are well acquainted with him ; whilst 
those to whom he is any thing but indifferent, 
jnust mttch metre naturally feel as you do." 

Poor Emily, who saw that she had only 
committed herself more deeply by her last 
feeble attempt at deSmoe, instantly replied, 
'' Ton are quite rigbt, Mr. Milton : I do »ot 
hesitate to say, that I do feel gieat interest 
in the welfare of your cousin ; I should be 
most ungrateful, if ever I were to foiget his 
humanity and tenderness at the most heart- 
rending and painfiil period of my esastence : 
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and/' added Emily^ as the tears rushed into 
her eyes, '' that kindness has^ I am not 
ashamed to avow, made a deeper impressibn 
when contrasted with the fatal and crael 
animosity of Sir Herbert Milton, and which, 
if I am to believe all that' I tiear, has not 
ended with the grave." 

"I may take upon myself to assert," re- 
jt^ined Alfred, ^^ that you have been misin- 
formed respecting my uncle's animosity to 
'yourself; he is neither unreasonable nor 
unjust: — as to Herbert, all I shall say is, 
that the impressions you have made upon 
his heart have been proved by absence and 
temptations of every kind; — do not be 
^iigry^ I entreat you^ but I will boldly affirm, 
that, for your sake, he has turned a deaf ear ' 
to the most splendid matrimonial' alliances, 
and, in short, that the misery or the happi- 
ness of his future life is in your hands." 

Emily's agitation during this speech was 
excessive, and she vainly endeavoured to 
make' any answer to her tormentor, who con- 
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tiDUed, wiib an air of great apparent feeUiig 
and sensibility ; '' I love my cousin, as my 
brother^ Miss Manby ; his happiness is para- 
mount in my heart to every other considera- 
tion ; and although I risk both your displeasure 
and his^ by thus venturing to anticipate his 
own declaration, yet I shall think myself am- . 
ply rewarded hereafter, if I should have.been 
instrumental in facilitating, his views, or in 
removing from your mind those doubts which 
his delicacy, and the reports of the .world re- 
specting Lord Henry Thursby, prevented his 
clearing up before his departure. / 

^^ One word more, and I have done. My in- 
fluence with my uncle is perhaps, greater than . 
that of any other human; being; fear nothing 
on. that head : his enmity, if .any exist, shall 
end with his arrival yi England. But I see. 
you are offended ; I perceiye that my affection 
for Herbert has, led me. too far: forgiyeme. 
Miss Mapby, but if he returns to JSngland 
to meet with the , destruction of his dearest, 
hopes, 'twere better that I should write to.him 



at omee, amd distinctly state the (roth ; and he 
can yet rettnm to the army^ ere it be too late 
to retrieire Mmsetf/' 

Poor Emily^ who was nearly fainting from 
emotion, merely rej^ed in a half whisper }**1 
am not angry, Mr. Miltoa; do not write, do 
Beit pretent his retnarn ." Before, however, her 
tonnentor could co«itinme his attacks, they 
were joined by l^dney, who came to claim 
her promise of dancing with him. Happy to 
escape from Alfred, she gladly accepted Sid- 
ney's arw^ and without any farther remaik 
proceeded with him into anotb^ roem. Sid^ 
ney easily l^erceived the extreme agitation of 
Us lovely partner^ and attributed it to the 
effect of the intelligence of Herbert's adven- 
ta?e, which he had himself onlj heard from 
AHired, Ins own lettera not bavii^ arrived* 
With great good-nature, he merely said, " Do 
not let n» dance^ I see you are fatigued ; sup^ 
pose we sit down and discuss the people as 
they pass/^ Emily accepted this offer, and 
was soon after joined by Mrs. Walden. She 
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was, haweirer> again destined to be toirincnted ; 
a& eT^ry one kno^ipg Sidney's intimacy with 
C&lonel Milton, either came to congfatolate 
him on his friend'a escape, or wished to ascer- 
tain the particulars of the affair. Amongul 
others, he was accosted by Mrs. Duosten, a 
lady who was a natite of Flanders, and had 
married an English merchant of great wealth. 
In consequence of some important services 
which her family had rendered to. the mem* 
bers of three or four illustrious families who 
vreac^ detained by Bonaparte, she received 
letters of inlroduotion to some potent patron- 
esses in London,*and by dint of giving a num- 
ber of balls, to which, for the first two or three 
years, her kind patronesses did not permit 
her to ask any of her own company, this 
trouble being taken off her hands by these 
condescending personages, who were eyen for 
some time in doubt whether they would allow 
more than one daughter to make her appear- 
ance, whilst they strongly recommended Mr* 
Diinsten (b be taken ill on these occasions. 



296 almack's revisited. 

In short, by dint of this kind of surveillance 
on the part of her friends^ and by a perpetual 
series of dinners, Mrs. Dunsten *' nie van 
Hoag van der Boompen" contrived to have 
all the best people in London at her house, 
and in return she found herself generally in- 
vited by all those.personages who are not of 
the ultra select committees. 

Mrs. Dunsten's principal object in life 
was, if possible, to marry one or two of her 
daughters to men of rank ; fortune was a se- 
condary consideration, as her husband's great 
wealth rendered all thoughts of money quite 
unnecessary; but hitherto neither the charms 
of Miss Ulrica Carolina Georgina Dunsten, 
nor the seductions of her sister. Miss Alexan- 
drina Frederica Wilhelmine Dunsten (who, 
as well as her brother,. George Francis Paul 
Louis Ferdinand Dunsten van Hoog van der 
Boompen, were christened after sundry reign- 
ing potentates), had yet elevated them to the 
peerage, or.even opened the road to the every- 
day business of a Milady of the Bath, Guelph, 
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or Tower and Sword. The two young ladies 
were not quite so vulgar as their mamma : 
they were half bine from education, and half 
black froiki a noMe indifference to Mr. Sims's 
real Windsor; they spoke about ten lan- 
guages, played upon a dozen instruments^ 
and weighed at least two hundred and fifty 
pounds avoirdupoise each, and, in short, were 
overpoweringly accomplished and tiresome. 
All these accomplishments were, however, 
a mere matter of report, as their conversation 
consisted of nothing but an endless string of 
unmeaning questions. 

** How d'ye do Koptin Sidney,'' exclaimed 
the Brabant lady, as she approached ; '^ I am 
fery hoppy to koncratoolate you on your 
friend's escabe ; he iss a fery lucky tog." — 
** You mean he was very lucky to have a dog," 
rejoined Sidney, smiling at his own joke.-— 
— *^ No, no ! he is fery lucky yonk gentle- 
mans," replied the lady, ** for I onterstant be 
shall be married dee moment ven he kombs 
bock, vat you tink ?" — *^ I think nothing more 
o2 
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probftble/' rejoined Sidney ; .whilst, poor 
Emily blashed, and looked as mnch confused 
as if her name were forthcoming. '' I think 
nothing. half so probable, but I have not an 
idea who is the happy person, unless it is one 
of the Miss.Dnnstens." 

''Dh^goede God!" exclaimed Mrs. Dun- 
sten, not displeased at the supposition, '^ I do 
not tink my tachters never gif him no encoor- 
achement, do he is a fery noice yonk chentel- 
mans, and he will pe a baronet, into the par- 
guin.** 

'' Well, then^ I cannot conceive who it can 
be," answered Sidney ; ^' and I must say^ I 
feel somewhat interested, as he may, perhaps, . 
have chosen some person who may stipulate 
that his wild friend Sidney shall be treated 
as the, friends of a prince usually are when 
he comes to the throne.'' 
• '' Oh, dat is all a fun pf yours, Koptin Sid- 
ney ; you know all die woprld says he shall 
morry Lady Zopsin Bossyille, and datvill 
make a fery poize motch. She has got all die 
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feashipns and dee ronk, and den he has got 
all dee fortunes .'* 

'^ I wonder whether, she has taken the little 
precaution of asking Herbert's consent/' rer 
joined Sidney. 

*^ O dat iss not nacessary/' replied Mrs. 
Dunsten ; '^ Lady Dossington is fery inti- 
mate, she iss on die pest foot mit Lady Mjl- 
top, and I do not suppoose dat ony yonk 
chentlemans wqnld refoose a motch mit sich 
a feashionable yonk ladys." 

'* Do you not V replied Sidney ; ^' why I 
declare, Mrs. Dunsten, bad I not a penny in 
the world, and had Lady Susan my property, 
I would sooner pass the rest of my life in all 
the pauperism of celibacy, than marry such a 
regular London Miss, as artificial as Mara- 
dan's flowers, and as hollow as one of Ude's 

*' Oh, Koptin Seedney, you are so trectfnlly 
sargostick," replied the lady, " Veil, I dink 
deyare fery noice yonk ladies; dey always 
comes to all my p^lls, and pring who dey like/' 
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*' If that be a criterion of merit," rejoined 
Sidney, " it depends but on your food-natnre 
to render all London delightfid ; for who is 
there who does not covet the honour <tf being' 
invited to a house, where the hoatess and her 
accomplished daughters are a sufficient at- 
traction^ independent of all the delightfnl ac* 
cessories which are showered upon one I A,h, 
Lord Matcns is a happy man." 

'^ Acb! yon are fery fell ppgd, indeed/' an- 
swered Mrs. DuQSt^i, grinning at the compli- 
ment, and catching the last word ; '' if yon are 
not enkached next Sonday, yill you doo ns 
die {Measure to dine mit oos ; I will sent yon« 
a cart to remind to-morrow morning, and den 
I vill infite Lord Morcoos to meed yon/' Sid- 
ney bowed, accepted the inyitaiion with great 
gravity^ though he meant to send an excuse 
if any thing more agreeable presented itself 
during the week ; as he afterwards confessed 
to Mrs. Walden, ho never dined in Brnton^ 
street, bat as tLpisatUr; it made him really 
ill to see the whole herd of large and small 
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van Boompens> throwing down spades-full of 
caviare^ Russian cucumber, and fromage de 
Roquefort; besides, their wines always ap- 
pearing as if they bad just arrived from a 
jonmey across the desert, and their soups as 
if tbey had passed a winter on Mont-Blanc. 

'* Vrfl/' said Mrs. Dunsien, " I arojFerry glod 
C<4oneel Medton is komink bock, dem ogly 
Sponish wars, she run away mit all die yonk 
chentlemans, dat is vy dere is soch a little 
morriges koing on. I do not regollekt any 
seazin vere dere vas so little toing. All die 
yonk cheijitlemens vot is left at home, she 
comes to your ouze, she eats your soopers, 
she takes your deaners, and she porrows your 
opera dickys, but she does not* take up mit 
your tachters. Oh, dere iss no morriges, what- 
ever, koing on in dee feashonable woorld ;'' 
and then addressing Sidney, she added> 
^ Kom, Koptin Seedney, ven would you bi 
morried ; kom, you are reecb, fy don't you 
put up mit a yonk lady V 

*' Who, I V answered Sidney ; " oh, I am 
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too deeply occupied with my eogagements 
with the Derby, to think of any thing else, at 
present." 

"O, enkached mit die Darby," rejoined 
Mrs. Dunsten, with, some degree, of respect, 
^^Isoppose one. of die grand-tachters; veil, 
dat iss a fery noice konnections, dat is a fery 
noice yonk ladies: I fish you vel, mit.my 
heart : ven is it to take place?" 

'' Not before next spring/' replied Sidney, 
with great gravity.; ^' bqt, apropos, Mrs. Don- 
sten, when are we to congratulate you ? the 
world says, Mrs. Dnnsten,"--:and.he then 
looked significantly towards liOrd Marcus 
Maltby. 

'* Och !" replied Mrs. Dunsten, putting up 
her glass and laughing ; '^ you are sich a yonk 
chentelmans for chokes; but do you know? 
it is fery stranche, dere is Lord Marcoos taq^- 
cens mit my tachter.Olaxondreena. Och! ^die 
world she will talk, but I assoore you, Kopten 
Seedney, I do not fish to. marry my tach|ers 
un,til she shall have seen die world." 
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«< YoQ are quite right, my dear madam/' re- 
joined Sidney; '' they have it in their power 
to select whom they please, and they have not 
been.ont above four or five seasons/' 

" Fery true, dey have plenty of time, and 
coot fortunes, and den, you know, dey are fery^ 
aggomplished y onk ladies, and dey speaks all 
manner of lanknaches;" and> then begging 
Sidney not to forget the dinner, on Sunday, 
she went off to superintend the evolutions of 
Miss Alexandrina Frederica, who was play- 
ing off the whole force of her massive battery, 
of charms, accomplishments, and Polyglott 
lore on. the slippery young nobleman ; who, 
with the whites of his eyes inverted, expressed 
in his countenance all the agony he felt at be- 
ing obliged to dance with Miss JDunsteo, — an 
operation which his Lordship felt himself 
bound to undergo now and then, by way of 
paying off endless. dinners, opera tickets^ and 
balls; not to mention frequent presents of 
bulbs from Haarlem, houtarga from Odessa, 
pies from Strasbourg, and herrings from Ant- 
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werp : though he asserted that the balance 
was considerably against himself^ as he lost 
more in one walta by his efforts to make Miss 
Alexandrina revolve on her ponderous axis> 
than he gained by twenty of her papa's Anglo- 
Flemish repasts. Indeed the operation was 
BO contemptible undertakings and was much 
better calculated for the propelling genins of 
Messrs. Bolton and Watts, than that of a 
very slender young nobleman. , 

Emily and Mrs.Walden, who had with dif«- 
ficulty restrained their mirth during Mrs. Diuir 
stents dialogue with Sidney, now gladly gave 
way to their gaiety, though both attacked 
Sidney for having ventured to quiz the good- 
natured lady even to her face. They were 
now joined by Sir Harry Sneerwell, who 
immediately congratulated Sidney upon bis 
marriage, 

'^ So/' said Sir Harry, '' we are to lose you 
at Newmarket, Sidney; Mrs. Dunsten has 
jnst told me you are going tobe married : I am 
sorry for it. It will bea sad loss to the Derby.*' 
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'^ Mrs. Dansten's an old fool Y* rejoined 
Sidney : '' pray did she (ell you to contradict 
the report of Lord Marcos being engaged to 
her daughter ?" 

''No; bat she asked me to meet him at 
dinner, on Sunday^ as if her dinners were not 
quite bad enough without such an hors^ 
d'ctuvre as his Lordship.'' 

" Come^ . Sneerwell/f rejoined Sidney, 
'' have some mercy upon her." 

'' Neyer^ until she gets another cook/ and 
dines out with all her family, when she in- 
vites me/' 

Emily now asked Sir Harry the name of a 
tall, plain, and heavy-looking man, who was 
talking to one of the princes of the royal 
family, his left arm occupied by that of a 
gaunt, dissatisfied, and singularly plain 
woman; while his right hand. was employed 
i& twisting and twirling what E^lily mistook 
for an immense seal, suspended to. an enor- 
mously broad watch-riband, which peeped 
from beneath the breast of his coat : on which ' 
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co8d ims emturoidered a star^ quadruple the 
nagmtude of these decorationa u/sually worn 
by oithera ; havuig a gray borse enamelled in 
the centre^ ivhich might have served as a 
pad& haek for the heaviest Mias Dun^tmi." 

'' That," said Sir Harry>— " that is a parti- 
Cidar friend of mioe> the Prince Stolz-aopf- 
Winters-graben, N^43. I think him very 
pleasant, but the world is so ill-natured.'- 

^' What, is he here upon a tour V demanded 
IffS.Waldeii. 

" Yes,'^ rejoined SneerweU ; *' but they say 
that his tour is passe; however, he is envagi 
from a whole almanack of German coot ts. 
Plenipotentiary from half the mediatised 
Pnncea of the Confederation^ and Grand 
Piqueur of the Holy Alliance/' 

'' By-the4>ye/' said Emily, *' I have heard 
much of the Holy Allianoe ; I wish you could 
tell me what it means, or for what purpose it 
was formed.'* 

<< For the protection of the Grand Signor, 
for the furtherance of civil and rdigious 



«*»terf, for the re^estebUabtBeaJt of the lAqvl- 
sitioo, the de&tnictioii of m«:1»al in&triiction> 
the propag^ioa of ignoraoce, »nd the better 
learning by heart of ^God save the KiHg>' 
translated iato modem Greek, eat of comp)i- 
tttent to tbe Grand Signer/' answered the 
Baronet 

" We are not a bit the wiser," replied 
Sidney, ^^ for your liberal explanation," 

*' Answer for yourself, Sidney," rejoined 
SneerweU ; . " if ignorance be bliss, then 
indeed yon are a most fortunate fellow." 

" One thing, at least, is wanting to cqve^ 
pletb my happiness/' retorted Sidney, '* on 
that score; which is, by unfortunately know- 
ing you^ I know too much.'' 

Emily, who fibred this sparring might lead 
to a quarrel, as she was not acquainted with 
those little intercbangesof civility which gene- 
rally passed between the Cynic and his friend, 
now begged Sir Harry would tell her who the 
lady was with the prince'. 

'' That is his^wife, who is daughter of one 
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of the sixty little potentates whom my good 
friend represents. I like her, but they te)l 
me she is very disagreeable, proud, imperious^ 
and as dull as a dinner at Boodles; what 
you took just now for a watch-riband> is the 
cordon of the order of St. Hubert, of which 
both his highness, and my tailor, purchased 
the grand-crosses together: the one on the 
delusive anticipation of Sidney paying his 
bill; and the other, with his little gleanings 
from the fiscal * caisse,' the key of which, 
and not of his watch,' attracted your . obser- 
vation.'' 

^^ You are rather severe upon your friend, 
I think/' replied Emily ; *^ for, although I dp 
not know him, I have heard him spoken of 
as a man of talent, firmly attached to ..this 
country, though perhaps having more than 
the usual portion of German hereditary 
pride." 

^^I think he is precisely what yon. say," 
rejoined Sir Harry ;^* hut people are so ill- 
natured as to assert that his ^eat merit con- 
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sistsin having persuaded onr ministers that 
he was a man of talent, which, at least, 
proves him wiser than they : and then nothing 
can be more natural than his partiality for 
this country, — he finds the climate agree so 
well with his chest. In short, he will never 
quit it as long as he can derive any benefit 
from it." 

*'If you wish to have a 'specimen of his 
pride," said Sidney, '* watch him when he 
bows : he is literally t6o proud to stoop ; he 
bows backwards, instead of forwards." 

^* He has not had the advantage of a New- 
market education," retorted the Baronet, who 
never liked any body .to say an ill-natured 
word bat himself; ^^ he has not acquired the 
pretty bend, which one learns by stooping 
half one's life over the mane of a horse." 

^* Come, come, Sneerwell ! I take him to be 
a better jockey tiian you choose to allow : he 
is first favourite for the King's plate, and has 
a good' chance for the Grand Duke's stakes." 

** I really do not understand what you 
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mettn/' observed Emily; ^*I how aiways 
heard his dteititeireiStedii«ss,aiid the sacrifices 
he made for Ais comitiy, speicem of in high 
tenns*'' 

^* And very justly, I believe," rejoified Sit 
Hany. " He gave Qp a landed property of 
adMHit a thousand acres of very profitable 
morass, and one of the finest specimens of a 
rained baronial osstle ia the iirovkU to follow 
the oiders of his sovereign ; and, |>oor fellow ! 
be has met wilh no other i«fvard than a 
paltry pension of sia: tbousatid a-year fo 
hknself and heirs, a few thonsaad acres of 
land, that will not produce an ottnceof peat, 
a dmsse where the game destroys the harvest, 
afewhundved peasants, and ajnodemlMiitt 
house, well famished and of va^t siee,'— *bat 
not to foe cotnpHied to his former casde» 
either for its pictsresqae beauties, the secu- 
rity of its positioa in the middle of a bag» or 
the heredi^ry «(>si9eairv attached to the f^ace, 
which are uatmrsdly so dear to a man of hia 
ancient famiiy J" 



'' He is> indeed, a \erjr ill-used nMtni" Te* 
joined Sidney, laughing. ^^ At the same tfoie, 
if he has been «iiinmdral of his own interest, 
•be has not forgotten that of his &inily,— even 
wito the fourth or fifth gec^ration; vihy 
there is not a Stolz'-zo]^ from the Tytol to 
tte GeraiaB Ooeaii, who is not on Uk list of 
pMsions !" 

*^ Wfarat can be a better proof of the good* 
T0S8& of his heart?'' irejoined the Baronets '^ / 
admire him for the care he has taken tof his 
relations; and the world is excessively ill* 
iKitured when they abuse him for tmving set 
aside so many meritorious officers who bled 
and toiied duriag the war, and for having 
omitted them in the distribatiosi of the deco* 
rations, honours, and rewards, to which they 
laid claink" 

" Yes,'* rejoined Sidney, "and these very 
stars, crosses,pelision8,a&d places, wereshow* 
«€d ^^[Km the Stolz^zo^fis; who daring this 
time were imugly established wilti Jemme at 
C^s^l. And Indeed many t>f them had abso- 
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lotely fought against their legitimate sove- 
reign.'' 

'*My dear Sidney/' rej<Mned the Baronet, 
*^ it would have been impossibly for the Prince 
to act otherwise without great.injnstice to his 
heart and principles^ which, of course, are 
those of the Sainte Alliance, whose great 
maxim is to support the 'pacte de famUk.' 
Then/' added Sir Henry, ** I have beard some 
ill-natured people accuse him of having been 
the original adviser of the expedition to Wal- 
clieren/' 

"Then I shall hate him for ever!" ex- 
claimed Emily, whilst the colour mounted in 
her face at this expression of Sir Harry : ** if 
he advised that measure, he can neither be a 
man of sense or political knowledge !" 

'^ That is precisely what the world says of 
him," replied the Baronet, unmindful of the 
tender chord on which he had touched. " Tlie 
fact is, it might have been more prudent to 
have despatched the expedition to the Weser, 
or still farther north, — ^where the Prince's eoe- 
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^ mies declare the coontry was ripe for revolt: 
bat then^ yon know, no man who loves his 
coaotry» would like to see it become the the- 
atre of war^ or exposed to all the inconveni- 
ences and exactions of military occupation ; 
and I think it very natural that he should 
rather have wished to see a whole British 
army perish, than that his own country 
should suffer by the natural consequences of 
war." 

''God deliver me from my friends!" ex* 
claimed Sidney. "I only accused him of 
being a fool; you wish to make him out a 
knave." 

''Not in the least/' replied Sir Harry; 
" but I should like much to know, if you had 
a pet preserve of pheasants, if you would 
not rather my hounds should draw any other 
man's cover than yours?" 

"That maybe," rejoined Sidney; "but I 
should not feel myself warranted in advising 
my friend to put his best hunters into a glan- 
der^d stable at an inn, to preserve myself from 

VOL. I. p 
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giving th^m a few feeda o£ oqid at my amn 
bonse." 

<'Wbo.is tb^t mm" deinatidi^Jifrs. Wd- 
^im, glc^d to divert the subjecti '' wbo neipes 
U%ne» tbe Prince's side bat to e»i or dvtokl 
I bitv^ wfttcb^d bliB devottriog every tbii^ 
Witbin.bisreatb/' 

" Tbat/' said $ir Harry^ '' is fi great iiieml 
f>f p^kMh-at leasts be offers to cUne witb Mie 
whenever he fancies I am not engaged ebor 
wh^re." 

" But who is he?. And what is bin occupar 
^ion besides eating V 

" It is the Baron Von Mahlzeit/' answered 
tb0 l^roneX; — ''a very useful persoftage to 
my friend SuA^ticyff, by wboia be is employed 
ia sundry negotieit^BS, where tbe latter tkiakf^ 
it imprudent to^appear in person. McHraover, 
be assists the Prince in laying out, at. a conir 
fprtable intfyrest, aome of those sums which 
he contrives to economize eveb in this deair 
laiid> or undertakes tf^ aell Ae dJaiMiidft 
whiob His JSigbvess receivea on y^ di^kH-. 
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matic s]iuff-b0X69» and supplies their placed 
with pai^te/' 

'' Well« but is he a Jevr, a diplomatist, or 
a soldier?" 

''NothiAg df liie last ;^ not mwA of the 
second, but mach of the first/^ replied 
Sir . Havry: ^* no, indeed, he is so ex- 
tuerndy anttptignactoos, he has snch a 
horror f&t all blood, that I believe ht 
Wonld ralher'pay a doable letter than receive 
an epistle with Post P^aid stamped in red 
letters.'' 

" Ob dear, it must be the man who we heard 
was so distinguished at VienBa — " 

''For his temperance and abstemiousDess 
at home,'' exclaimed Sir Harry, interrupting 
her, " and for his voracity en vilh; he nevw 
was yet known to have given or refused an 
invitation to dinner. I once had the faonout 
of meeting him at the table of an illnstrioiis 
ilMlividual in this country^ and yovinay judge 
of his host's surprise at seeing Ms- eeraan 
gue^ (of whose vilracious appetfttt^ be had 
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formed a very indistinct idea) place his plate 
upon a wine-cooler." 

''What, in the world, did he do that for?" 
demanded Emily; "how very ill-bred." 

'' Why the answer he made to the question, 
which was put to him by his Ulnstrious host, 
was, ^ Ah,Monseigneurj Vappetit est grand, U 
dwer. court, U chemin long; etcomfnejen'oi 
pas Vavantage defaire si bonne chaire tqus les 
jours, je feds Fimpossibh pour yaccourdr .la ■. 
distance entre Vasmite et ma bouche-' " 

*'Oh, what an ogre he must be! but what 
did Monseigneur say,~Twas he not shocked?" 
"On the contrary," replied Sir Harry, "he 
was enchanted, with Mahlzeit's naivefe; and 
instead of directing him to be turned into the 
kenniDl with the. hounds, he was frequently 
ordered, to come and exhibit his masticatory 
pQW:er9 before the same illustrious. Amphy* 
tnon" 

" But {. heard that he was not pnly rem^k* 
able.for his. penury and appetite, but fpr lend-^ 
ing his mo^ey to his frieAds." 
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" ** Then/' said Einily^ smilibg, '* surely, they 
canAot gradge him a few dinners, if he is^o 
liberal, poor man !" 

^' The poor man, as you call him/' answered 
Sir Harry, *' takes good care to be as well 
paid for the loan of his money, as he does for 
his domestic starvation when he dines out. 
You may judge by the following anecdote to 
which I was witness. During my stay at 
Vienna, I was invited to dine with a noble- 
man of high rank ; among the -guests were 
the Baron and a Count Taschenleer; during 
dinner, the maitre d'HAtel extinguished two or 
three candles in endeavouring to snuff them 
with a pair of snuffers of which the spring 
ti^as out of order. 'Send to my hotel/ ex- 
claimed the Count to our host, ' for some of 
my English snuffers ; I can let you have five 
thousand florins' worth, cheap : contraband, 
it is true, but real ^Sheffield, warranted by 
Baron Mablzeit.' The Baron looked very 
foolish, but pretending to take no notice of 
this speech,. continued eating witb'his usual 
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avidity. 'What!' exclaimed tt»YkOBt, * have 
you been specolatiog in Engliafa contaraband 
goods, my dear Count?' 'Nlo/ replied flie 
other; * but being in want of forty thousand 
florins, and knowing that my friend, the Baren, 
was always happy to assist his friends, I f^i- 
plied to him, and he good-natarediy consented 
to advance me this sum, on condition that I 
paid twelve p^ cent* and received a third of 
the amount in British commodities : and as I 
was gettii^ into the carriage to come here,;a 
cart arrived atmy hotel, loaded with snuffers, 
tea*trays, knitting-needles, and razors !' You 
may judge," added Sir Harry, ''of the roar 
of laughter which burst forth upon this disco* 
very of the Baron's double capacity of fisurer 
and diplomatist-*K>f his being purveyor of 
politios and patent pins." 

AX this moment^ a tall, meagreJooking mao 
came up to Sidney, and» extending his hand> 
jdiewed great pleasure at meeting the yomig 
officer. 

" Who was that?*' said EmUy, as soim as 
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tbe fentlman had qvttted them 4 ''he looks 

'* He is ind^d a foreigaer, and in ev^iy 
land/' rejoined Sidney: ^'I^do aotpfetend 
te1»e>efy sentimental^ but tbere issomething 
in that man's fate l;rhich gave me a b^ler 
lesson than an the sermons of my totor for a 
dozen years/* 

^ Has he taught yon how to make a good 
book for (he next meetings or shewn y&a, how 
to turn up a kii^g at ecarte ?'' exclaimed Sir 
Harry. 

** No," replied Sidney ; " he proved to me 
how fhe king coald be beat by a knave, and 
that it is often better to play the one than hoM 
the other." 

''Well, who is he?" demanded Emily; ''by 
hismannerhedoesnotlooklike anadveQtol^r." 

"A short tiine past," anfswered Sidney, 
^ h6 was really a king." 

" Of spades, I shottld think," said Sir 
tlltrty, ^'for he looks mighty like a grave- 
diggtt'." 
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"Now do not be bo absurd^ Sir Henry/' 
exclaimed Emily: *' Pray ^ll^w Mr. Sidney 
to :go on with his story. '^ ^ , 

" In fact/' continned the latter, " hfe was 
once the ruler of a mighty and warlike nation ; 
representative of a long and valiant race of 
princes; legitimate descendant of Gustavus 
Adolphas and Charles XII. but he is now 
without a honse to afford him shelter, without 
a servant to perform for him the most menial 
offices, banished from his native land, exiled 
from the throne of his ancestors, his. rights 
usurped by the son of an obscure Gascon, 
under the immediate sanction and protection 
of that Alliance*" 

" Faites nous grace /" here exclaimed IShr 
Harry, "of the rest of your tirade against that 
Respectable and worthy body, and say at once 
that it is Colonel Gustavson." 

"How did you become acquainted with 
him ?" demanded EmUy. 

" On my way through 6ermany,"> replied 
Sidney. "The morning subsequent to my 
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airivkl at f'rlmkfbi't^ my servant^ ap old 
soldier^ entered my room, and without farther 
prefaee exclaimed, ' Well, Sir, I would rather 
be a Chelsea ptasioner than the biggest king 
among them all !'— ' What has happened now. 
Wadding?' said I to the m«m; ^ I conclude, 
like a true Englishman, you are grumbling 
because your beefsteak and port^ is not 
ready.'—' Why,' replied Wadding, ' I diould 
like to know what you would say. Sir, if you 
saw oar King drite up to the Black Bear id 
Piccadilly, on the outside of a Bristol xhm 
(for their Diligences here are no better), 
without a top-coat, his fingers bitten by the 
frost, and his whiskers frozen like icicles 
hanging from a hayrick ; and then. Sir, what 
would yon think of his turning-to, to clean 
his own boots?'—' Why, I should say you 
were miEid for inventing such a story,' was my 
answer.—' That's what they say of him, poor 
fellow V rejoined the honest Wadding ; ' and 
i'cod enough to make a man like a raving bed- 
lamite : why, its bad enongh to be reduced 
p2 
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from pay-serjeant to the rdnks : bat to be one 
day a kin^^ and then redaced to a private the 
next, and that iivithout a fair court-martial. 
—'What nonsense have you beea picking 
up V said I. < I really believe jrour old 
wound in yonr head has afibcted your brain. 
— ^* Why/ answered he^ * here's the old King 
of Sweden down in the shoehole a-cleaning 
his boots with your blacking.' — *TS*onsense/ 
said I ; ' they have been laughing at you, 
Wadding.'—* Have they/ replied he; 'well, 
all I know, they told me he was a king, not 
General Blarney dot, but Colonel Custardspn, 
or some such name ; what your honour was 
presented to when we were at Stockholm, on 
the Baltic expedition, and he's just as proud 
now as if he was on the throne ; for it went 
against my heart. Sir, to see a king-like with 
a blacking-brush- in his hand, and so says I 
to him, says I, Here; please your Majesty, 
Lord bless you! give us hold of the brush, 
you'll never bring a polish on 'em, at that 
fashion. Well; instead of saying l^nk yon^ 
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i'cod he looked: as if he were the commanding 
officer^ and said something aboat 'paw. raw ;' 
so as he called me such names, I left him to 
clean 'em himself/ " 

'' Really/' said Emily, " I do not kpow 
which is the worst, yon or Sir. Henry. Mrs. 
Donsten was qaite right in saying you are 
too fond of a joke." 

'^ Indeed I was never more serious/' 
replied the other ; '^ all my servant told me, I 
fonnd perfectly true; and upon my subse- 
quent acquaintance i foupd, that in conse- 
quence of his having*. refused the pension 
offered to him by Bemadotte, he was reduced 
to support himself by the sale r of the few 
jewels which he had rescued from his private 
property/' 

It was now getting late, and Emily was 
preparing to order her carriage, anxious to 
arrive at home, where she might indulge, in 
all the delight she felt at the certainty of being 
beloved by Herbert. She had, it is true, felt 
annoyed at the boldness with viuch Alfred 
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had entered upon die subject; bat his words 
had left a deep impression on her hearty and 
she felt fafly inclined to forgive the liberty he 
had taken, in favour of the intelligence he 
had communicated. The hope of Sir Her- 
bert Milton's opposition being speedily over- 
come, relieved her heart from a load not less 
oppressive than the uncertainty she had been 
in respecting Herbert's sentiments towards 
herself. A» she was about to leave the 
rooms, to which the whole of the party had 
retired fVom t^e gardens/ they were joined by 
Mr. Odncedale, who with his glass at his eye, 
and his face more than usually long, appeared 
as if he also had been driven from his posses- 
sions. The Tic-dauloureux, for so Sir Hairy 
had christened him, now exclaimed, *^ How 
d'ye do? have y^u seen Mrs. Ouncedale? 
I have been waiting two hours to go ; my 
horses will catch cold ; I feel a slight twinge 
of the gout ; conceive Lady Graspall having 
past nine times at ecartef* 
" I saw Mrs. Ouncedale waltaing with Co- 
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loD^ Gtaindorge/' replied Sidney^ who had 
retmned from ordering Emily's carriage^ 
'^ and I can only say^ that she desired me to 
tdl yon« if I met yon^ that yon might go home, 
if you liked, as Lady Graspall would give her 
a place in her carriage to town/' 

*'That odious Lady Graspall!" rejoined 
Mr. Ouncedale ; '' she is enough to corrupt 
all the young women in town ; — she ought not 
to be admitted in society." 
. " Why," said Sir Harry, " it is true, though 
I never saw any thing wrong ; indeed I like 
her very much, but the world does say very 
ill-natured things of her: at ecarie, for in- 
stance, they are cruel enough to say that she 
always claims double the sum she stakes 
when she wins ; and when she loses, she con- 
trives to change sides when she is betting, 
and generally seizes the stake of some young 
man who she thinks will be either too well 
bred, or too timid to remonstrate with her." 

*' Not a word. Sir Harry !" now exclaimed 
Sidney; ''^ she is a great friend of mine, and 
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so fond of me, that she wanted to catch me 
for her daughter^ Lady Clara, apd^ iodeed, I 
was within an ace of proposipg." 

" What the deuce prevented you V asked 
Sir Harry. 

" Why, my fear of her making a practical 
pun, which would have been worse even thaii 
your's/' replied Sidney. *'The fact was, I 
overheard Lady Clara tell her friend Mrs. 
Thomby, that she only intended marrying me 
for my fortune." 

" Why, what in the world,'' rejoined Sir 
Harry, '^do you imagine any one woald 
marry you for?'' 

*.* The fact was," answered Sidney^ good- 
humouredly, *^ I did flatter myself thaA I had 
made some slight impression on the little in- 
genue, who Lady Graspall told me was the 
most timid naive creature in the world ; when, 
as ill luck would have it for my vanity, and 
for her Ladyship's schemes, I went to Mrs. 
Congreve's masquerade, where being dis- 
guised in a domino, I heard lier say to Mrs. 
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Thomby, that she thought me an instafferable 
borse-dealiog bore ; that her mamma wished 
her to accept me for my property ; and that 
she wished I was rained, to which Mrs. 
Thornby very quietly replied, 'Marry him 
first, my dear, if it were only for the pleasnre 
of raining him afterwards/ ^' 

" Oh !" exclaimed the Tic, " I wish to God 
I had been fortunate enough to' have worn a 
domino for a few months prior to the time 
fixed for my marriage I But do see," added 
be, ''what a fool that insufferable Mrs. 
Thornby is making of young Lord Tiverton !" 
''There is nothing extraordinary in that/' 
rejoined Sir Henry; ''she would find it a 
much more difficult task to make a man of 
sense of him/' 

"As for that," added Sidney, "she is 
merely playing the same game with that boy 
that she has done with half the young men in 
London; no sooner does a young man make 
his debut in the worid, or a young peer or 
.baconet leave his paternal nest> or escape 
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from bis Alma Mater, thaii she forlliwidi 
seizes upon him, and plays with him like a 
cat, until the boy's ideas become more eiL- 
panded, and he finds he has been throwing 
away his time and his attentions upon a cold- 
hearted, practised coquette, and tiiathe is the 
laughing stock of London, with the advantage 
of being shewn up in the ' Age,' or roasted by 
'John Bull.' ^ 

** And then, when he brings his action for a 
libel, he has the satisfaction of being eon- 
victed by a jury, of being one of the ugliest 
men, or one of the greatest idiots living,'' 
added Mr. Ouncedale. , 

Emily's carriage being now announced, she 
left the party, which did not completely break 
up before the morning was far advanced; and 
I shall take the liberty of giving my readers 
some account of the ladies I have alluded to, 
before I proceed to the next chapter. 

They were all of that mischievous, that 
pernicious set, whose* example has such a 
baneful effect on the morals of the young men 
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mnd women of fashion, especially the latter. 
When the yonng and inexperienced giri per- 
ceives' that vice is in a great measare counte- 
nanced, levity of conduct encouraged, and 
delicacy disregarded, in the highest sodety, 
to which the.absence of virtue, and the total 
dbregard of public opinion, are in most in- 
stances a necessary passport ; «when she dis- 
covers that she cannot obtain a footing in the 
most select society, without establishing an 
intrigue, ot what is called a flirtation; — ^in 
fact, that the sacrifice of a certain portion of 
her reputation is almost a sine qua non to 
insure her. being ranked 'among the most 
fashionable ; it» is natural that she should 
quickly learn to look with contempt upon 
those principles of morality and virtue which 
are* so dear to women in a less elevated, less 
perilous, and less mixed station of life. 

Lady Graspall was a leader of one of these 
sets. Money was her ruling passion ; whe- 
ther at ecartit elections, the marriage of her 
daughters, or in her own flirtatious, this sor- 



did passion diewed itself in the strongoit 
^^lours^ And bad readeired ike inttiguBB and 
adyeotores of her yoimser days still mom 
scandalous* 

Bora to occupy a leading positioB in so^ 
ciety> she was not, faoWever^ content vridi the 
advantages which she derived from her rank 
and conneitiqps, but she determined to istm 
a supreme junta, of which she was to be the 
chief, and her qondoct the precedent for tiMtt 
of all the members. Her great object was to 
induce all the women enrolled in this band of 
'^ Free Doers," to brave the opinion of the 
world ; to set at defiance the advice of their 
husbands ; to look with contempt on the repu- 
tation of tiieir own names, or the credit of 
their families ^-^in short, to arrive at tfiat 
complete disregard for every principle of de* 
cency and virtue, which had marked her own 
conduct throughlile. 

Her Ladyship's dau^iters, educated in tiite 
sehoid of deceit and immorality, were as 
selfish, hollow-hearted, and mercenary as 
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tbeir mannna could desire; indeed, no weH 
did they play d»eir parta/so admirably did 
tbey.act.upto the lessons pf the Countess, 
that tlie Ladies Clara and Bel^i Mount Lewis 
wmre looked upon by all those who had not 
penetration to discover the dessousdee cartes, 
as two of the mosfsinglo^^hearted, ingenuous 
young women m London. In^tbe course of 
two or three seasons, the young ladies suc- 
ceeded, the one in marrying a rich young no- 
bleman, and the other a.half-witted baronet of 
immense property, who had just returned from 
his travels. Though Lady Helen, the youngs 
est, shewed greater symptoms of feeling em 
this occasion, than was either to be expected 
from her, or that at all suited her mother's 
ideas of filial obedience. The conversation 
between the mother and daughter, on this 
occasion, was a curious specimen of ady 
Graiapall's principles, as well as those of her 
daughter. 

'' Helen," said her Ladyship, one night, as 
they returned from Almaok's. '^so you chose 
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to play the fool, and speak your opidions 
openly of that horrid bore, Mr. Sidney ?*' 

'^ I only said it in a whisper to Mrs. Thom- 
by/' replied the daughter; ^'and I did not 
think the man would have been listening at 
my elbow." 

'' Well, he has just told me, that he*s off« 
that's all ; and you've lost " 

" An ass !*' exclaimed Lady Helen, ** and 
the stock is not exhausted." 

'^ You've lost twenty thousand pounds a- 
year, by your stupid bavardage. I thoo^t 
you would have had the sense to have deferred 
speaking out until the forttine was your own." 

'* La« mamma ! I'i& sure it is all the same 
to me, whether I miarry one fool or another: 
for you know I never liked any body much, 
except Captain Acton, Mr. Corbin, Charles 
Norval, and Lord Henry." 

** None of them will have a sous until their 
father's death/' retorted Lady Graspall ; '' and 
I have no idea of people having — ^what does 
yonr brother call that sort of thing ?'' 
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*' Going to Heaven by the devil's bridge, 
mamma/' answered Lady Helen. 

'' It's going to the devil at once/' rejoined 
her Ladyship. '' No, it doe.s not snit my 
views to have to chaperone you about, after 
yonr marriage. I will not be pestered with 
petitions for the carriage^ and your saddling 
yourself and a tribe of squalling children on 
me, both in town and country. I will not have 
you marry to remain a burthen on me ; and 
your waiting untjl some disgusting old man 
dies> before you can have an Opera box, 
or, in feet, any of the most common neces- 
saries." 

** Common indeed, mamma, they are now ! 
Why the great double box next to ours be- 
longs to papa's attorney, and the box on. the 
left to a man who cleans the streets, or the 
sewers, or soQiething." 

" Never mind those low people," replied 
the mamma, *' but thank Heaven that you 
have one of the most affectionate, indulgent 
mothers in t)ie world, who is slaving night and 
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day tofepair yoar errors and estabfi«h your 
fortune/^ 

Ijady Helen^ daring this speecb, bxmg do^n 
her heady aad her conscieDce told be» that 
her mamma's exeitioas irere never more ne- 
cessaiy than at presents 

** Any body else wonld hare been outrage- 
o«s/' continued the Goontess^ ^^ at her daugh- 
ter's making sucb.a fool of herself as to throw 
alfay twenty thocisand a*year !" 

" It is very good of yon, my dear ma*/* 
replied Lady Helen, '^,and^ to shew you my 
sense of your kindness, I am readytd marry 
any body you please directly." 

** Well, then," rejoined the Countess, 
'' whilst yon have been bavardUng, I have 
been acting'; and I ha^ got another to sop- 
ply Sidney's place." 

'' Who is it, mamma V demanded the youtif 
lady. 

'<Oh, Sir Maurice D'Orville, who has en 
immense foftune." 

"La, mamma! the youn^ mu whom ymi 



mete q[>eakiDg to in the corner, and who 
looked at me so strangely ; — ^why he's qtrtte 
mad, they day. Lord! he had his keeper 
ifsuting on the s^ircase/' 

f * So mach the better, my dear ; marry him, 
and then, nothing will be more easy than to 
take ont a statate of lunacy against him, and 
have him put into confinement for life*" 

*' But, mamma,'' rejoined Lady Helen, with 
real sensations of terror and disgnst, ''yon 
would not have me marry an absolute ma- 
niac ? Good God! how horrid to be left alone 
with such a creature ! I should die of fright; 
aiif^. then only think of entailing the horrid 
(and here Lady Helen shuddered) malady on 
one's children ; for it is of no use to mince, 
the matter, mamma :/ indeed I can't-^Hany one 
but him!*' 

" Helen !" returned Lady Graspall sternly, 

''marry him you must ! remember, I know all 

tiiat has passed between you aikl Colonel 

Acton/* 

Lady Helen now. hung back in tfete comer 
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of the caniage, and became pale and faint as 
death. 

'* Any.other parent bntmyself, Helen/' con- 
tinned the Conntess, '^ upon sncb a discovery^ 
would have turned you out of doors ; but I re- 
frained from commuDicating the circumstance 
to. your brothers, with the hopes that we could 
marry you Vithout the disclosure of your con- 
diict being, made necessary, and in order to 
save us all from disgrace." 
Lady Helen still continued silent. 
^^ I shall say no more on the subject, Helen/' 
added her mother ; '* you are aware, that I 
know there remains little time now, unless you 
marry Sir Maurice, ere the world, as well as 
your brothers, must be informed of the cir- 
cumstances. You may do what you please, 
when once you are married; but I will. not 
have you bring disgrace upon me, whilst you 
are under my roof. You will decide, there- 
fore, to-night, whether you will receive Sir. 
Maurice as a lover, or whether you choose to. 
be sent out of the ^ country wi.th one^ of your 
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brothers. As for your qualms of conscience^ 
they are too absurd; for you have taken care 
to render them entirely superfluous." 

Briefly — ^in less than three weeks^ Lady 
Helen was the wife of the unfortunate Baro- 
net, who, before many months, became suffi- 
ciently mad to warrant his being placed in 
custody^ and her Ladyship was 'appointed 
guardian and manager of their only child, and 
of her husband's vast estates. 

Poor Mr. Ouncedale was among those who 
had reason to lament his wife's enrolment in 
this corps of female Croats. Mrs. Ouncedale 
was a pretty, cold-hearted little woman, who 
had married the Tic for his fortune, and they 
had continued for some years to vegetate in 
a very negative state of composure, until Mrs. 
Ouncedale took it into her head to become a 
woman of fashion. Mrs. Ouncedale soon 
perceived that all the most fashionable 
women rendered themselves more or less no-, 
torious for some little scandal, and she de- 
termined, therefore, immediately to establish 

VOL. I. Q 
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for beiMira trifli&g ffirtaHiom, <of comse, jmA 
some matkei man of (aiBfaioii. By Ainit itf 
carrying off Colonel Chmtedorg^ iftou 4i eoa- 
petitory ^«od ty atlacliiiig fonror JfiYe jiarticn- 
ter mm 4f^ her trate, she eontritied^ in d« 
^m»y to qmlify iKBTBetf for liMly Gimtsikall's 
sat. 

WtneoeW tier Ira^baad attempted to ve- 
iMm^tMJte 1^^ ber^ she eidier treated his ad- 
vice with contefiipty or accused Wm of being 
a jealous tyrtait, «vlio "wisbed to deprive lier 
of ^ttie «iost ianocent innQsemeBts. 

Once, indeed, the Tic hsuli ihe -courage to 
adept deceiivie tneasmi^, which were net 
•willli not iess decision >by Ae lad^r . 

^^ ¥«a>shall%ot iiave the ^caniage, madmn, 
«e ^o wiih Gmindorge^nd 4ibe Tbombjrparty : 
I wiH not he nmde 'a fiMd of any longer/' 

^ Hiat wbidi is Aene cannot be undwxe/* 
'quietly replied the lady. 

'* By OfoA 1 1 will not be «ndoDe/' r^oinod 
the hnsband, ''by yon^r any one dse !" 

''I think you are ^ very abs»d.old man/' 
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r^joifted the mife : ** perhaps^ you have «eii«e 
enough^ however^ to ring the bell?" 

'' What for, madam t" retorted the husband. 
" I will not be trifled with, and bearded, to 
my face." 

*' Ring ite bell, Mr. Ouncedale^ 1 ^a^, that 
I may order the carriage; and order the butler 
ie -wait in the room until it isfcady, or per- 
haps you j^ill beat me." 

*' Madam ! I repeat^ yon shall not have the 
carriage to go to Richmond." 

*' Oh !" eKclaimedHie wife,^ttifigiip qaiet- 
'ly^aad ringing the belLheraetf: ^'oh^ it is aU 
the same to me. I can go in a ;hacknejr coach 
as iar as Lady Oraj^all's, and then all the 
*woAd will bear of yoar absurd jealousy." 

'* Madam ! iby God ! you shaSl not quit this 
house without my permission !" 

^^ You 4ire an insignificant tyrant/' rejoined 
the lady, rapping the ground iivith ihe most 
foroToking nonchalance with iber ioot-^-^ 
^^yoa are falling into your dotage':^' 4ind then, 
as the oervant answered the sommonp of ttie 
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bell« she said^ ^^ Thomas^ order me a hackney* 
coach: — your master says I cannot have the 
carriage;" and then seating herself at the 
piano, she endeavoured, by playing as loud 
as possible, to drown the voice of poor Mr. 
Ouncedale, who, to save himself from being 
laughed at, was at last obliged to yield the 
point ; and as his wife mounted her brichtska, 
to proceed to Richmond, he took yp his hat, 
to walk with one of his boys in the retired 
part of Regent's Park. 

Ouncedale was not, however, the only per- 
son who had to lament his wife's connexion 
with this set; others there were, who, like 
himself, felt all the misery, the disgrace, 
which must fall on themselves and their 
families, by their wives pursuing a course of 
life so dangerous to their reputation, ^so in- 
consistent with their characters as mothers, 
and women of birth and education. Night 
after night they heard, as well as the world, 
of the heavy losses of these ladle's at play. 
Day softer day they were witnesses to the de* 
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mands made upon tbem by tradesmen for the 
payment of immense bills for dresses, bats» 
and bijouterie, to an amount which was often 
far beyond the immediate means of the hus- 
bands to pay, and which in every case was 
at least quadruple the lady's pin-money. The 
bills, however, of the tradesmen might be par* 
doned and disch^ged; but the play debts 
were of a dilSerent nature, vicious and inex- 
cusable. Beginning with the trifling loss of 
a few pounds, and a few tears ; but ending, 
in most cases^ in the abandonment of honour, 
the ruin of domestic peace, the destruction of 
every moral tie, and the verdict of a jury. 

Mrs. Thomby was another of this s6t, who 
possessed almost all the bad qualities of Lady 
Graspall, except her passion for money ; but 
she yielded nothing to her in want of heart, 
and utter disregard of feeling or principle.' 
The Misses Thomby were yet too young either 
to profit or suffer by their mother's example ; 
and it was perhaps a fortunate circumstance 
for them, that, during the London season, they 
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oAba remained many days>.iiay \i9>eeks> with^ 
oat seeing their mether^.wbe^ to say the trnth^ 
would willingly see anybody elsieV buabmidj, 
or any one else^s children, ratbev than her own. 
The one bored her to death witk his society, 
and bis prosing about the levity of her eon- 
dact^and die diffienlty he made about paying 
her expensive bJlls, whick were often pur- 
posely augmented by twenty or thirty poands, 
on an* ondesstanding with hes trade^Enen^ in 
order that she might obtain money to cover 
her losses at ecarte, which she was afraid to 
confess to her husband. Her children were 
also fast growing op, and nearly at an age to 
remind the world that Mrs. Thomby was now 
too old to be perpel»ally flirting with all the 
young boys who bad just left school, or en- 
tered the Guards. So- far did Mrs. Thomby 
carry her utter want of feeling foe her children, 
that she made it a.point never to see her in- 
fonts until three or four yeaors after Iteir birth : 
if she met them accidentally on the staim, she 
would ask the governess their names, pat them 
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Oil the head^ and sa^ '' Tkere, Aere; y«« tM 
vmy nice duldrea— which ai» yo», a. boy or 
a gill?'' aodas Aelittleinttocents woiiMpvesa 
around her, with the mstiaotiTe ftrndoMS of 
nature, to obtain some mariL of matanial to^ 
detneaiB^ she worid axclain, '^ There now, you 
nasty little pogs, do »ot slobber one ; cone, 
do not tread on my flounce," And she womld 
tiieo direct Horn goTemess always to take the 
children in fotaronp and down the baek-staira. 
With a heart too ealloQS and coM to feel at- 
tachment for any one bnt heraelC, and with 
too much calcolatiou to permit herself to fall 
into that abyss into which others, too many 
others, had been harried by the effects of some 
unhappy and fatal passion, by the seductions 
of the other sex, or the brutal conduct of their 
own husbands, Mrs. Thomby contrived to 
steer clear of absolnte shipwreck, though she 
was utterly indifferent to the loss of repu- 
tation, or the scandals to which she gave rise. 
Virtue had no share in her salvation, calcula- 
tion was her great safeguard. Her greatest 
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delight, as Sidney observed, was to* throw 
herself on the youngest men. Year after year 
the greenest, the newest comers out, were to 
be seen in her train ; and if she saw any very 
yoong man of rank, or fashion engaged in a 
pursuit which was likely to terminate in mar- 
riage, she would put forth all her powers of 
intrigue and seduction to carry him off^ and 
to prevent it. Had she done this for the sake 
of marrying her daughters, there might have 
been some excuse ; but her sole object was 
mischief, vanity, and wanton pleasure in de- 
stroying the happiness of others. 
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CHAPTER XI. 

Sir Lawrence Catesby had observed, 
with mach alarm and anxiety, the extreme 
agitation of hiK wife on their return to Stan- 
hope-street. Concluding that she was much 
more seriously indisposed than she had 
chosen to avow, and dreading the conse- 
quences of a nervous attack, be immediately 
despatched a note to the family physician. 
Sir Fergus Malcolm, requesting his attend- 
ance without a moment's delay. Many mi- 
nutes, however, had not elapsed after the 
servant's departure ere the worthy Baronet 
was startled by a noise in the apartment of 
Lady Catesby, which was situated imme- 
diately above his own cabinet Sir Law- 
rence rushed up-stairs, and found his lady in 
a senseless state ; the cause of which was too 
plainly revealed by the empty phial which 
had fallen to the ground. Surgical assistance 
q2 
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was immediately procured, and from the 
promptitude with which antidotes were ad- 
ministered, the greatest portion of the dele- 
terious liquid was withdrawn, and before the . 
arrival of the physician. Lady Catesby was 
declared out of danger from the elBfects of 
the laudanum, which her husband and fe- 
male attendants naturally concluded she 
must have swallowed by mistake ; and Sir 
Lawrence had soon the satisfaction to learn 
that a few days would suffice to restore her 
to perfect health. 

The return of Herbert Milton to England 
had been retarded many weeki^ beyond the 
period so anxiously expected by his friends ; 
the time, however, at length arrived, when the 
gallant young soldier was again destined to 
revisit his native land, and those only can 
picture to themselves the delight he felt at 
once more seeing the white cliffs of England 
rising from the bosom of the blue ocean, who 
have themselves been many years absent 
from their home, and who, after many hard- 
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shfps^ dangers, and perhaps a perilous and 
stormy voyage, once more feel convinced of 
the certainty of pressing to their hearts all 
those who are dearest to them on earth. 

Feelings. of this nature are calculated tor 
strike more forcibly upon the mind of an 
Englishman, than t&at of the natives of almost 
every other conntry (continental of course); 
not that the sensations of our countrymen are 
more acute — -not that they can feel a greater 
attachment to .the soil of their birth than 
the denizens of any other land, nor boast of 
greater patriotism or love for their kindred--- 
yet there is something in the- very position of 
our Island, which renders a return to her 
shores a thousand times more impressive 
than a mere transit from one continental 
state to another. With the exception of the 
Swiss, Oie natives of other nations, in return- 
ing from a foreign land to that of their birth, 
have nothing striking or remarkable to attract 
their attention, or to declare as they look 
from their carriage window, that they are 
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DOW wiihifi the boo&davies of their l«githnale 
soyereigo^ save indeed the altered livef y €»f 
the postilion, or the variegated coloars of tte 
sentry-boxes and barriers, or the loss he 
suffers by the difference of the coin* There 
is .nothing extraordinary or sudden in the 
transition from one princedom to another: 
the change of language, generally speaking, 
is gradual ; the trees, roads, hills, — in short, 
all the features of nature, bear more or less 
affinity one to the other; the costume and 
countenances of the people are not marked 
by any immediate alteration : in fact, if he 
can sleep well in a carriage, a Dane may 
travel from Copenhagen to Naples, or a 
Frenchman from Marseilles to Petersburg, 
witllont being aware of his having quitted 
his native country ; though he ' may have 
passed through the dominions, and heard 
" God save the King*' played, or rather 
squeaked, tm the postb^dms of a hundred 
different potentates. On the other hand, an 
Englishman can alone attain tiie seil of his 
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ftnrefathers by a coiaplete transitioii and 
ctrange of elements. The boisterous roaring 
df the gale, the angry lashings of the wares 
of the boundless ocean, is the mnsic which 
accompanies him to the sea-girt shores of 
his Fatherland. He mnst risk the dangers of 
the mighty deep, be must expose himself to 
the mercy of the storm, and the caprices of 
the winds, ere he can hope to foM within his 
arms the wife oi* child who tremblingly awaits 
his return. 

Wafted by faTonrable winds and a smooth 
sea, the gallcmt ressel which conveyed Her- 
bert to England^ had made the shores of 
Cornwall during the night; and Herbert felt 
as though his heart would have bounded 
fi'om bis bosom, when vpon rising in the 
morning, which was pecuUarly serene and 
brilliant for the season of the year, and going 
upon deck, he found they were about to enter 
the noble harbour of Plymouth, and, in fact, 
that they were then passing the narrow 
channel between the angle of^the Breakwater 
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and the shelving banks of Mount Edgecdmbe. 
As the ship, urged forward by wind and tide, 
appeared to fly almost through the water 
towards the anchorage, Herbert gave a hasty 
but delighted look at the scene around him. 
On the right, for above a mile, extended the 
rough and broken points of that might^r bar- 
rier, which the genius of man has so success- 
fully opposed to the fury of the ocean, iover 
whose black and rugged points the furious 
billows continually reared their foaming 
summits, and appeared- to clash and burst 
together as if in fits of maddening but impo- 
tent rage at the obstruction olSered to their 
progress ; whilst the bosom of the bay within 
appeared as calm and unagitated as the sur- 
face of some inland lake. On the left^ the 
crags and banks of Mount Edgecumbe, fea- 
thered with forest timber^ or -clothed with 
evergreens, whose branches almost swept the 
surf from the ocean ; its green walks, its pic- 
turesque sites^ temples, and the distant man- 
sion embosomed in the woods, presented a 
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striking contrast with the red and barren cliffs 
of the opposite strand^ whence every now 
and then the loud explosions of the miners 
came pealing on the ear^ as hnge masses of 
granite were torn and blasted from their rocky 
4>eds, for the purpose of increasing the arti- 
ficial rampart which the genius of Rennie 
was raising as a proud monument to the 
greatness of his country. As the vessel 
entered deeper in the bay, the neighbouring 
island appeared more distinctly to detach 
itself from the main land^ and reared its 
castellated summit from the bosom of the 
calm basin in which it was embedded, mask- 
ing the shores of Devonshire, and concealing 
hundreds of vessels which lay sheltered be- 
neath its protection. Far to the right, the 
Sound stretched forth its noble bosom, in 
which several huge ships of war were seen 
in quiet and secure repose ; whilst to the 
left, the towns of Plymouih and DevonjMjrt 
extended across the hills, intersected with 
churches, steeples, batteries, and public edi- 
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Hcen, and disclosmg, as if in its very bosom, 
a forest of masts which sprung from the vast 
araeoal at their feet, giving a noble picture 
of the gigantic power and naval grand^if of 
the nation. No sooner had Herbert passeds 
through the hands of the cnstom-honse 
officers, than he threw himself into a post- 
chaise, and in a fewminates was on his road 
to London at the moderate rate of ten miles 
an hour. 

Lady MiHon, who had remained in town 
(long since deserted by the fashionable 
world), to receive her son, continned, for 
several days prior to his arrival, in a state of 
feverish anxiety, dreading lest accident or 
misfortune shonld retard his return. At length 
the long-expected vehicle drew up before the 
house— hastily she rung the bell, sprung to the 
door, and bounded down the stairs with the 
agility of fifteen. In one instant Herbert, 
accompanied by bis huge and faithful pre- 
server, sprung from the chaise into the hall, 
and in another was locked in the embraces of 
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his affectionate and doating parent. '^ My 
dearest mother!" '* My dear, dear child!" was 
all that either of the parties could utter for 
some timef and such was the violence of 
Lady Milton's emotion, at the certainty of 
once more folding to her bosom her only and 
dear loved son, that she was* scarcely pre- 
vented from fainting by shedding a flood of 
tears, which relieved her overflowing heart, 
though she still clung to the bosom of the 
young and handsome soldier with all the ten- 
derness of maternal love. In the mean time 
bis noble dog> who was unaccustomed to wit- 
ness such scenes> and was perhaps, jealous of 
these marks of tenderness bestowed by his 
master on Lady Milton, now came up wag- 
ging his tail, and raising himself on his hind 
^^g^> placed his paw on Herbert's shoulder, 
and half whining, half growling, licked his 
face, as if requesting to be introduced. '^ Ah !" 
exclaimed Herbert, as he shook his huge fa- 
vourite from his shoulder, ^'dearest mother, 
I ought at once to have introduced my brave 
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preserver to yonrtLotikef and theft tamiBfir 
to tiie 4og, he added, ^ Chuehe^^ earn es «t 
madre." The noble animal, as if he rcaUy 
understood the meaning of thaword^ ottered 
a kind of pleasurable bark, and then scubl- 
pered round Oeroom i^feai as his vast sisr 
would permit,' to tbei iiMNnent jeopaidyof 
the ehina and furoitare ; after wUeh, crouch- 
iag at the feet of Lady Mittos, he looked up 
in her face, and appeared taawait scimemaiiL 
of recognition. Then, as her Ladyship, half- 
trembKng, stooped to caress him, she ex- 
claimed, *' Noble animal! I shall ever loipe 
you as the sanmur of my soa,"^ the good- 
natured and faithful beast crept closer to her 
feet, and laying his bead upon her shoe, 
whined aud licfced the ground. 

The pleasure which Hefbert's return af* 
forded Hot only to his mother, but to the 
whole household, who were now assembled in 
the hall, was marked in their smiling coonle- 
nances. Every sool in the house, from the 
kitchen to the garret, had stolen into the pas- 
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sage; all made aon^ excnm for bem^ present. 
Ifaaiy were the eurioiis ta^es which, if they 
did not come forward^ were seen peeping from 
tefajnd the ibocs. All those seivants who had 
btcn long in. Lad; Miltoft^s service were de- 
voledlly altadMd to Herbert ; — ^kind^ conde- 
scending, and affable in his maimers, liberal 
in his presents^, he had wen all their hearts, 
so that those who had been hired since his de- 
portmre; were inclined to worship* him, upon 
the reports which they heard of his generosity, 
kindness, and condes<iension, from their fel- 
low-servants. The st<Mry of hts adventure at 
Lisbon had lost nothing of its terrible accom- 
paniments on its passage from the drawing- 
foom, titfough dmt of the housekeeper, to the 
servants' hall, and, in fact, was looked upon 
by an as infinitely more miraculous than the 
defeat of the .Philistines. The maids kept 
smidLhigand smiling at a distance, exclaim- 
ing, '^ Dear ! what A beantiful young gentle- 
man!" whilst the men, like trira Englishmen^ 
mert examining from the comer of their eyes 
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the small hand which they bad heard killed a 
dozen men at a blow ; and then the dog^ which 
ate them up afterwards. 

Among the first who claimed the notice of 
Herbert, was the old housekeeper, who had 
been his nurse ; and had accompanied Lady 
Milton to and from India. Smoothing down 
ber silk apron, half crying and half giggling 
with pleasure at the sight of Master Herbert, 
she no sooner saw him released from the em- 
braces of bis mother, than she came up to him, 
and in a moment was fondly recognized. 

" Lord, my dear M^^ster Herbert," said the 
old woman, ^'how the sun has burned your 
sweet face! dear, we must wash it with milk 
of roses to take out the freckles ! Bless me! 
there's the nasty cut the villaios gave yoii. 
Lord love you, my darling, how you have 
changed!" 

*' Not for you, at least, Martin," exclaimed 
Herbert, as he again kindly embraced the 
faithful servant. 

'*No, God love your handsome face, I do 
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not mean that/^ answered she ; '^ only yon Ve 
• grown so brown^ and so manly-like. I always 
told my Lady, when you was two years old, 
says I, my Lady, ^ His hair will be as dark 
as your own when he grows up/ though it 
was as white as snow then ; I have got a bit 
of it here, my dear, in this locket ; I cut it 
oflF the day you were two years and thirty 
days old, and that's now twenty-four years 
ago and five months, come next fourth of 
December." 

There is no knowing how long Mrs. Martin 
might ha^ve continued her twaddle, had not 
the old butler, who had been footman to 
Lady Milton's father, now put in his claim for 
recognition. 

"Ah, my old boy!" exclaimed Herbert, 
shaking the fat butler by the hand, " how d'ye 
do ? how goes it with the gout and the brew- 
ing? I bring you letters from your sons. 
George was made serjeant-major of my regi- 
ment before I came away, and, if he goes on 
well, is sure of a commission."* 



** 'Thanks to yovr foodness^ more tteaa Mi 
<ywfi ^merit/' aiiBir«vedl the JKniest servant; 
^^iboogb it 16 indeed a gneat iranour to be 
Aerjeanft-major of « regkncn^: of^rnoods ; Mni 
f believ^e he's better Aere, and move le- 
spectedy naybap, tluin if he >were to (get a 
ACOBimissioii.'* 

** I'll -answer >for »1ms ^iag well wherever the 
is,'' answered Herbert; ** no one wHl forg^ 
ibis bra«7e eondcict at the IbaAtle «f ■" 

'^I did hear say/' said the butler, iwilh a 
titear «(f pride and natisfactioB in fais eye, ^ that 
be did conduct himself ^Hke aibraveiad there." 

^Branre!" iexclaimed Herbest: <Mf he had 
.been dn the French servide, he would bane 
received a cross of honour immediately^ and 
hasve been made an officer on 4he spot: why 
man.^hen Ae vegsmcmt on emrileft was thi own 
into confusion, and overpowered &y.»tianbeiss, 
baK their officers (being killed or wounded, 
your son Ibaew Umself, at Ithe head of 4beir 
grenadiers, ralMed them, made head Against 
the cavalry^ collected the semaims ef the bat- 



taiiioiiaBto a sqnaie, i^uaxged virjith tliein, itook 
a gan» and ihen returned to «8 with the «am# 
coolness as >if be had been aterely maKchtng 
^a gnard.^' 

HufioAort aocomt of 4he young man's gal- 
fayntry fiUed ihe nvoitdfy fa&er's ey^eB wiHb 
4eiurs« f^id he wouhl liave overpowered his 
yonng maa^ef with his ^thanks, hadnot^ne of 
^be iMtmen requested Herbert would have 
the kindness to speak to his dog;: — the fact 
was, the CJerporal finding himself not ^only 
entireiy forgotten^ bat among a jmnAer of 
strangers, who were all fidghteaed at him, had 
quietly returned, and csept into the post* 
chaise, in which Herbert's cloak still jre- 
mained, and there seated and maintained him* 
self, in 'despite of Ihe coaxing of the servants, 
and entreaties of the postilion, keeping Ihem 
all at a distasice by the mete vibration of his 
tail, and the (irritation of the bristles on his 
back; nor was it until Herbert ordered him 
to his 'Side, (hat he wonld abandon the vehide, 
vrhich, as he had Iriivelled in it for ,iipwarfls 
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of twenty-four hoars, he now probably looked 
upon as his home. 

^ Before Lady Milton and her son separated 
for the night, it was determined that they 
should remain in town for a few days, and 
that Herbert should then accompany his mo- 
ther to Milton Park, which, with th^ estate 
and mansion, had formerly belonged to a 
branch of the family, but had been sold by 
its possessor, and again re-purchased by Sir 
Herbert's direction. From thence, Herbert 
intended to continue his tour to the houses 
of different friends, from whom he found 
pressing invitations awaiting his return. It 
may be well imagined, that the paramount 
thought in the mind of Herbert, on reaching 
London, was that of seeing Emily, and he was 
on the point of putting on his hat to proceed 
to Park-lane on the following morning, when 
he was met by his friend Sidney, who was 
hastening to congratulate him on his safe ar- 
rival, and who, after the first salutation, ex- 
claimed, '' Berty, I see by your eye what you 
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Want to know ; she is not in town ; they are 
down at Merryford^ with the Dropmores." 

In spite of his attempts to conceal his cha- 
grin^ Herbert shewed how macfa he was an- 
noyed by this intelligence, whicl^ would per- 
haps render their meeting acase of uncertainty 
for some months, as he was not intimate with 
the Dropmore family, where Sidney informed 
him Emily intended passing the greater part 
of the winter. 

" Write to Mrs. Walden, my dear fellow, 
and give a broad hint you wish* to see them, 
and lil bet yon a pony they are in town in 
less than a week; women can always find ex- 
cuses. But seriously, Herbert, since there 
is no longer any secret between us on this 
subject, tell me, fairly, what are your inten- 
tions ; it is evident, there can be no doubt. 
Miss Manby is as much in love with you as 
you can desire, and I think it is but fair you 
should come to a conclusion one way or other, 
and the sooner the better." 

" My intention is to await my father's arri- 
VOL. I. R 



¥fi, who Will certaioJly^ I iod, be at hfnm im 

the spring; imd if bQ giyes bi3 moment, ibm$ 

W be no doabt fus to wbat I dhfUl 4o/' 

'' But in tbe mean ttae> if yon niMt MiiNi 

Uanby, d« yon intmd going on figbing md 

ogling liko a Boboolboy pa9«tQg a pastiTCOok'^ 

iAiop> or sball yon bid at onooT I w«U imow 

my adTice is noTf^ woftb t.ffO'ponoe* bnt I 

fbopld recommend yonr first oonfeaia&ig yow* 

self to Miss Manby, and then waitUigforalK 

9olation ff<jm tb^ Fi^dje aft^rwardf* Wg9id, 

Berty ! one vf^tM tibisak yon wero g^s^ to 

• I 

maiiry year fatbe? instead of ttio prettieet girl , 

in liondon : bnt here eomea yont eoneln Al* i 

fred ; I see bie oabrlolet at Ibe door; I tebe > 

it be knows as mncb of tbe matter as I do; 

bqt Mtrt nous, Herbert mind wbalt yon are 

at ; beware, I say, of tbe weke in tbe gratis r 

Before Herbert conld demand an e9q[>)ana- 

tion of bis friend's bints, tbe door opened, and 

Alfred embraoed bis consin witji a degree of 

warmth and affection tbat aj^peared really to 

flow ftom his heart. Tbe eonTeraation be- 



iween tke young men tara^d entirely npw 
tehianaUe intdlieeiioe, tfae '' what's wbtt" «f 
Londoalife, the 9n'«iigewenU» foi winter^ Hbm 
lEaorriagesr^ dmioe^^ and sciMdal ef the pa3t 
peaaoiLf and, im half am hour. Herbert had 
leceivKd a tollable accooat of «U tboireiaavh^ 
able eveiitsi wbioh had ^cucre^ abice 1m 
dapaitiiTO. Alfred, henfrever^ made mt the 
aiighfeal allimuiii to (be aane o£ HmBy^ er 
indeed to aoy iemlly matter; botfir^poaed 
that he shodd aead hia cabriolet, t^^ Vf^it for 
Ihem at Whvte'a,aad that they d»0«yhl all walk 
to faudE at a.hQiaei at tira, which; Sidney had 
reconnaaded to faia frioad; M.Mi<dl aa tq 
snndry taikra, hool-maJi^ea»,aod.batfam»who 
w«re ia ao smalll decree aeoeaaa^ to a» man 
of fashion, after a three yiara^ ceaapaiga ia 
Spaiii. Wa muai leacte .ttfea youiig wm to 
disease ilo merits of aplhits, ^[taiiKis^ wd 
windgaUa^ wbtbt we retam fee a eboit time 
to Bmaly, who. at this momensk waa kit a. atati^ 
of gieat ansuiety and nenroiia[ma$ at Merryford. 
Having haoy^d ap her hoart with tba hefa 
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^f seeing Heibeft almost immediately^ after 
the fSte at Beau Regard, ber* distress ieind 
vexatioo were proportionably great wben she 
heard of his ilhiess ; nor was her agitation at 
all diminished by the certainty with w]iich she. 
flattered herself of being the object of Her* 
bert's aflections. This, certainly, she had not 
only heard from the month of Alfred, but he? 
friend 'Madame de Geigenklang had not 
wasted mnch time in acting up to the wishes 
of Mr. Milton. In the course of fonr'or five 
days subsequent to the d^Ani, the Baroness 
invited Emily to dine with her, and offered to 
ehaperane her in the evening to- Almack's. 
No sooner had the two ladies retired from 
the dining-room, than the Baroness com- 
menced her attack. 

'' Well, tny dear," said she, '* so my Tenor 
and my mu^ic are coming over directly, in 
spite of the brigante; Osmino trionferi, he 
will throw himself at your feet, you blush, he 
kisses your band — ^he will say, ^ Rendit^ 
^en mtV — ^you will make no. reply — silence 
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gives consent, and yon are married — g;rand 
finale." 

Emily did indeed blush deeply: and though 
she could scarcely avoid smiling at the Baro- 
ness's programme of what she considered 
likely to occur, yet she attempted tp maj^e a 
defensive answer. 

*' Lord 1 my dear/' continued the Baroness, 
** I know all aboutit; you are sospirando di 
notte di giomo for this amor vincitore. Ah ! 
the very thought of it kills me : I used to sigh 
and groan so horridly about the Baron, 
iiideed I was very nearly crying two or three 
times, and -I could never see the Romeo^ or 
bear that beautiful air of ' Ombra adorata 
aspetta,' mthout thinking I saw the Bfirop 
dying for love in a cellar, or a vanity or som.§ 
shocking old place." 

. . f' My dear Baroness," rejoined Emily, " I 
hope that our history will not be quite so 
tragic ; though I fear Sir Herbert Milton's 
animosity to my poor father will overcome 
his affection for his son ?" 



*' KToMesise^ my dear ; yott like ii«rbert^ us 
you call it, very much; he loves you, as he 
ealls it, ^4 la mori;' moA he Ims aathoriaed 
me to propose for hnn, lliat te to say, I am 
eon^ineed he win be very mudi <ibliged to 
me ftMr takfttg the trouble eff his hands. 
Lord ! my dear^-by-the-bye, what a aiiisanec^ 
it must be fdr a man to propose t it i^ quite 
bad enough to listeii to a proposition; if 
deelare I treimbled like Leporello when the 
gbost nodded his head: bat tell me, will you 
ha^e this man for your wedded h'usbabd; 
<>omie, «ay yes, and we win go at once to 
Ganeons and order the treusseau.** 

** I ftar, my dear Baroness, I must reject 
your proposal/' ainswered Emily: '^surely; 
since you will have me speak the truth, you^ 
my kind friend, would not nt^me to accept 
any man against the wishes of his parents — 
^ou, of all others, who set so good an 
example ?** 

^ Oh ! my dear,*^ exclaimed the Baroness, 
interrupting her, '' do not talk of my example ; 



ifualjkro t&rmmiOf tbe Terjr idea of it quite 
9^flUMfcia mio €W€f besided> tbere tma a groM 
dUfereooe between my poi^onibg the Bafoii 
to pleai»e niyown pooi* fltther^whbm I dearly 
Io?ed> aad yout teflidiog Hefbert, out of 
defermce to hid old, horrid, bilieud papa, 
trhoift you have et ery r easoii to bate ; mov&* 
erer, you are nlisfrefiB of a very comfertaUe 
fertmie^ Ud I had not a sous.'' 

** Fortane/' rejoined Bmily, ** is the last 
thing I diiQk of; but still, if I had miHions, 
I neter could be .happy, if I thought I was 
ihe eaase of dlssettsioas between my busbaud 
ktkd his family! I^owu,'' continued she; 
bbishing deeply, ''I eonfess I do Ioto, haw 
lolled Cfdonel Milton for many years." 

" Well, my dear,*' said the Baroness, befor<{ 
the sentence was finished, ^'and if you love 
him, can you bear the idea of delfvering him 
up, to be dcTOured by tbose Lady SossTillesi 
who would faa>^ no scruples in ruotning away 
with him, in spite of twenty fathers, if tbey 
were Certain of his fortune ?" 
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' ''I wdoldrath«r perish; I would mtlier my 
heart should break ; I would rather see him 
the happy husband of Lady Snsan^ than 
consent to become his wife> if oar marriage 
were to ent&il disgrace and ruin upon him ; 
at least, I should have the consolation of 
having done my duty ; and though my death 
ensued, I «hould extract even from Sir 
Herbert himself, that approbation which he 
refused to nfe living/' 

*' Oh ! my dear Emily/' r^oined the Baro^ 
ness, reiiUy affected by the eietrnestnes? of her 
young friend's manner, ^* you are a dear good 
girl, and old Milton 's a horrid cross old 
tyrant !— I hope he will die of bile directly ; 
but even if he should not, I assure you> that 
you exaggerate greatly his objections* I 
know, from the most undeniable source, that, 
although he might perhaps refuse hi^ assent 
before, and perhaps bonder a little after, he 
would foirgive you both in less than a month: 
— reaUy my Ipye you carry your scruples 
too far/' 
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^f Yba cannot disapprove of my motives ; 
you canDOt, surely, condemn my resolution?'^ 

'' Yes, my dear, I do excessively/' retorted 
the Baroness : '' if you perrist in this horrid 
determtnation, you'll drive my poor Ttnor 
mad ; he'U lose bis voice, or starve himself to 
death. No, no: you must promise me you 
will %cc^thim; I will answer for old papa, 
MiltpQ, andy yon know, my dear Lady Milton 
thinks you are perfection." 

'VNothing can be more flattering to me 
than the idea of being looked upon favour- 
ably by Lady Milton," replied Emily; '' bat 
I c^m plainly see by her constrainied manner 
when we meet» that die partioipajtes in her 
husband's sentiments of animosity : and Mrs. 
Walden assures me I am the only perste in 
all Englaud who must not, dare not, think of 
Colonel Milton," 

'' Mrs. Walden is an old twaddle!" re- 
torted the Barones$ ; ^^she know» notiii^ 
about the mattef ; but yon may do as you 
please : but do, there's a good ^I> let me 
r2 
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tell Herbert, the moment he arrives^ithat yoa 
consent" 

"I will not consent," answered Emily 
mildly, *' to take any steps before Sir' tier- 
berths retnm ; it shall not be said that I took 
advantage of the inflnence I might possei^s 
over Colonel Milton^s mind, to induce him to 
hdrry into a marriage daring his fiber's 
absence :— -no, my dear Baroness, I am^ not 
ashamed to avow, I have long loved, and 
suffered in silence ; I have loved without the 
hope of a return ; and now that I have almost 
obtained the certainty of being dear to the 
only man I could ever love, this knowledge 
is enough to insure my present happiness, 
and to give me courage to wait in patience 
for the return of Sir Herbert/' 

" Well, my dear," replied the other, *' you 
may perhaps be satisfied with this phantom 
possession ; — ^but what does La Bruyere say 
^bout love and fire ? — * that it requires- con- 
stant fanning or it will go: out,' or something 
of that sort; at all events, love requires feed- 
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ing ; — apropos^ how ancammonly good ' the 
Jlkts de soles were to-day; — and 60> if you 
allow Herbert to starve, or grow cold> he will 
probably take up ' mit some other yonk lady/ 
as Mrs. Dansten says.; and thea^ my dear, 
there. will be an end of the whole affair/' 
, ^' Nothing, my dear friend; shall induce m^ 
to take any step before Sir Herbert's return/' 
cejokied Emily. 

" Perhaps, my love,'* answered the good- 
natured hostess-r-*' perhaps you. are right to 
wait till the old Bajah comes home; but. if 
then he refuse, take my advice, mnxtj Her- 
bert, bau.grS mal gri, and I will guarantee 
the nabob's assent in a month afterward^. I 
should not urge yon to this, step, unless I was 
convinced of his ultimate forgiveness ; and I 
am certain, if you were to persist in your 
refusal, Herbert would die.of a broken heart, 
or go out with the man who is so fond of ice, 
and be frozen up amongst the whales. and 
the mantagnes Russes, or marry an Esquimaux 
princess, or break his neck in hunting seais 
upon sea-horses/' 
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Einily c<rald itM help smiling at. the ^ 
hrogUo Miiich her Arieod made of a North. 
Pole oxpeditioo. 

** My loTe> it's no laaghing matter, J asaare 
jtoq; he may, periiapa, in despatr^ eet off to 
Timbnctoo, and marry a hundi«d and ifty 
black sultanas, if he does not die of the black 
fever. How should you like to see him 
driving about in his carriage, with hal^«- 
dozen great, fiit, soot-coloured queens seiatch- 
ing each others' eyes out> to sit next hlml^ — 
theoy good God ! the horror of their mosic^ 
only tfiro notes, no idea of thoiou^ bass, or 
Logier's system; no other instrnments but 
drums and flutes, made out of the skins and 
bones of dead men T 

They were now interrupted by the gentler- 
men^ who eam^ in from the dining-room; and 
as soon as coffee was over^ the carriages 
were ordered, and the party started for 
Almaek's. 

After undergoing all the preliminary plear 
suves ; waiting for nearly an hour in thf 
*' string" of vehicles, which commenced at 
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the bottom of Albemarle-street ;--^ftei hariiig: 
been regaled with the cbanning accompaili- 
tiients of the oaths of footraen> as the poles 
rattled amongst their unbooted kgs^ io de- 
spite of the precaution of boards and barri- 
cadoes; the ^ashings^ and execrations of 
coachmen^ as fliey cut into the line, or were 
foiled in tbeir attempts by the vigilance of 
those who formed a part of it ;> the remon^ 
strances and threats of masters as they heard 
the horrid grating of, a hind-wheel scarifying 
the pannels of their new equipage ; and, to 
sum up the whole, the screams of the Baro- 
ness, who, being <« dreadftil coward, always 
gave vent to her terror/ first by load excto- 
mations, and then by pinching her neighbour 
as green as calipash: — after all thie^ addi- 
tional and common introductions to the plea- 
sures of a London ball, the party at length 
landed under the awning in King-street ; and 
having delivered their tickets to the watchful 
Cerberus on the right hand, they were pro- 
ceeding up stairs, when their atteation was 
attracted,, and they were ia no small degree 



aTA .almack's revi&itbd. 

^muded, by a dialogae between a yoiu% 
nobleman and the guardian of the entrance. 

'« My Lord," exclaimed Mr. Whiffler to the 
Peer, '^ I am sorry, but we cannot possiUy 
allow you to go uprstairs.'' 

'* Not allow me to go up-stairs! Why, 
rwhat do you mean V replied the nobleman ; 
*' is my ticket a forgery, or have I given yon 
a wrong one ?" 

" Neither, my Lord, neither ; your Lord* 
ship's ticket is perfectly in order^ but it is 
ihe costume we &llude to." 

^' Costume, -Sir !" exclaimed the Peer, 
'' why, how long have you been established 
as a judge of dress V 

'^The Ladies Patronesses,'' rejoined Mr. 
• Whifflel*, " have given us most , positive in- 
junctions not to permit any gentlemen to 
enter the rooms in loose trowsers, unless they 
are Privy-counsellors, or Knights of the 
Garter." 

^^ What excessive n6nsense I" rejoined Lord 
^Taunton, looking a his dress, which he had 
flattered himself was the height of perfectiop. 
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especially his cravat^ wliich> in .despite of 
eleyen failures, bad at length succeeded, and 
pTesented one of those neat flat cross-bows, 
held together by a tnrqaoise-headed pin, 
which it requires such long practice to attain 
with perfection, and in the arrangement of 
which not above six or seven men in London 
were ever looked upon as decided masters. 
'^ How ridiculous,"' continued his Lordship^ 
'^ to subject one to these whims and caprices ! 
why do not the Ladies print on the vouchers 
the kind of dress they wish one to wear?'! 
shall certainly not return now. Sir/' 

'' Of course, your Lordship must act as 
you think proper,'' rejoiped the powdered 
guardian, ** but we shall feel it our duty to 
report the circumstance to their Ladyships, 
who will use their own discretion in the 
matter." 

^'One would think one was coming to a 
Caledonian ball, instead of Almack's," re^ 
joined Lord Taunton; ''why what do the old 
cats mean ?" 

*' Oh, it is all that delightful person, Prin- 
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cess ISaaomtch/* wbispered the Baroness in 
Lord TanntoD^s ear; ^'she always chooses 
her friends and her footmm from tlie sise of 
their legs ; — ^she is a sort of Catiienne in her 
way. 

''In that case/' rejoined the Peer, '' I mm^ 
forthwith order some malleta postkske^ or I 
have no chance of entering into her good 
graces." 

As soon as the ladies had mounted the 
stairs, and deposited the cloaks and shawls, 
Mr. WhifBer again made an attempt to arrest 
the ascent of Iiord Tannton. 

''If we may take the liberty to suggest/' 
said the man, ^ we should strongly recom* 
mend your Lordship^s not appearing before 
their Ladyships in your present costume; if 
your Lordship wiU have the kindness to 
return home and change it, we will take upoo 
ourselves to admit you after the established 
hour; indeed, my Lbrd, we have been already 
bbltged to . send bnck several g^ntloiien for 
the same reason/' 
- ^'More fepls they, for sufamitting to such 
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nonsense! and I reqaesti Mr. Wbiffler, you 

# 

will do me the favour another time to take my 
ticket, and be less prodigal of your remarks/' 
answered Lord Taunton, as be followed the 
Baroness and Emily into the room. 
'. The clock had in the mean time struck 
eleven, and the door of hdmission was imme* 
diateljr closed : — scarcely, however, was the 
bolt drawn, ere a knock was heard. 

^'Who is there?" exclaimed the guardian, 
peeping through theiittle grating; ''who is 
it that comes at this unseasonable hour?" 

'^ Mr. Stanwell," replied a voice from the 
other side. 

*' I am very sorry. Sir, but you are too late ; 
the clock has struck eleven/' 

'' But I am a member!" rejoined the apel- 
lant. 

'' Extremely sorry. Sir, but there has been 
no house this evening," was the reply of the 
guardian. 

''But this is ridiculous!" exglaimed the 
other; ^' I could not get up before, from the 
length of the string." 
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^'Tlfed iMtjcanrlag^ bM «et d^wii aboire fetttf 
a mioute !'' repeated (he MUliael coolly. 

*' Do yoa meaa to say, 8ir» Aat I mm not to 
be let in, beeaofte I happen to arrive one m^ 
ment too late; this to carryinc^ your tiapii^ 
dence> and the nonsense of the t'atronesses 
too far: I shall cerUinly report yonr faiso- 
lence to them to^morrow.^ 

*' Sorry, very sorry,*' rejoined Mr. Wliiifter 
coolly, '* to give offence; — ^regfet, bint cannot 
avoid; vre have their Ladyships' orders to 
take down the names of all those gentlemen 
Who come too late, and all those who appear 
in this list are to be excluded for one sub- 
scription. Their Ladyships are determined 
since their husbands cannot produce a reform 
in Pai9iament, that they at least will, intro- 
duce a reform in the London hours !" and so 
sa]ring,he quietly walked away from the door, 
leaving Mr. Stanwdl no other resource bnt 
to retire quietly to one of the neighbouring 
clubs, to vent his anger at whist. Scarcely, 
however, had he removed from the spot, ere a 
loud knocking was again heard at the door: 



witlioot> how6Ter^ hutryiog^ hlms^f in propON 
tjoo to the londnesii of tbe appdd to his 6ars> 
Mr. Whiffler again approached the graUtigr> 
and demanded what was wanted. 

" Open thedoor for the Dake of — -.'^ 
'' I ean't, '^ replied Mr. Whiffler, ''tiiiless it 
is one of the Royal Family/* 

" It'flil/' now exclaimed a voice^ "the Doke 
of Gloria!'' 

'^My Lord> yoiw Grace; I am extremely 
sorry^ your Grace, bat it is 'more thaa three 
miaates and fifteen seconds too late ; it would 
be at my peril to admit anybody after this 
hour,** . 

*^Bat I am just returned firom a Cabinet 
Council/' replied the Duke» — ^'Mt was impos- 
sible for me to arrive sooner.*' 

'' I win refer to the bye*laws, if your Gnuse 
desires me/' rejoined the maa of tickets ; 
'' bat I can take upon* myself to sayi there is 
no exception made whatever foraaybutmem- 
bars of the houses of Peers and CommoM 
when diere is a debate: tiheir Ladyships 
have come to the most positive determiuar 
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tio0, that their standing orders shall not :b^ 
broken through under any pretext or excuse 
whatever. Your Grace will, I trust, see how 
utterly impossible it is for me to open th^ 
door without orders from above.'" 

"Well then, go;* zounds!" exclaimed the 
Duke in a rage, ^* go and tell them I come from 
the council, and do not keep me standing in 
the cold all nighf 

'' I will attend to your Grace's instructions," 
replied Mr. WhifBer ; ** and if your Grace wiH 
step into the larger room down»stairs upon 
parole-^upon parole, your Grace — whilst I 
consult their Ladyships, I will open the door." 

The Duke condescended to comply with the 
important guardian's proposition, and the 
latter slowly walked up-stairs, and then ad- 
dressed Lady Dossington, whom he found 
sitting on one of the elevated seats near the 
:entrance. ; 

. " My Lady," said Mr. Whiffler, " there's his 
Grace the Duke of Gloria below; he wishes 
;to know if your Ladyships will permit him to 
come up-stairs." 
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^'Has be forgotten his ticket?" demanded 
her Ladyship^ pursing up her mouth, and 
looking extremely solemn^ whilst both her 
daughters whispered, 

** Shut him out, mamma ; be has no busi- 
ness to forget any thitfg ;-~be8ides, it will be 
such a good joke !" 

" No, my Lady," replied Whiffler, "he has 
got bis ticket, but the hour has struck." 

"What is the clock?" demanded the Pa- 
troness. 

" Five minutes, twenty-nine seconds past 
eleven, by your Ladyship's chronometer," 
rejoined the man. 

.^'Was there any thing^going on in the 
House of Peers ?" inquired Lady Dossington. 
"Nothing, my Lady," answered the other; 
" our messenger reported that their Lordships 
were not in sufBcient number to constitute a 
house; and I understand,my Lady, that their 
Lordships have come to an agreement not to 
sit on your Ladyship's, nights." 

"A very proper decision !" exclaimed the 

» 

lady : " you will inform his Grace, ]k|r. Whif- 
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flor^ tba£ tiijB Ladi^a PatroMsaes, haying 
takei^ Ua cas« into conaideiraticmj lopet ex* 
tremdy th^t tkey «re andor tb& neeeaaity of 
adhering to their rnles/V 

''Oh I I forgot t0 iBfmatu jmm Ladyahip/' 
answeired th6 man, '' that faia Grace desiiad 
me to say he was detained by tiie Council/' 

'< I am vcvy aoiry^"^ cejoioed her Ladyship, 
with infinite aotemnity, '< bat we canawl per- 
n»t th0 Cottncal to ititei^iBFe widi qqi regula- 
tions. Their Lordships must either ^t eartiar^ 
Of ranoimcie meeting npoft an iJmaek'a iiigh t 
if they wisli to be admitted here^'' 

''It's very absurd that tb^ can't oh^ioae 
some Otfcw tinKe, wheel they haw all ti»E^ wo€|>t 
at thcdr diqpiofial r tidded the dai^lera; 

]fr. Whiffler waa about to qnil the ai^ul 
PMroneas, wfaian be Md(omrtainly^foi«eitHig 
tiiat thi& Sake was cootii^ Ua heela deiWD? 
atairs» amidal the footmenX " I had ^bauosH 
cMnitted to me«^oa to yoot Ladfyal|ip> Ihai 
Lord Taunton woold force himself nprsteiis^ 
impmpetly dressed» in despite of yonr Lady- 
ahip^a iijnneiieAd/' 



''How id be 4res9«dt" demmded W 

** In longs, my Lady/' was tixe amver. 

**I» longs 1 bow highly mproporl" re- 
jouied ^ PAbrQiieas ; '' what, light V 

''No, «Jfty I^ady ; loose/' 

<<XjQ09e! bow hidei^opl;!'' ^Mlaimed the 
|4idie3 Bo«9.?iUo: '^deajr maimnp^ do have 
hiiA 9ew away," 

*'JM yon commmifiato ont oi:dera?" de^ 
mmdod I#dy ]^o«wgton. 

'' Xw, my lif^dy : J t^ld him tbM jroiur 
lAdyipbips had «lo decided objaotioiii to }otig$^ 
if they were t%bjtei i httt if tbe^ were IiQe)9e> 
U»»y nwthe ahorta ; but be ^eated me \n^ 
lOdlfereMe, and walked iato the room/' 

**lt any one again attempta to in«r«de 
themselYes in snch an improper dceaa, I re« 
quest yon will call in the civfl power^ Mr. 
Whiffler ; and in the mean time^ nnless his 
Lordship makes an apology to the Committee^ 
he shall have no more tickets." 

Mr. Whiffler now proceeded down-stairs to 
commnnicate his orders to the Doke, who 
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very good-naturedly laughed at this most im- 
portant message, and, ordering his carriage, 
left the house. 

The ball of this eyening passed off as all 
other balls at the same place^ creating envy, 
jealousy, and hatred in the minds pf many of 
those who haye been unsuccessful in procur- 
ing tickets ; affording real amusement to few, 
and disappointing a greater portion of those 
who, by dint of manoeuvring, petitioning/par- 
liamentary interest, or presents, have been 
enabled to obtain the desired vouchers ; and 
as this was one of the last balls of the season, 
and a general election already talked of, the 
mixture of company and the number was 
much greater than usual ; and, consequently, 
it was what the most correct persons called, 
*' horrid bad Almack's !" 
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